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FORWARD 


Archives of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church are located 
in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia Wesleyan College. Annual Conference 
Journals and other historic documents in this collection are valuable resources for the Ministry 
of Memory. Having been responsible for editing thirty Annual Conference Journals from 1972 
through 2002, we are keenly aware of their importance. 


When elected to serve on the Archives & History Commission in 2008, we reviewed Conference 
Journals in our home library and read reports of this Commission to prior Annual Conference 
Sessions and shared that information with other Commission members in a printed booklet. 


In 2016, as we come to the end of our tenure on the Commission, we have reprinted that booklet 
and added our reports to Annual Conference sessions from 2009-2016. 


This self assigned and self funded document also contains minutes of Commission meetings 
from the Fall of 2008 through the Spring of 2016 and other information we feel will be helpful 


to newly elected members of the Commission and others in the future. 


Thank you to everyone who has served on the Commission with us during the last eight years. 
We appreciate you and are thankful for your faithful service to this important ministry. 


Ginnie & Dewayne Lowther 
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Conference Workbook 2017 Reports 


AGENCIES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(Listed alphabetically by areas of accountability) 
Archives and History 


The new quadrennium brought largely new membership to the Commission on Archives and History. Except for 
four ex officio positions (director of the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, Wesleyan’s archivist, and the president and secretary/ 
treasurer of the Historical Society of the West Virginia Annual Conference) that replaced at-large positions on the commission, 
only two members from the previous quadrennium remain, Of great benefit in the transition to new membership has been 
information compiled, printed, and bound by Mary Virginia and Dewayne Lowther regarding activities of the commission 
in their eight years of service, 2008-2016, during Ginnie’s tenure as chair. 

The commission met at West Virginia Wesleyan College on July 30, 2016, and partially completed its organization. 
The commission elected Betty Nicholson as secretary but was unsuccessful in selecting a vice chair, whose major responsibility 
at present is to serve as the commission’s contact person for actions relating to the Hamrick Barn and Cemetery. Since 
several new members were unable to attend, the chair hopes to fill that position in 2017. Anita Tracy and Loretta Young 
were elected to serve along with the chair as commission representatives on the Rehoboth Board of Directors. 

Brett Miller, West Virginia Wesleyan archivist, moved the Methodist Archives to a new space on the second floor 
at Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at the beginning of the summer of 2016. During the move, the collection was reorganized, 
and the archivist made use of the collection and deaccession policies that the commission previously approved. Over the 
summer, an intern helped with organizing audio-visual materials. Questions about the Methodist Archives and proposed 
donations should be addressed to Brett Miller, Wesleyan Archivist, Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, 59 College Avenue, 
Buckhannon, WV 26201. 

Last year’s annual conference approved a resolution recommending registration of the Scott’s Run Settlement 
House at Osage as a United Methodist Historic Site, and the facility has become United Methodist Historic Site No. 518. 
The chair participated in the site marker dedication on September 11, 2016. Other participants included Jane Donovan, 
Kathy Hanko, Ginnie and Dewayne Lowther, Shay Petitto, and Richard Dumas. 

The Commission on Archives and History provided a display on Methodist historic sites located within the West 
Virginia Conference for History Day at the Capitol on March 9, 2017, With the addition of the Scott's Run Settlement 
House, there are now 17 sites around West Virginia. 

Continuing a practice of the previous chair, the commission recognized nine church anniversaries with the 
presentation of certificates: Forest Hill UMC in Forest Hill, 100 years in the current building; Ireland UMC in Walkersville, 
125 years of ministry; John Wesley UMC in Lewisburg, 196 years of ministry: Logan Memorial UMC in Parkersburg, 150 
years of ministry; Main Street UMC in Ronceverte, 136 years of ministry: Simpson Memorial UMC, 150 years of ministry; 
Stealey UMC in Clarksburg, 100 years in the current building; Summit Valley UMC in Vienna, 100 years of ministry; and 
Trinity UMC in Fairmont, 147 years of ministry. Please let the chair know of significant upcoming church anniversaries. 

An important goal of the commission during this quadrennium is outreach to local churches regarding records. In the 
fall, the chair made initial contact with church historians whose e-mail was included in data collected at charge conferences 
in 2015. and additional contact is planned. The commission intends to provide church historians and other church records- 
keepers with information on which documents should be retained for a specified period only and which are required to be 
saved permanently, what records are appropriate to send to the Methodist Archives, and how to care for historical records. 

By annual conference, the commission will have hosted the annual meeting of the Northeastern Jurisdiction 
Commission on Archives and History in Charleston. In the past year, a committee of the local commission continued planning 
for the meeting, scheduled for May 9-11, 2017. Saint John XXIII has been reserved as the meeting location, and Bishop 
Sandra Steiner Ball will lead the opening worship service on May 9. The middle day, May 10, will be devoted to touring. 


Mary Edith Johnson, Chairperson 
Commission on Archives and History 
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Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 
Ginnie Lowther, Chair - Joe Geiger, Vice Chair 
Minutes of Meeting 
The West Virginia Culture Center - September 26, 2009 
Call to order 


Ginnie Lowther called the meeting to order in the Culture Center Green Room at 10:05 and 
Bill Wilson offered an opening prayer. 


Roll Call 
Members present included Joe Geiger, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Scott Mayberry, 
Dennis Mehaffie, Lawrence Sherwood, Betty Shields, Bill Wilson and Elaine Wright. Also in 
attendance were Paula McGrew, Director of the Library at West Virginia Wesleyan as well as 
Carol Bowman and Brett Miller archivists on Wesleyan’s Library staff. Communications 
were received from Jane Donovan, Kathy Hanko, and Bob Moffett who were unable to be 
present. 


Welcome 
Greetings were received from committee member Joe Geiger, who is West Virginia’s 
Archivist and Historian and who served as host for the meeting. 


Review of Commission Membership 
Letters of resignation were received from Gene Long, representative from the Potomac 
Highlands District and Mike Ford, former pastor at Union. Alan Johnson, newly assigned 
pastor at Union has been added to the Commission Membership. 


New e-mail addresses were given for Scott Mayberry umpastor7@gmail.com and Lawrence 
Sherwood hazelssherwood@)verizon. net. 


Clergy Grave Markers 
Bill Wilson alerted the Commission to concerns related to the bronze grave markers which 
the Bishop’s Cabinet presents to families of deceased clergy. The markers may not be 
available through Cokesbury in the future and there are issues related to thefts of bronze 
items. Later in the meeting, Bill shared additional information about how the each member of 
the Cabinet tries to keep 5 or more markers on hand and explained the process used by make 
certain that markers are available as needed. 


Historical Moment 
Dewayne Lowther, Little Kanawha District representative on the Commission, shared 
information about the observance of a 150" anniversary by Emmanuel Congregation in West 
Union. 


Minutes from April 19" meeting were accepted as printed with following discussion: 
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Bill Wilson asked about status of historical materials which Hughlyn Wilson had brought to 
the attention of the joint meeting of the Commission and Rehoboth Board of Directors. No 
further information was available. Bill also lifted up the importance of maintaining a good 
working relationship with the Rehoboth Board of Directors. There was discussion about 
plans for Rehoboth’s 225" Anniversary and Lawrence was firm in his admonition that 
Rehoboth was built-erected in 1786 and not dedicated in 1786. It was pointed out that 
dedication of buildings was not a common practiced at that time. 


There was discussion about plans underway by the Order of Elders to celebrate the 1784 
Christmas Conference at an event scheduled for St. Marks from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 a.m. 
on December 12". 


State Highway Historic Markers 
Joe announced that a replacement for the Rehoboth marker was on order from a foundry in 
Marietta, Ohio with delivery expected in late October. New marker will be made of cast 
aluminum rather than other metals to discourage theft. The existing marker will be given to 
the Commission for display in the museum. Message on new maker is as follows: 


“REHOBOTH CHURCH - Oldest extant Protestant church west of the Alleghenies. 
Erected in 1786 on land donated by Edward Keenan. Bishop Francis Asbury 
preached here in July 1888, held three Methodist conferences in 1790s, and 
performed the first Methodist ordination west of the Alleghenies. Named a Methodist 
shrine in 1960 and listed on the National Register in 1974" 


Heritage Sunday 
Discussed possibility of a special offering on this Sunday in support of Commission projects 
including Rehoboth. Such an offering would have to be recommended by the Covenant 
Council, approved by Finance and Administration and receive a positive vote by during the 
Annual Conference Session. It was agreed that such a special offering is not likely to take 
place. Lawrence pointed out that the Commission was one of the Conference Agencies given 
permission to solicit funds across the Conference through mailings and other promotional 
activities. 


The discussion shifted back to the need to secure additional support for Rehoboth and to fund 
activities connected with observance of the 225" anniversary. Bill will ask that an 
appropriate article be placed in the Conference Newspaper and Rehoboth be promoted on the 
Conference Web site. 


District representatives on the Commission were asked to help identify anniversary 
celebrations or other local church events and to encourage local churches to send histories 
and other archival material to the Archives at Wesleyan. 


Pages in time - Conference and Wesleyan Archives on line 


Brett Miller and Carol Bowman, members of the staff at Annie Merner Pfeifer Library at 
Wesleyan shared information about Conference Archives which are located in the WV 


Archive Records - 005 


HI MI\ = = 


Conference Archives room and the Rare Book room on the second floor of the Library. Brett 
has been utilizing surplus shelving and filing cabinets from other buildings on campus to 
establish a stable environment for organizing and digitizing archival materials. Campus 
newspapers from 1904 through 1969 are now on line and provide a searchable database for 
research. Carol assists Patricia Tolliver, Conference Archivist, in searching early Annual 
Conference Journals for information requested by congregations wishing to receive a list of 
pastors who have served them, for biographical information on clergy requested by their 
descendents and a multitude of other inquiries. Carol recommended digitizing early 
Conference Journals as soon as possible because of sulfur damage to them. It was also 
suggested that congregations place a copy of their pictoral directories in the archives. 


Records from closed churches 
Bill Wilson suggested that letters be sent to District Superintendents with copies of the 
General Commission on Archives guidelines for disposition of records from closed churches. 


Bylaws for Rehoboth Board of Directors 
Proposed bylaws to replace 1989 bylaws for Rehoboth Church and Museum Heritage 
Landmark were reviewed and discussed. Bill Wilson commented on the fact that the Board 
would have the opportunity to seek participation and support from interested persons in the 
local area by electing up to six of them to serve on the Board of Directors. The bylaws were 
approved on motion by Lawrence and second by Bill. 


Historical Society 
The Society meets for a luncheon on the first day of each Annual Conference. Membership 
consists of persons who demonstrate their interest by paying dues of $5.00 each year. Betty 
Shields, president of the Historical Society indicated that the primary function of the Society 
is to support the work of the Commission, especially in the area of financial transactions 
related to publication of books or hosting an annual meeting of the Northeast Jurisdiction 
Commission on Archives. Cathy Hanko serves as Society Treasurer. 


Betty relayed a request from Pat Thompson who is serving as interim editor for the NEJ 
Archives and History Newsletter until Jane Donovan completes work on her Ph.d. Articles 
for the next Newsletter should be sent to her at PO Box 538, Morrisville, VT 0561 or to her 


e-mail which is pajt8817@aol.com. 


Bill Wilson suggested that planning for the Historical Society luncheon at the 2010 should 
center around the 225 Anniversary of Rehoboth. It was also suggested that the Commission 
Chair appoint a special committee to plan and coordinate 225" observances by the 
Commission, Historical Society and the Rehoboth Board. Bill also suggested that the 
Commission’s add a new line item for 225" Anniversary Celebration expenses to its next 
budget request in the amount of $3,290.00 


Budget Request 


Except for this new line item, the 2011 budget request will be the same as the current year’s 
figures. 
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Next Meeting 
April 4, 2010 was set as a tentative date for the next meeting of the Commission. 


Lunch 
Lunch and Krispy Keme doughnuts were provided by Joe Geiger. 


Tour of West Virginia Archive Collection 
Joe Geiger led the group on an interesting and informative tour of West Virginia State 
Archives that are not open to the public. 


Tour of new West Virginia Museum 
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Commission on Archives and History - Ginnie Lowther, Chair 
* Commission meeting at WV Culture Center in Charleston — September 26, 2009 
*Tour of State Archives and Museum led by Joe Geiger 


* Photos of Old Rehoboth Church, museum, curator’s home, and picnic shelter 


Members of Conference Commission on Archives and History: 
Dewayne Lowther, Lawrence Sherwood, Ginnie Lowther, 
Betty Shields, Joe Geiger, Elaine Wright. Scott Mayberry, 

Dennis Mehaffie, Bill Wilson 


Our own Joe Geiger, appointed by the Governor as 


official State Historian and State Archivist! ~ WEST VIRGINIA 


STATE MUSEUM Sa : 
Hidden Treasure You can visit the Ol 


Built 
Cc +h in Monroe County. DUE 
Charleston suggests that viewers Rehoboth Ce cat Protestant church 

visit Rehoboth Church. _ ANAS it is the olat 


west of the Alleghenies. 


One display in the new 
State Museum at the capitol in 


Rehoboth Museum 
Proposed amphitheater to be located to left 


Me eting » 


ACHOU ar OF Direc 
, Pam. 
Whewly constructed picnic shelter which may 


Curator’s 


. Rie Proposed amphitheater to be located to the right 
be scheduled for use by visiting church groups 
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Commission on Archives and History - Ginnie Lowther, Chair 


* Quadrennial Orientation - Chairs of Annual Conference Commissions on Archives & History 


Lauren Godwin, 
member of General 
Commussion on Young 
People, migrating data 
from VHS tape to DVD 
for General Commussion 


+ Distinguished Service Award - Bishop Forrest C. Stith 


«Lauren Godwin — Lindsey Grahm & Jane Donovan — Bill Wilson 


Lindsey Grahm, WV student 
at Drew and Jane Donovan, 
General Commission member 
& chair of UM Histone 
Landmarks Committee 


Commission on Archives & [history 


<A Drs nis ersity, Madison, Newdlersey 


(left) Bishop Schol, 
Dr. Robert Williams, 
Dr, James M. Shopshure, St 
presenting 2009 Distin- 
guished Service Award to 
Bishop Forrest Suth 


(right) Bill Wilson, Secretary 
of General Commission and 
President Bishop Schol 


Robert Williams, General Secretary of Commission on Archives and History 
provided information and received questions from 35 of 62 chairs of Annual 
Conference Commissions on Archives and History 
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Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 
Ginnie Lowther, Chair - Joe Geiger, Vice Chair 


Minutes of Meeting - April 10, 2010 
Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library - West Virginia Wesleyan College 


Gathering 
Coffee, tea and Biscotti were served by Carol Bowman from the library staff. 


Call to Order 
Ginnie Lowther called the meeting to order in the rare book room at 10:04 a.m.. 


Joys and Concerns 
Patricia Tolliver shared information about Amelia Anderson’s health and reported that she 
was no longer in the hospital. Betty Shields spoke of concerns for families of miners killed in 
recent explosion. Paula McGrew shared a joy connected to research being done in the United 
Methodist Archives Collection by Matt Foulds, a graduate student from Ohio State 
University. 


Invocation 
Mark Flynn offered prayer. 


Roll Call 
Members present included Joe Geiger, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Scott Mayberry, 
Bob Moffett, Lawrence Sherwood, Betty Shields, and Elaine Wright. Also in attendance 
were Mark Flynn, Superintendent of the Greenbrier District, Paula McGrew, Director of the 
Library at West Virginia Wesleyan, Carol Bowman from the library staff, and Patricia 
Tolliver who serves as Annual Conference Archivist. Brett Miller, who also works with 
archival materials at the Library, was unable to attend. Communications were received from 
Jane Donovan, Dennis Mehaffie, and Kathy Hanko who could not be present. 


Approval of Minutes 
On motion by Joe Geiger and second by Bob Moffett, minutes from the September 26" 
meeting were approved. 


Clergy Grave Markers 
Mark reported that the cabinet is purchasing additional markers as available and suggested 
that when bronze markers are no longer available, the Commission consider the possibility of 
having a template designed that could be used for etching a marker directly onto stones. 
Additional discussion around the subject of clergy grave markers brought out the fact that 
Mark’s father & grandfather, Scott’s grandfather and Dewayne’s father had served as clergy. 
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Rehoboth 
Appreciation was expressed for labor and materials donated by Rainelle Cooperative Parish 
to rebuild the entire porch at the caretaker’s cottage and care for other necessary repairs. 


Robert Hazelwood, City Engineer at Union, is now a member of the Rehoboth Board of 
Directors and has prepared design drawings for the amphitheater. Information from Hughllyn 
Wilson, Rehoboth Board Treasurer, confirmed that 90% of tree removal necessary for 
construction of amphitheater has been completed. We are soliciting donations for completion 
of the amphitheater. 


Joe shared several suggestions concerning Rehoboth: consider ways to increase awareness of 
the existence of this United Methodist Heritage Landmark throughout the Annual 
Conference and across the denomination and lift up its importance as a vital part of our 
heritage; prepare video and printed documentaries; establishing an endowment to eliminate 
the year to year worry about inadequate funding for lawn maintenance and other expenses; 
create a facebook page for Rehoboth; develop Rehoboth web site to provide information and 
solicitation of financial support; links on Annual Conference, District and Local Church web 
sites to information about Rehoboth on the General Commission on Archives and History 
Web site at Drew University in Madison, N.J. 


Joe will check on eligibility for Historic Preservation Grant and with Ken Sullivan about 
possible grants from the Humanities Council in support of Rehoboth. Scott shared 
information about importance of 501(c)(3) status when applying for some grants. 


Bob Moffett - raise awareness of Rehoboth Heritage Landmark by creating a documentary 
video that could be uploaded to UTube. 


Archivists 
Patricia Tolliver, Annual Conference Archivist and Carol Bowman from Wesleyan’s Library 
Staff, who also work with United Methodist Archive materials, were given an opportunity to 
share information with the Commission about reference requests received. 


Presentation by Matt Foulds, a graduate student from Ohio State University 
Matt congratulated the Commission and all those involved in maintaining the United 
Methodist Archives at Wesleyan’s Library. It was pointed out that the collection not only 
contains a rich variety of materials but that entire collections of materials from earlier periods 
were available for research. After hearing details about Matt’s research, Lawrence Sherwood 
was able to cite specific documents that would be relevant. It was exciting to see a young 
researcher smile and clap his hands upon hearing about documents that he didn’t even know 
existed 
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Scott spoke of his Grandfather whose ministry was in the Holston Conference. 
Goals for celebration should be to educate, inspire, help current generation connect 
with their roots and provide a spiritual pep rally. 

Considering travel issues, consider simultaneous celebrations in additional locations 
throughout the conference. Connect sites with skype. Bishop could address all from 
Rehoboth. 

2011 Annual Conference promotion ideas need to be suggested to AC program 
committee before January. 

Ginnie - write letter to Archives and History Chairs in Virginia and Holston 
Conferences. 

Mark - will contact Superintendents in neighboring districts of those conferences. 
Scott and Mark - give United Methodists a reason to feel good about being United 
Methodists and inspire a sense of loyalty to counteract negative influences from 
outside the denomination. 

Possibility of selling program adds. 

Include Rehoboth badges in 2010 Annual Conference Packets 

Lawrence - invite singers from local churches around the conference to participate in 
a joint choir using music that all would have opportunity to learn before coming 
together for the celebration. 

Research music from 1786 era. Invite members of Annual Conference Choir to sing. 
Ask Laura Allen to interview Lawrence about Rehoboth for story ideas throughout 
the coming year. Could also talk with Mark, Scott and Ken Stockwell. 

Bob - utilize Utube using enough key search words to optimize the number of hits. 
Mark - impact of this anniversary extends beyond the West Virginia Conference to 
United Methodists everywhere as well as to non-United Methodists in region who 
share Appalachian Heritage. 

Betty - possibility of asking persons in choir to appear in period dress - have persons 
in period clothing make guest appearances at Annual Conference to tell story of 
Rehoboth and lift up Rehoboth’s 225" Anniversary celebration. 

Possibility of borrowing period costumes from Greenbrier Valley Theater and 
inquiring about availability of persons involved in GVT productions who would be 
available to take part in Rehoboth’s celebration. 

Ask David Donathan for his suggestions related to music and the arts. 

Mark - pin down actual time/schedule to announce at the 2010 Annual Conference. 
Scott - feed the people! Invite local church groups to prepare food concessions with 
sausage biscuits, fried pies (and..some one added...funnel cakes) 

Be aware of travel time issues by having something going on all day but plan for 
main celebration with Bishop’s message about 1:00. Have museum open all day. 
Parking issues will be a big issue. Shuttle persons from Union using church 
van/school bus? 

Use porch of caretaker’s home as backup for amphitheater stage. 

Encourage each District Superintendent to explore possibility of chartering a 
“Rehoboth Bus” or provide other transportation options. 

Mark has $500.00 in district budget for Rehoboth related expenses. 
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Commission on Archives and History - West Virginia Annual Conference ~ The United Methodist Church 
Minutes - September 25, 2010 - 10:00 a.m. - Conference Room, Conference Center in Charleston 


) Gathering: Display of materials from recent local church Anniversary Celebrations. 


@ Roll Call: Members present were Joe Geiger, Katherine Hanko, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Scott May 
a berry, Robert Moffett, Lawrence Sherwood, Betty Shields, Bill Wilson, and Elaine wright. Unable to at 
tend were Jane Donovan, Allan Evans, Allen Johnson and Dennis Mehaffie. A representataive from the 
Potomac Highlands District is yet to be elected. Mark Flynn, Superintendent of the Greenbrier District 
@ was present. 


Sharing concerns — prayer by Ginnie Lowther for concerns and guidance for tasks at hand. 


Reports: 

Lawrence Sherwood presented completed manuscript for The Tours of Bishop Francis Asbury in West 
Virginia 1776-1815 to the Commission for printing. 

Bob Moffett attended Arnettsville 100th Anniversary - brought back materials for archives at WV WC 
Dewayne Lowther - Short Creek 225th Anniversary and Hickory Grove 100th Anniversary 
Dewayne Lowther - Middlebourne100th Anniversary of present sanctuary will be October 10, 2010 
Mark Flynn - Bethel Church in Poe Community - Greenbrier District - 200th Anniversary August 8th 
Bill Wilson - Keeps cabinet advised concerning Commission plans for Rehoboth Celebration. 
Kathy Hanko - Shared information about history related clippings and a sermon. 
Bob Moffett - Shiloh UMC on Capon Bridge Charge 


Review of plans for 225th Anniversary of Rehoboth Heritage Landmark. 
The following guide was presented and discussed at length. 


A GUIDE FOR PLANNING THE 225™ REHOBOTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 


Date is set for June 25, 2011. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Rehoboth Heritage Landmark 


This Heritage Landmark Celebration should help others remember, honor, teach and 
minister to present & future generations. 


1. Raise awareness of our heritage by connecting to our roots through the Ministry of 
Memory: 
a. Methodism began as an evangelistic movement seeking people where 
they were and did not wait for them to come; 


b. Methodism has always stressed the importance of education in understanding 
Scripture and life’s experiences 
_ Methodism has a rich history of using music and the arts in Worship for 
inspiration. 


This 225" Anniversary Celebration is important to many people beyond our West 
Virginia Annual Conference boundaries: 

a. Documentation of the celebration will become part of the historical record in the 
United Methodist Church Archives at Drew University as well as in the West Virginia 
Annual Conference Archives located in the library at West Virginia Wesleyan College 
in Buckhannon. 
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Both groups were aware that most “on site details” , with a few exceptions, would of 

necessity, be best cared for by persons living near the Rehoboth site. 

a. The Monroe County Parish has offered to coordinate food tents for the day that would 
be open from 10:00 to 12:30 prior to the Worship Service that will begin at 1:00. Some 
things could still be available following the service. 

b. Some type of shuttle service from off site parking to Rehoboth 

c. State or County law enforcement officers to help enforce speed limit and direct traffic to 

Rehoboth 

Arrangements for EMT presence on site 

Additional access to utilities (electric, water, portable ADA restrooms) 

Coordinate use of Conference Sound system with locally available equipment 

Scheduled tours of the Rehoboth Church led by Kenneth Stockwell, Curator, (before & 

after the Worship Service.) 


emoe 


It is hoped that all members of the Commission will be present for the celebration on June 25" 
and actively encourage persons from their districts to attend. Some Commission Members could 
help with on-site duties such as guiding tours of the property, including the Rehoboth Museum; 
be available where needed as greeters and guides who will see that all who come receive a copy 
of the special Anniversary Program Booklet being designed as a historic keepsake from the day. 


We are expecting guests from outside our Conference such as some General Commission 
on Archives & History members, Northeastern Jurisdiction Leaders, former Bishops of the 
West Virginia Annual Conference and even descendants of the Keenan family who donated 
the land for the Rehoboth Church in 1784! We hope that former members of the Conference 
Commission on Archives & History, and authors of Melting Times and Travelers on the 
Long Road - A-M and Travelers on the Long Road - N-Z will plan to join us for this historic 
occasion! 

We are also inviting representatives from the State of West Virginia to bring greetings since 
the State of West Virginia shared in the cost of building the Rehoboth Museum which was 
dedicated May 7, 1980. 


Members of the Commission and Rehoboth Board of Directors are encouraged to refresh 
their memories concerning the history of Rehoboth so they can help answer questions of 
those attending. 


Review of plans for 225th Anniversary of Rehoboth Heritage Landmark. (continued) 


Bill Wilson emphasized the importance of moving ahead with plans for a direct mailing and will be working 
~ through the Cabinet to promote Rehoboth’s Anniversary. 


® Mark Flynn picked up on Bill’s comments and added that publicity should be placed in Conference Paper and on 
@ the Conference Web Site as well as District Newsletters and given time on agenda for District Conferences. In re- 
sponse to a suggestion that Rehoboth information also be included on Charge Conference Agendas it was agreed 


- that this would not likely happen. 


@ Mark indicated that Rehoboth information should be shared with Archives and History Commissions in the 
@ Virginia and Holston Conferences. 
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Because of the uncertainty about sufficient funding to complete the amphitheater in time for the Anniversary 
Celebration, there was considerable discussion around weather issues (rain) and alternate locations for the 
worship service. One suggestion was the possibility of a large tent between picnic shelter and careaker’s house, 
using the porch as a stage. 


The subject of souveniers was revisited. Earlier discussions at Commission and Board meetings had largely 
dismissed the concept of selling shirts and other souvenier items for at least three reasons. (1) Centering the 
day around worship and thoughtful consideration of Rehoboth’s place in history rather than creating a carni- 
val like atmosphere, (2) funding required for purchasing large quantities of souveniers, and (3) how to store 
and deal with unsold items after the event. 


Gift souvenier will be a copy of J. L. Kibler’s Historical Sketch of Rehobeth M.E. Church South which was 
delivered at the Centennial Celebration on July 20, 1884. This fifteen page history was reprinted in 1960 with 
a forward by Lawrence Sherwood on the occasion of the 174th anniversary and to celebrate action by the 
General Conference making Rehoboth a Methodist Shrine. In 1968, Rehoboth’s status was changed from be- 
ing a Methodist Shrine to being one of United Methodism’s Heritage Landmarks. Lawrence will write a new 
forward to the 2010 reprinting of this important document. 


The Monroe Cooperative Parish has agreed to be in charge of making food available throughout the day. 
The Rehoboth Board of Directors will work on parking and other logistic concerns. 


Rehoboth Board of Directors Bylaws: On motion by Joe Geiger, with a second from Betty Shields, the Com- 
mission approved an amendment by addition to the Rehoboth Board Bylaws which will be presented to the 
Board of Directors at their meeting on October 4, 2010. Term of Office: “Each appointed or elected member 
of the Rehoboth Board of Directors shall begin to serve at the time of their appointment/election and serve for 
a three-year term. They shall be eligible to serve additional three-year terms at the discretion of those respon- 
sible for their appointment/election. (amend by addition of ee following) fit becomes necessary, members 

be repl heir th 


[The i also approved this amendment at their meeting on October 4, 2010) 
Respectfully submitted, 


Dewayne Lowther, Secretary 
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REHOBOTH CELEBRATION CHECK-LIST 
Commission’s Responsibilities 


Francis Asbury (Joseph Kenaston, has been in conversation with Bishop Lyght). Bill Wilson, representing 
the Commission, will work with Bishop Lyght, Joe Kenaston, and David Donathan to plan details for 
coordination of the 1:00 worship service which will end with Holy Communion served from the sacred desk 
used by Bishop Francis Asbury in the 1700's. This is among the archives housed in the Rehoboth Museum. 


Music (David Donathan, Director) 


Kibler Book (with up-dated Forward by Lawrence Sherwood) from 100" Anniversary are now being 
printed at Ralston Press to be given as a souvenir to those who attend the 225" Anniversary Celebration on 
June 25", Copies will be distributed to Commission Members & Rehoboth Board of Directors in time for 
study before the 225" Celebration. ‘ 


Francis Asbury Tours in WV 1796-1815, written by Lawrence Sherwood and published by the West 
Virginia Annual Conference Commission on Archives & History, is now being published by Blurb Printing 
Company. Books will be available for sale during Annual Conference at the Commission/Historical Society 
Luncheon at the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library on June 8" and at the Archives & History Ministry Fair 
table during Annual Conference. (Lawrence Sherwood will gladly sign purchased copies) 


Promotion on WVAC Web Site & United Methodist Newspaper 
Promotion in NEJ Historical Bulletin 


CCYM Promotion at Annual Conference (currently in the process of ordering T-Shirts with Rehoboth 
Invitation for them to wear one day during Annual Conference) 


Mailed letters of invitation to: 
9000 members & friends of the WVAC (September 2010) 
NEJ Historical Society members 
Archives & History chairs of the Virginia & Holston Conferences 
Dr. Robert Williams (General Secretary of Archives & History) 
WVAC District Superintendents for promotion at District Conferences 
& in District Newsletters. (A Commission member will be listed on the 
agenda to give an oral invitation during each District Conference.) 


+++He+ 


+ 


Letters of invitation (to be present or send greetings), sent from Bishop Ernest S. Lyght 
and the Commission, will be mailed this week to: 

Bishop D. Frederick Wertz 

Bishop William B. Grove 

Bishop S. Clifton Ives 

Bishop Neil Irons (son of WVAC) 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton (son of WVAC) 

Senator Jay Rockefeller 


Letters of special invitation to be mailed to Former members of Commission on Archives & History 


Promotional Piece for Annual Conference Packets —_ (in process) 
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Commission on Archives & History 
West Virginia Annual Conference 


The United Methodist Church 
DATE: March 21, 2011 
TO: Commission Members 
FROM: Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 
RE: Minutes of March 5" meeting & a report of the March 7* meeting of the 


Rehoboth Board of Directors. 


Commission Minutes 
Enclosed you will find minutes from our most recent meeting held in the library on the campus 
of West Virginia Wesleyan College. For those who could not join us you will also find copies of 
documents that were distributed and discussed. 


My report from Rehoboth Board Meeting 
Fourteen energized members of the Rehoboth Board attended the March 7" meeting where 
discussion mostly consisted of preparations for the 225" Anniversary Celebration. Committees 
reporting were: 


Food - Monroe Cooperative Parish will prepare & supply food items that will be 
available for a “donation”. It has been their experience that more funds are received this way 
rather than for a set price where it is necessary to make change etc. Due to the problem of not 
knowing how many persons will be attending/eating, it was decided to offer grilled hot dogs as 
one option and a variety of wrapped sandwiches, fruit and chips. Since it is a “birthday party” 
they will also make arrangements to have a special Rehoboth Birthday Cake. They are planning 
to have plenty of water available throughout the day. 


Parking - Due to the lack of parking near to Rehoboth, plans are underway to provide 
parking in Union with shuttles from Union to Rehoboth, leaving as needed, and additional golf 
carts from the road into the Rehoboth area for those who may not be up to walking even that 
short distance. Shuttles will also be on hand to return visitors to their cars in Union. Directions 
will be made public in advance. 


Traffic Control has been scheduled with the local Sheriff's Department and a fully 
equipped ambulance complete with Emergency Medical Technicians will be on site. 


Sound Equipment arrangements are still under consideration due to the uncertainty as to 
where it will need to be placed. (One variable will depend on progress of the Amphitheater 
construction.) They are checking into the possibility of using equipment from the Conference 
Center, The Lewisburg UMC, local school system & other individually owned equipment. It 
may even be necessary to rent a system. 
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Commission on Archives and History - West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 
Minutes - March 5, 2011 - Rare Book Room - Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, WV Wesleyan College 


Call to order: 10:10 a.m. 


Present: Joe Geiger, Jr., Kathy Hanko, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Robert Moffett, Lawrence Sherwood, 
and Betty Shields. Paula McGrew, Director of Library Services, made it possible for the Commission to meet 

at the Library which was closed for Spring break and informed those present that there is now a link on the 
WVWC Library web site for material from the West Virginia Conference Archive Collection. 


Advance Notice of Absence: Jane Donovan, Allen Johnson, Scott Mayberry, Dennis Mehaffie, Bill Wilson, and 
Elaine Wright. 


Prayer: Dewayne Lowther 


Joys: Kathy Hanko’s daughter, Sarah E. H. McKinney, will be Lay Representative to the World Council of United 
Methodist Church in Great Britain in July of 2011. Paula McGrew, Wesleyan’s Director of Library Services, has 
received an Appalachian College Association Mellon Foundation full scholarship to attend the Salzburg, Austria 
Global Seminar entitled “Libraries and Museums in an Era of Participatory Culture”. 


Concerns: Family and friends of Jane Donovan and her husband, living in New Zeland at the time of recent 
earthquake. Conference Archivist Patricia Tolliver recovering from brain surgery. Elaine Wright - injuries sus- 
tained in a fall. Tom and Barbara McDowell - automobile accident. 


Observations: Katherine Hanko called attention to articles: A note in Lincoln's diary about a Methodist minister 
missing a meeting because driver was “lost or drunk”; Information conderning an “act of repentance” for role 

of Col. John M. Chivington, a Methodist minister, and his role in leading the 1864 massacre of Cheyenne and 
Arapaho at Sand Creek. 


Minutes from September 25th meeting: On motion by Joe with a second from Kathy, the minutes were ap- 
proved. 


Commission report: Ginnie presented copies of her 2011 report to the Covenant Council and Conference Ses- 
sion Workbook. Bob Moffett called attention to the fact that he had provided information about anniversary at 

Shiloh Church on Capon Bridge Charge in the Potamic Highlans District but was not actually in attendance for 
the celebration. 


Master List: Joe asked if information was available concerning time line for when local congregations were orga- 
nized. Larry said some work has been done on such a list but basically the answer to Joe’s question was no. 


Special Appeal: Ginnie reported that 9,000 copies of the letter had been mailed and that $3,262.00 had been 
sent to the Commission's income line item at the treasurer's office. It may be some time before there are sufficient 
funds to complete the ampitheater project. Larry pointed out that even though the project cannot be dedicated 
until it is fully paid for, it will be possible to include a service of consecation this June. 
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REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 25TH MINUTES RELATED TO REHOBOTH 


Much of the March Sth meeting centered on reviewing progress of plans being developed by the Commission 
and Rehoboth Board of Directors to celebrate a 225th Anniversary in June. The following “GUIDE FOR 
PLANNING ......” contained in minutes from the Commission’s September 25, 2010 meeting was used to begin 
this review. 


(current discussion & information on progress printed in blue) 


FETE EEE HE HH HH HH HH HHH EH ++ 


A GUIDE FOR PLANNING THE 225™ REHOBOTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 


Date is set for June 25, 2011, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Rehoboth Heritage Landmark 


This Heritage Landmark Celebration should help others remember, honor, teach and minister to 
present & future generations. 


1. Raise awareness of our heritage by connecting to our roots through the Ministry of Memory: 
a. Methodism began as an evangelistic movement seeking people where 
they were and did not wait for them to come; 
b. Methodism has always stressed the importance of education in understanding 
Scripture and life’s experiences 
c. Methodism has a rich history of using music and the arts in Worship for inspiration. 


2. This 225" Anniversary Celebration is important to many people beyond our West 
Virginia Annual Conference boundaries: 
a. Documentation of the celebration will become part of the historical record in the 
United Methodist Church Archives at Drew University as well as in the West Virginia 
Annual Conference Archives located in the library at West Virginia Wesleyan College 
in Buckhannon. 


West Virginia Annual Conference Commission on Archives & History met April 10, 2010 and developed 
a list of possibilities for the celebration; The Rehoboth Board of Directors met July 19, 2010, reviewed 
ideas from the Commission and added additional suggestions. 


Bill Wilson, Director of Connectional Ministries & Assistant to the Bishop, Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 
of the Commission on Archives & History, Mrs. Andi Allen, Chairperson of the Rehoboth Board of 
Directors, Joe Geiger, Jr., Vice Chairperson of the Commission on Archives & History & The Historical 
Society and Dewayne Lowther, Secretary of the Commission on Archives & History, met September 20, 
2010 to review and consider the most practical and meaningful ways to celebrate the 225” Anniversary 
of the Rehoboth Heritage Landmark. They found that: 


1. Both groups expressed a desire to have someone portray Bishop Francis Asbury. 

a. Dr. Joseph S. Kenaston, pastor of the Lewisburg UMC, has agreed to portray Bishop Francis 
Asbury with the possibility of including Bishop Lyght and others in dialogue as a part of the 
worship service. Bishop Lyght has accepted the invitation. 

oSe 
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Nancy Henderson White, Conference Youth coordinator, advises that members of 

CCYM will be involvd with Summer Youth Celebration at Wesleyan and not available to 
participate in Rehoboth’s celebration. Future production of the play can be considered 
when amphitheater is completed. However, they will consider the possibility of helping with 
some kind of promotion during Annual Conference. One suggestion is to povide them with 
REHOBOTH shirts to wear one day during the session. 


7. Both groups were aware that most “on site details”, with few exceptions, would of 
necessity, be best cared for by persons living near the Rehoboth site. 
a. The Monroe County Parish has offered to coordinate food tents for the day that 
would be open from 10:00 to 12:30 prior to the Worship Service that will begin at 
1:00 p.mn. Some things could still be available following the service. 


Advance publicity could include information about picnic facilites for those wishing to 
bring a picnic lunch instead of purchasing hot dogs and/or other food items on site from 
Sood tent(s) set up by Monroe Cooperative Parish. 


b. Some type of shuttle service from off site parking to Rehoboth 
c. State or County law enforcement officers to help enforce speed limit and direct traffic 
to Rehoboth 
d. Arrangements for EMT presence on site 
e. Additional access to utilities (electric, water, portable ADA restrooms) 
f. Coordinate use of Conference Sound system with locally available equipment 
Further inquiry needed concerning capabilities of Conference Sound System. 


g. Scheduled tours of the Rehoboth Church led by Kenneth Stockwell, Curator, (before 
& after the Worship Service.) 


Due to uncertainty about how many people to expect, members of the Commission are 
suggesting that several persons be prepared to serve as additional tour guides 


8. It is hoped that all members of the Commission will be present for the celebration on 
June 25" and actively encourage persons from their districts to attend. Some 
Commission Members could help with on-site duties such as guiding tours of the 
property, including the Rehoboth Museum; be available where needed as greeters and 
guides who will see that all who come receive a copy of the special Anniversary 
Program Booklet being designed as a historic keepsake from the day. 


At least one Commission member is preparing to wear period dress. Name tags will be 
prepared by the Lowthers with ribbons identifying members of the Board of Directors and 
Commission. 


9. We are expecting guests from outside our Conference such as some General Commission 
on Archives & History members, Northeastern Jurisdiction Leaders, former Bishops of 
the West Virginia Annual Conference and even descendants of the Keenan family who 
donated the land for the Rehoboth Church in 1784! We hope that former members of the 

Conference Commission on Archives & History, and authors of Melting Times and 


-5- 
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Commission on Archives & History 
West Virginia Annual Conference 
The United Methodist Church 
Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 
802 Roseland Avenue, Williamstown, WV 26187 


DATE: September 26, 2011 

TO: Commission Members 

FROM: Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 

RE: October 22™ Meeting Cancellation Notice 


Several members of our Commission have indicated to me that they have schedule 
conflicts with our announced meeting date. Another date needs to be found. The October 22" 
meeting has been cancelled. I will get back to you later with another suggestion. 

I will be attending the Covenant Council Meeting in Charleston October 7" & 8" and 
reporting to them about the work of our commission that resulted in a very successful celebration 
of the 225" Anniversary of Rehoboth Heritage Landmark on June 25, 2011! We received many 
complimentary letters and e-mails from visitors who attended from throughout the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction, Southeastern Jurisdiction and other adjoining states including Dr. Robert Williams, 
General Secretary of Archives & History, Janice Sherick, President of the Northeastern 
Commission on Archives & History, Grady Winegar, Chair of the Holston Annual Conference 
Commission on Archives & History and Art & Betty Swarthout from the Western North Carolina 
Annual Conference. I will also report that the Commission has been represented at several local 
churches in our Conference who recently celebrated Anniversaries of 100 years, 200 years and 
225 years. 

Many members of the Covenant Council have already purchased copies of The Tours of 
Bishop Francis Asbury in West Virginia, written by Dr. Lawrence Sherwood and published by 
our Commission on Archives & History. I have a few copies on hand that I will take to sell. As 
you know, we can always order more as needed. 

| appreciate all you are doing in support of the work assigned to the Commission on 
Archives & History! Please send information you may have from your districts and I will include 
it in my next letter to the Commission. 


Thanks! 


Ginnie 
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COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES & HISTORY 
REPORT TO COVENANT COUNCIL - October 7 & 8, 2011 
Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 


Members of the Commission and Rehoboth Board of Directors successfully carried out their 
plans this year for the celebration of Rehoboth Heritage Landmark’s 225" Anniversary! Eleven of our 
fourteen commission members were in attendance to greet visitors and answer their questions. Members 
of the Rehoboth Board of Directors were on hand throughout the day to provide transportation from 
parking in Union and food at lunch time, including a large birthday cake shared by all following the 
rededication of the Rehoboth Church. A copy of the program for the day and 4 Historical Sketch by 
Reverend J. L. Kibler, (first delivered at the Centennial Celebration on July 20, 1884), are provided today 
for each member of the Covenant Council. We appreciate the support of those of you who could be 
present for the celebration. 

Dr. William H. Wilson, assistant to the Bishop, brought greetings from Bishop Ernest S. Lyght 
who sent regrets that he could not be present for this historic occasion. Bishop Lyght was missed! 

Among those joining me, as Chairperson of our Commission on Archives & History, in bringing 
greetings to all who had gathered from local churches across our own Annual Conference and beyond 
were: Dr. Robert Williams, General Secretary of the Commission on Archives & History; Bishop William 
Boyd Grove, who had been speaker for the 200" Anniversary Celebration; Mrs. Janice Sherick, President 
of the Northeastern Jurisdictional United Methodist Historical Society; Mr. Joseph Geiger, Jr., Historian 
and Archivist for the State of West Virginia and Vice Chairperson of our Commission; Jill Fischer, 
President of the Monroe County Historical Society; Andi Allen, Chairperson of the Rehoboth Board of 
Directors; Grady Winegar, Chairperson of the Holston Conference Commission on Archives & History in 
the Southeastern Jurisdiction; and Arthur Swarthout, from the Western North Carolina Conference. Over 
250 persons in attendance were privileged to enjoy a beautiful day as they heard Bishop Francis Asbury 
(Dr. Joseph S. Kenaston), as he spoke eloquently about Rehoboth and other places in what is now West 
Virginia, that he had visited back in the 1700's! Newly commissioned provisional member of the Annual 
Conference in the Elder Track, Reverend Diane M. Kenaston, shared words from the Holy Scriptures: 
(Psalm 121; Romans 5:1-5; and Luke 4:16-21) 

We appreciated the presence of so many Cabinet Members (and families) and their participation 
in a celebration of Holy Communion, led by Dr. William H. Wilson, Dr. J. F. Lacaria and host 
superintendent, Reverend Mark W. Flynn. Reverend David F. Donathan, newly commissioned 
provisional member of the Annual Conference in the Deacon Track, led congregational hymns and 
directed special music provided by a group of volunteer singers. Evidence of preliminary construction of 
the Rehoboth Amphitheater enabled visitors to see how it will some day provide an exquisite outdoor 
space for witnessing to future generations! The initial $5,000 grant came from the General Commission 
on Archives & History and we thank individuals and congregations who have already added their 
contributions! We will continue to receive funding through the Conference Treasurer’s line item #931 for 
the completion of the amphitheater until it becomes a reality. 

Reverend Kenneth Stockwell, Curator at Rehoboth, led historic and informational tours of the 
Rehoboth Church, which is the oldest (still standing) protestant church located West of the Allegheny 
Mountains! He and his wife, Charlotte, provide this service for many large bus tour groups and others 
each year between April through October. 

During this quadrennium, the Commission on Archives & History will have actively participated 
in at least twelve significant local church anniversary celebrations. One of our goals is to be supportive of 
local churches as they celebrate their past while also helping them to look forward to their futures as 
active United Methodist Congregations within their communities. On October 9" Dewayne and I will 
attend the 225" Anniversary of First UMC in Shinnston, WV where I will present an official Certificate 
of Celebration from the Conference Commission on Archives & History and Dewayne will take a formal 
photograph of their congregation. This and other memorabilia from their Anniversary Celebration will be 
added to the Conference Archives at West Virginia Wesleyan College. 

A limited number of copies of The Tours of Bishop Francis Asbury 1776-1815, compiled by Dr. 
Lawrence Sherwood and published by the West Virginia Annual Conference Commission on Archives & 
History, are available this week-end for $10.00. 


“Ministry of Memory -A Photographic Journaling Exhibit” 
donated for display at Covenant Council Meeting by Dewayne & Ginnie Lowther, Visual Journalists 
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Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 
Minutes - March 31, 2012 - Rare Book Room - Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, WV Wesleyan 


Call to order: 10:15 a.m. 


Present: Kathy Hanko, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Robert Moffett, Lawrence 
Sherwood and Betty Shields. Also present were Carol Bowman and Brett Miller from the 
Library Staff. Paula McGrew, Director of the Library, had other campus responsibilities but 
came by for a few minutes. 


Advance Notice of Absence: Jane Donovan, Joe Geiger, Jr., Allen Johnson, Scott Mayberry, 
Dennis Mehaffie, Patricia Tolliver, Bill Wilson and Elaine Wright. 


Commission Membership for next quadrennium: The Annual Conference Committee on 
Nominations has requested information about participation of current commission members and 
suggestions for additional persons to contact about serving. Elaine Wright and Allan Evans have 
health concerns that will make it difficult to continue serving. Three names of prospective 
members were supplied to the Nominations Committee. Betty Ann Nicholson, Mary Johnson 
and Tom Davis. Betty Ann lives in Jane Lew, recently retired as Executive Director of the 
Hacker’s Creek Pioneers Descendants, a genealogical Library and organization located near 
Weston. She is a member of Broad Street UMC in Weston where she and her husband directed a 
year long observance of that congregation’s 100" anniversary and published a bound book of 
historical information for the occasion. Mary Johnson lives in Charleston, is a member of 
Elizabeth Memorial UMC, works on the staff of West Virginia’s Department of Archives and 
History at the Capitol in Charleston and has expressed an interest in serving on the Commission. 
Tom Davis, a member of Christ Church in Charleston, is very much interested in United 
Methodist History in West Virginia and has asked to be considered for membership on the 
Commission. The Committee on Nominations has not contacted current members who are 
eligible to continue about their willingness to serve another quadrennium. 


Photojournaling books donated to Annual Conference Archives: Spiral bound books of 
images from local church anniversary observances have been donated to the Archives and 
presented as gifts to those congregations by Dewayne & Ginnie Lowther. 


° Trinity, Bridgeport 100" April 9, 2000 

. Mt. Zion, Nettie 100" July 25, 2004 

. Westover, Morgantown 100" October 3, 2004 

. Wayside, Vienna - Consecration of new addition - May 22, 2005 

. Stephenson, Parkersburg 100" October 15, 2006 

. Avery, Morgantown - 1* service in newly constructed building - September 30, 2007 
° Canaan, Charleston - 1“ service as merged congregation - July 6, 2008 
° Concord, Athens 150" October 19, 2008 

° Short Creek, West Liberty 225" September 12, 2010 

° Hickory Grove, Mt.Nebo 100" September 19, 2010 

. Middlebourne 100" present sanctuary - October 10, 2010 


First Church, Buckhannon _100" for present building - June 19, 2011 
. Rehoboth Heritage Landmark - 225" - June 25, 2011 
. Broad Street, Weston 100" August 27-28, 2011 
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Records for Faith, Highlawn and Southside Churches in Huntington: These congregations 
formed Community of Grace on November 2011. According to Robert Williams, General 
Secretary of the Commission on Archives and History, records for these and other merged 
congregations are to be retained on site of the newly formed congregation. 


Rehoboth: Betty Shields shared reflections on the 225" Anniversary Celebration and it was 
pointed out that additional information is contained in the Commission report to the 2012 Annual 
Conference. A new curator will be chosen to begin work after Annual Confernce following the 
retirement of Kenneth Stockwell. Mark Flynn, Greenbrier Superintendent, is coordinating the 
search. 


Report For Annual Conference Workbook: The enclosed report will be printed in the 2012 
Annual Conference Workbook and Journal and has been submitted to the Secretary of the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History to be distributed when the 
NEJCAH meets in Gettysburg in May. 


Appalachian College Consortium: Carol shared information about special collections and 
opportunities to upload United Methodist historical information. Work is currently being done to 
digitize the extensive oral history collection recorded over the past 30+ years by students in 
Marvin Carr’s classes. Dewayne reported that he has a personal collection of gavel to gavel tape 
recording of Annual Conference Sessions for the thirty years he served as Annual Conference 
Secretary and that he has purchased personal equipment to convert selected portions of those 
tapes to MP3 format. There was considerable discussion of opportunities to utilize the web for 
making these and other materials available on line. 


West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society: Betty Shields is president and Kathy 
Hanko serves as treasurer. The Society checking account serves as a depository for funds 
collected and expended for publication and sale of books, the Society’s luncheon at Annual 
Conference, and accumulation of funds to use when the West Virginia Commission on Archives 
and History hosts the Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History meeting and 
also to help with expenses for Society members who attend this regional conference each year. 
On motion, authorization was given to make $500.00 available to be divided among those 
attending the 2012 meeting in Gettysburg from May 15" through the 17th. Lawrence and Hazel 
Sherwood and Kathy and Paul Hanko will be attending to represent our Commisison. 


Commission Account Balance with United Methodist Foundation: As of December 31, 2011, 
the value of this account was $4,819.27. 


High Density Mobile Shelving: Brett, who served as an Intern at the Smithsonian in Washington 
last Summer and currently serves as Wesleyan’s Archivist, commented on the limited amount of 
space for organizing the West Virginia Conference Archives Collection and the benefits of 
installing high density mobile shelving units to make better use of available floor space. In 2008, 
Ginnie had shared similar observations after visiting Evangelical United Brethren Archives at 
United Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, where this type of shelving had been installed. Contact was 
made with a shelving vendor who pointed out the need to have an engineer determine if the floor 
in the Archives Room would support that type of shelving since it concentrates weight on a 
smaller area of the floor. Serious consideration will now be given to finding a definitive answer 
to that question and to explore grant opportunities to supplement Commission and Historical 
Society resources necessary to begin this project. 
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COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES & HISTORY MEETING AGENDA 
AUGUST 25, 2012 


Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library - second floor 
following lunch at French See Dining Hall 


Opening Prayer 


Roll Call and Introductions (Please be prepared to give your name, where you are from and 
something you would like to share about yourself and your interest in the history of our 
denomination) 


11. 


12. 


General Information Sharing : 


Please welcome our three new members of the Commission: Charles Clements from 
New Martinsville (who could not be present today due to previous commitments); Mary 
Johnson, representing the Midland South District, and Betty Nicholson, representing the 
Wesleyan District. (We also welcome her husband, Randall, who enjoys working on 
history projects with Betty)! 

Dennis Mehaffie, President of the Historical Society, is not here today due to the death of 
his Mother in Pennsylvania this week. 

Joe Geiger, is not here today due to a family celebration of the 80" Birthday of his father- 
in-law. 

Scott Mayberry is not here today because he has a wedding to perform in his new 
church. 

Asbury Books are still available for sale (members can check some out from Lawrence 
Sherwood to offer for sale in their Districts) 

We are glad the General Conference did not vote to discontinue the Commission on 
Archives & History and several other agencies! 

Robert Moffett is currently a District Governor for Lions Club in West Virginia and 
recently attended the meeting of Lions International in Korea! 

Carol Bowman and Brett Miller are willing to share the work as our Conference 
Archivists. Brett attended the quadrennial workshop at the General Commission on 
Archives & History at Drew University last month. Carol attended one of the workshops 
several years ago. Both Carol and Brett have a Masters Degree in Library Science! 

Jane Donovan continues to serve as Editor for the NEJ Bulletin. Members of this 
Commission should be on the list to receive this quarterly information. 

Kathy Hanko, continues to serve as a member at large of the NEJ Commission to 
represent our Conference. She reports that it will soon be our turn to host their Annual 
Meeting which is always held in May of each year. 

We are making new history as we welcome our first female Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 
on October 13, 2012 from 1:30-4:00 p.m in Wesley Chapel! Please plan to attend! 
Following the retirement of Kenneth Stockwell, Rehoboth Heritage Landmark has a new 
Curator, Herman Jones! 


Page | 
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Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 


Quadrennial Orientation - Meeting of Commission - August 25, 2012 


Quadrennial Orientation - 9:00 a.m. - Wesley Chapel - West Virginia Wesleyan College 


The following members of the Commission attended the Quadrennial Orientation Meeting for 
all West Virginia Conference Boards and Agencies held at West Virginia Wesleyan College on 
Saturday, August 25, 2012: Jane Donovan, Joe Geiger, Katherine Hanko, Mary Johnson, 
Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Robert Moffett, Betty Nicholson, Lawrence Sherwood and 
Bill Wilson. Also present was Randall Nicholson who works with his wife in researching and 
publishing archival materials and has been invited to attend meetings of the Commission. Scott 
Mayberry, Dennis Mehaffie and Charles Clements had given advance notice that they would not 
be free to attend. 


Following a time of worship, Bill Wilson, Director of the Covenant Council and Assistant to the 
Bishop, reminded those present of the United Methodist Mission Statement, the West Virginia 
Annual Conference Vision Statement and the Quadrennial Emphasis which serves as a starting 
point for the work of all Annual Conference Agencies 

JF Lacaria shared information concerning the Covenant Council, the office of Connectional 
Ministry and reviewed a Schematic of Annual Conference Structure showing relationships of 
Conference Agencies. 

Bill Wilson spoke about Conference Rules related to submitting vouchers for expenses, 
attendance expectations, and matters related to agency budgets. Other issues presented included 
Clergy Ethics and Child Protection Standards adopted by the Conference. 


The final presentation related to concepts from a book by Heifitz, et al, The Practice of Adaptive 
Leadership: Tools and Tactics or Changing Your Organization and the World 


Lunch 12:00 p.m. - French A. See Dining Room - Benedum Campus Center 


Commission Meeting - Rare Book Room - Annie Merner Pfeifer Library 
Call To Order: The Commission meeting was called to order at 1:09 p.m. by Ginnie Lowther, 


Commission Chairperson. Joe Geiger, Vice Chairperson of the Commission asked to be excused 
due to a previously scheduled obligation. 
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The 2012 Annual Conference elected three new members to serve on the Commission. Mary 
Johnson, a member of Elizabeth Memorial UMC in Charleston; Betty Nicholson, a member of 
Broad Street UMC in Weston, and Charles Clements, a member of New Martinsville UMC. 
Charles represents the Northern District, Betty represents the Wesleyan District and Mary the 
Midland South District. They bring a world of knowledge and experience to the Commission. 
Charles has been a lay member of Annual Conference for several years. Mary is on the State 
Archives staff at the Department of Culture and History in Charleston and works with the State 
Archives Web Site. Betty is Treasurer of the Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants Library & 
former Director of that Association. Her husband Randall is not an elected member of the 
Commission but has been encouraged to attend Commission meetings. 


Decisions approved during the meeting included: 


O 


Q 


Members of the Commission expressed appreciation to Carol Bowman and Brett Miller 
for their professionalism in caring for Annual Conference Archives and invited them to 
attend, without vote, future meetings of the Commission. 

The Commission will explore Robert Moffett’s suggestion that a contractual agreement 
with the Director of Wesleyan’s Library be considered relative to compensation for 
library staff who also care for Conference Archives. This could replace the current 
arrangement where those staff persons are paid an hourly rate by the Commission. Jane 
Donovan affirmed that suggestion and provided Brett Miller with contact information in 
other annual conferences where this type of arrangement is in place. Bill Wilson 
responded favorably to the idea and pointed out that monthly payments to the Friends of 
the Library for this purpose could be paid by the Annual Conference Treasurer. If such an 
arrangement can be set up and approved by the Commission before the February 2013 
deadline for submitting 2014 budget requests, the current line item for Archivists 
Salaries could be changed to Archivist Services. Until the current policy is replaced, 
Carol and Brett will receive $8.00 per hour for time spent in working with Conference 
Archives. 

The Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference Commission on Archives and History will be 
invited to meet in West Virginia in 2016. Jane Donovan will contact Matthew Loyer of 
the Susquehanna Conference who is chair of the NEJ Commission to see if another 
Annual Conference has already offered to host the group that year. As soon as we have 
that information and dates for the meeting, Ginnie will ask Chris Ridgeway at the 
Conference Office to contact staff at John XXIII to reserve accommodations for the 
meeting. It is likely that it will be held the second week in May. Once it has been 
determined that the Commission will host the 2016 meeting and we have dates, a 
planning committee will be appointed to bring suggestions to the Commission relative to 
speakers, worship leaders, musicians for the meeting and arrangements for a bus tour of 
historic sites in the Kanawha Valley. The 2013 meeting will be held in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire on May 14 and 15 with the 2014 session to be held at Drew and the 2015 
session to be held in New York. 
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OQ If possible, the next meeting of the Commission will be at the Culture Center in 
Charleston on April 13". Mary Johnson will check with Joe Geiger to see if that date is 


open on his schedule. 
Reports 
2012 General Commission on Archives and History training event at Drew. Brett represented the 


West Virginia Conference at this quadrennial training session and reported on the wide variety 
of topics that were discussed relative to information important to those working with Archive 
Collections: data processing, forms for donor gifts, relationships, physical preservation issues, 
operating with limited funding, strategies for climate control, dealing with records that were not 
legally transferred to archives, reference services, registration to maintain information on who 
requests access to materials, policy changes within archival infrastructure, walking fine line 
between preserving records and making them available for research. 


Brett and Carol reported that de-humidifiers, authorized at a previous Commission Meeting, had 
been installed in both rooms where archival materials are housed and that work had been done 
on thermostats in those rooms. It was also reported that Carol and Brett had visited Lowther’s 
home in Williamstown to observe their personal work areas for reviewing photographs and 
transferring audio tapes to digital files. While in the Williamstown/Marietta area, the Director of 
the Library at Marietta College took them on a tour of that school’s newly constructed library. 
Of particular interest was Marietta’s use of Modular Shelving to conserve space. Further study 
needs to be done to determine if the second floor of the Annie Merner Pfeifer Library could 
support the weight of modular shelving in the Rare Book and Archives rooms. 


General Conference. Jane Donovan reported that, if adopted, proposed structural changes would 
have had dramatic impact on General and Annual Conference Commissions on Archives and 
History. The proposed changes were adopted but declared un-constitutional by the Judicial 
Council on the last day of the Conference. 


2012 Northeastern Jurisdictional Commission on Archiv istory meeting. Attending the 
event which was held in Gettysburg were Kathy and Paul Hanko, Jane Donovan, and Lawrence 
and Hazel Sherwood. Kathy gave a detailed account of the experience and pointed out that it is 
not necessary to be an elected member to attend this event and that there are persons who attend 
year after year to learn from the speakers and experience the annual bus tour. 


General Discussion Topics 


Mary Johnson - Shared notes from Joe Geiger 


QO Superintendents and others should be kept informed concerning the type of records local 
congregations should maintain and disposition of those records when any of those 
churches are closed or merged. 

QO Important to create searchable database with basic historical information about each 
congregation. 

Long term funding is needed for Rehoboth United Methodist Heritage Landmark. 
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QO Informative articles about United Methodist Historic Sites in West Virginia should be 
shared through the Annual Conference Newspaper and any other available publication. 


> Resignation of Patricia Tolliver as Conference Archivist after 34 years in that position is 
providing challenges, opportunities, and the necessity of revisiting the Commission’s 
policies regarding Annual Conference Archives and those selected to care for them. 
Web presence potential! for conference archival materials through pages in time. 
Mission statement for conference archives. 

Develop/refine collections policy 

Provide online catalog for collections. 

Long time relationship between Annual Conference and Wesleyan. 

Migration of archive holdings to Annie Merner Pfeifer Library to Erickson House and 
back to Library with some items stored at one time in tunnel under Wesley Chapel. 


Lo iver. Celebrati 


Certificates of Congratulation from the Commission on Archives and History have been 
presented to the following congregations. 

100" June 24" Beverly Hills UMC Huntington, Western District 

200" June 24" Orma UMC, Little Kanawha District 

100" August5" Spruce Grove UMC, Kanawha District 

100" August 12" First UMC Williamstown, Little Kanawha District 

100" September 2™ Rainelle UMC, Greenbrier District 


re PT oie wy 


oooood 


Announcements - Scheduled Events 


Kathy Hanko shared information on a scheduled “Morgantown Church Walk” which will take 
place on the 5" of October from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 


Jane Donovan invited interested persons to come to Morgantown on Monday, October 29" at 
7:00 p.m. (location to be announced) to hear a presentation by Dr. Jeff Bach, Director of Young 
Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies and Associate Professor in the Department of Religious 
Studies at Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. Dr. Bach will speak about three 
Eckerland brothers who were involved in a Pennsylvania Monastery in the 1730s and later lived 
in West Virginia. 


The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Robert Moffett. 


ae Submitted 
A Mins |. Leh 


Dewayne Ctier Secretary 
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COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES & HISTORY 
Covenant Council Report - October 5-6, 2012 
Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 


What are your hopes & dreams? 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Commission on Archives & History is mandated by the 
United Methodist Discipline to keep records at four different levels: (1) The Local Church; (2) The 
Annual Conference; (3) The Jurisdictional Conference and (4) the General Conference. “This includes 
establishing retention and disposition schedules for annual conference and local church records under 
standards or guidelines developed by the General Commission on Archives and History. In order for our 
future to have a past we must be concerned for the records of today. A concern for the historical, the 
legal and the fiscal needs of our Conference motivates us to faithfully preserve our important records. ” 
(General Commission on Archives & History guidelines for managing records of the Annual 
Conference and the Local Church - 2009) 


The Commission will continue to encourage local churches to up-date their histories for filing 
with the Annual Conference Archives located in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia 
Wesleyan College. Wesleyan has hired Brett Miller to serve as the College Archivist and he sees a strong 
connection between the history of the college and our Annual Conference. Brett Miller and Carol 
Bowman will continue to oversee the Conference Archives Collection and provide assistance for local 
church historians and other interested persons seeking information. 


The Commission will continue to give support and recognition to local churches as they celebrate 
significant anniversaries. 


The Commission will provide support for the Rehoboth Board of Directors as they continue to 
work toward the completion of the construction of the Rehoboth Amphitheater on the site of the 
Rehoboth Heritage Landmark which is one of 41 Heritage Landmarks of the United Methodist General 
Commission on Archives & History. The ground breaking for this project took place in 2010. The 
Greenbrier District churches have taken the lead in raising more than their share of necessary funding but 
this really needs to be considered more of a Conference-wide opportunity and goal! The Rehoboth Board 
of Directors report that it will take approximately $25,000 more than they presently have on hand to 
complete this facility. 


What do you see before you in the next four years? 


The Commission projects that many more local churches will be celebrating 100, 150, 200, or 
225 years! 


The Commission projects that more local churches may find it necessary to merge with other 
congregations or disband making it even more important that their histories are up to date in the 
Conference Archives. Members of the Commission will provide the leadership necessary to make this 
happen. 


The completion of the Rehoboth Heritage Landmark Amphitheater makes it necessary for the 
Commission and the Rehoboth Board of Directors to provide strong leadership in utilizing the 
amphitheater for presenting the message of the Church within that local community and beyond! This will 
no doubt add to the expense of up-keep but hopefully will also provide additional funding for the 
operation of the Rehoboth Heritage Landmark. This will take a lot of planning and much time and effort! 
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COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 
West Virginia Annual Conference — The United Methodist Church 
Minutes of the Meeting - March 16, 2013 


Call to order: 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson. 


Meeting Site: 

West Virginia State Archivist Joe Geiger and Historian Mary Johnson hosted the Spring 
meeting in the Archives Conference room at the West Virginia Culture Center in 
Charleston. Joe was serving as moderator for a regional History Bowl Tournament and 
not present for the Commission meeting but treated those present to lunch which was 
served by Mary Johnson. 


Attendance: 
Mary Johnson, Kathy Hanko, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Scott Mayberry, 
Lawrence Sherwood and Betty Shields, 


Requests to be excused were received from Carol Bowman, Charles Clements, Jane 
Donovan, Joe Geiger, Brett Miller, Paula McGrew, Dennis Mehaffie, Bill Wilson 


Prayer: 
Lawrence Sherwood offered an opening prayer. 


Document #1: 
Minutes from the Commission meeting at Wesleyan, August 25, 2012. There were no 
additions or corrections. 


Document #2: 
Commission membership and ex-officio participants as amended during the meeting. 


Document #3: 
2014 Commission Budget which as submitted to the Council on Finance and 
Administration and will be presented to the 2013 Annual Conference for adoption 


Document #4: 
Answers given by Commission Chairperson to questions asked at the Fall meeting of 
the Covenant Council. 


Document #5: 


Report on Annual Conference Archives from Brett Miller, West Virginia Wesleyan 
College Archivist and Carol Bowman from the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library staff. 
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Document 5A: 
West Virginia Conference Records Management sample for Bethel Church, Poe, WV. 


Document #6: 
West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society Treasurer's report. 


Balance on hand, December 31, 2013 was $3,163.15. Money received from sale of 
Asbury Book was $89.90 in addition to $110.00 received from Lawrence during the 
meeting bringing the balance on hand March 14, 2013 to $3,253.05. Sixty two copies of 
the Asbury Book remain to be sold. It was decided not to order additional copies at this 
time. Current Historical Society Officers are Dennis Mehaffie, President; Joe Geiger, Jr., 
Vice President; and Kathy Hanko, Treasurer. 


Document #7: 
Joint Archives Committee for Archives of DePauw University and Indiana United 
Methodism. 


Brett Miller, Annual Conference Archivist, shared this and additional documents as 
examples of how other Annual Conferences and educational institutions cooperate in 
the housing of United Methodist Archival Collections. These documents were for 
information only. A review of West Virginia Conference's relationship to Wesleyan will be 
on the agenda of a future meeting. 


Document #8: 
Agreement for the Housing and Management of the Archives and Library of the West 
Michigan Conference of The United Methodist Church at Albion College. 


Document #9: 
Statement of Understanding — Archives of DePauw University and Indiana United 
Methodism. 


Document #10: 
West Virginia Annual Conference Archival Policy (1968-2012) 


Document #11: 
Report of Commission on Archives and History prepared by Ginnie Lowther, 
Chairperson for 2013 Workbook and presentation to the 2013 Annual Conference. 


Document #12: 

Proposed By-Laws for West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society prepared by 
Ginnie Lowther for consideration by those attending the June Luncheon at Annual 
Conference which has traditionally been the annual meeting of the Society. 


There was informal discussion on a wide range of topics during the meeting with a 
considerable amount of time given to reflection on a proposed plan of organization for 
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45th Anniversary — 1968 Merger —- EUB and Methodist Conferences 
This historic merger will be lifted up in a handout and photo display in June 2013 


Photograph of Communion Table at Rehoboth 
Scott told those present that he shows a photograph of the Communion Table at 
Rehoboth on the screen each Communion Sunday. This table, used by Bishop Asbury, 
was photographed during the 225th Anniversary Celebration at Rehoboth. He 
suggested that we make a photograph of that table available to the Communications 
Committee for possible use during Communion at Annual Conference. 


West Virginia Commission on Archives and History to host 
Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History in 2017 


This annual meeting is hosted by various conferences and it will be West Virginia 
Conference Commission's turn to entertain the meeting during the second week of May, 
2017. Kathy shared information from previous occasions when the group met in West 
Virginia. 


There was discussion about the many arrangements that will eventually need to be 
made concerning a multitude of details including housing, bus tour, speakers, music, 
and a host of other details. 


Luncheon at 2013 Annual Conference 
The noon luncheon will again be held on the second floor of the Annie Merner Pfeiffer 
Library at Wesleyan, just outside the rooms where annual conference archives are 
located. 


Tour of West Virginia State Archives 
Mary Johnson led an informative tour following adjournment of the Meeting. 


The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 


spectfully Submitt 


/ 


Dewayne R. owther, Secretary. 
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WEST VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
ARCHIVAL POLICY (1968 - 2012) 


INTRODUCTION: The 1968 Discipline of The United Methodist Church, in setting up the 
Annual Conference Commission on Archives & History, delegates to it the responsibility of 
maintaining a historical and archival depository and preserving in the same the records of the 
Annual Conference. This work has partly been done through the years by The Conference 
Historical Society. The Library of West Virginia Wesleyan College has been the designated 
depository for the records of all the abandoned and closed churches of the Conference. (West 
Virginia Annual Conference Journals). The Commission on Archives & History seeks now to 
expand the scope of its responsibility to include the preservation of all the Archives of the 
Conference in our Depository in the West Virginia Wesleyan College Library which includes 
materials that came from the former EUB Center, Even-Breth Acres. 


DEFINITION: “Archives, as distinguished from libraries, house not primarily books, but 
documentary materials such as: records, minutes, journals, diaries, reports, pamphlets, letters, 
papers, manuscripts, photographs, audio-visuals, recordings, and any other items regardless of 
physical form or characteristic, which pertain to the current activities and history of The United 
Methodist Church”. 


PROCEDURE: The Commission on Archives and History of the West Virginia Annual 
Conference shall be the custodians of the official records (minutes, correspondence, deeds and 
other archival material described above) of all the Boards, Commissions, Committees and 
Agencies, and the like.) It shall also be the custodian of the records of the general offices of the 
Conference (District Superintendents, Program Counselors, staff members, Executive 
Secretaries, Presidents or Chairpersons of Boards and Agencies and the like.) It shall continue to 
be the custodian of the records of all closed and abandoned churches within the Annual 
Conference bounds. 

It should be the responsibility of those named above to transmit regularly to the 
Commission on Archives and History all such Archival material which no longer has operational 
usefulness. 

Where any such material is by its nature confidential matter, restrictions may be placed on 
its use at the time it is deposited in the Archives. 

It is to be understood that the Commission on Archives & History is but the custodian of 
these records. They remain the property of the Board or Agency depositing them. 

All materials in the Archives, subject to any restrictions which may have been placed 
upon them, shall be available for research use. They may not, however, be taken from their place 
of deposit except by consent of the Board or Agency whose records they are. 

Ministers and Laymen possessing personal or official papers, books or other material of 
value for church history are encouraged to deposit or bequeath such material to the Conference 
Archives. 
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The past six months since the last Commission meeting have been full of 
exciting progress for the Conference Archives at West Virginia Wesleyan 
College. Since we are unable to attend your meeting today, we felt it 
appropriate to provide a summary of progress as well as an update on some 


outcomes discussed in August. 


I. Student Internship & Active Church Records 

A student intern in the library science minor at West Virginia Wesleyan 
College, Judy Baer, is completing her capstone seminar project working with the 
active church files in the Conference Archives. She will complete a full semester 
of work (January to late April 2013), accomplishing as much work on the church 
files as possible in that time. Under the joint supervision of the archives staff, 
Judy has been re-processing, re-housing and authoring electronic finding aids 
for each church that exists in the active church files. The electronic finding aids 
are being created using Archivists’ Toolkit, a software/database suite which 
outputs EAD (Encoded Archival Description) compliant finding aids in a number 
of formats (EAD is a profession-wide standard). The database is generously 
being housed on a server at West Virginia Wesleyan College, with some 
technical support provided by the college’s IT department. Finding aids from 
Archivists’ Toolkit can be exported in a number of formats, including fully- 
searchable PDF files, HTML, and XML. 
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dissolution, or churches being abandoned or sold (and thus removed from 
charges). The unfortunate illness of the previous archivist led to a lapse in 
regular updates to the charge arrangement, leaving a number of church/charge 
files inaccessible without some degree of extra research to determine the 
current charge configuration. 

After consultation with other United Methodist archives around the 
country and discussion among the archives staff, it was decided to move away 
from a charge-based organization schema and to create separate folders and/ 
or boxes for each individual church. This decision was predicated on the 
difficulty of maintaining updated and accurate records of closed churches and 
boundary changes (both districts and charges) and the need in those cases to 
change folder labeling, create new folders, and/or shift documentation between 
folders (thus muddying the waters of provenance). Furthermore, anecdotal 
evidence for how patrons access the collection overwhelmingly suggests that 
the individual church names, rather than the charge names, provide the primary 
access point. Organization by charge meant that the archives staff and/or the 
researcher needed to know which charge an individual church was on in order 
to access the records. 

With the creation of electronic finding aids that are fully-searchable, it is 
now possible to do much more accurate cross-referencing of churches that are 
on charges or which may have closed or moved to a different charge. The staff 
intends to reflect as much of this information as is available so that researchers 
can see the connections between churches on a charge. It is helpful to note 
that, as further processing work is completed on other collections, it will be 
similarly possible to cross-reference minister files, district records, and other 
associated records to church records (and vice versa) in the finding aids, 
creating a ‘trail of breadcrumbs’ for researchers to follow when using any one 


particular collection as an entry point. 
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seem to have, at the very least, a memorandum of understanding that spells 
out the mutual expectations of the college and the Conference Commission 
regarding the archives. This serves to limit ambiguity and liability between the 
institutions and ensures that all parties are aware of their responsibilities and 


obligations. 


Ill. Opportunities for Advocacy - Cabinet Education Event 

With the appointment of a number of new district superintendents for 
this coming year, there is an opportunity for the commission and the archives 
staff to educate new cabinet members and remind current superintendents of 
the nuances of the trust agreement and their obligation to collect church 
records upon the closure or abandonment of a church. It may also be an 
excellent opportunity to discuss and/or create a standard procedure for how 
and when this should be done. At this time, practice around the conference is 
inconsistent in terms of when, how, or even if records are collected from 
churches which have closed. By way of an example, a church in the Wesleyan 
district which closed within the last year had its records come to the Upshur 
County Historical Society. It was by pure coincidence that the archives staff 
learned of these records at all and by great luck and generosity that the 
Historical Society was agreeable to turn them over to the Conference Archives. 
This is but one example of the inconsistency with which the trust agreement is 
enacted throughout the conference. It would seem advantageous to use this 
period of administrative transition in the church to advocate for and educate 
about the Conference Archives, starting with the cabinet. The archives staff 
would be willing to work with the Commission to develop such a training 


session or educational opportunity if there is interest in doing so. 
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Archives and History Luncheon 
2013 Session - West Virginia United Methodist Annual Conference 
Thursday, June 6, 2013 — 12:00 Noon 
Second Floor — Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library - West Virginia Wesleyan College 


Memo: 
From: Ginnie Lowther, Chair of Conference Commission on Archives and History 
To: Members of the Conference Commission on Archives and History 


and members of the West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society 
Subject: Agenda for 2013 Luncheon 
We will take this opportunity to first review the status of a Methodist Historical Society from its 
beginning as an incorporated organization, registered with the State of West Virginia on October 
30, 1942 and revoked as an incorporation by the West Virginia State Tax Department on 
December, 2001. 


Then we will review the current situation with regard to organization and membership of the 
current West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society. 


In the absence of By-Laws or written documentation about how the Society is organized and 
governed, we will review suggestions from the General Commission on Archives and History 
about adopting By-Laws for such an organization. 

It will be important for us to remember that the West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society, 
is not an agency of our Annual Conference and that it exists to be supportive of and an enabler 
for Ministry of Memory activities of the Annual Conference Commission. 

One recent activity has been to provide/receive funding for the well received publication of Dr. 
Sherwood’s excellent book on Asbury’s travels in West Virginia. Another is to facilitate important 
long range planning for May of 2017 when the Commission will be host to the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History Conference. 

Thank you in advance for any and all By-Law suggestions you will bring to share with us. 


Advance registration is required. Meal count goes to Wesleyan’s Food Service by May 28th. 
Mail advance registration and $10.75 for the meal to: 


Kathy Hanko, Historical Society Treasurer 
425 Park Avenue, Morgantown, WV 26501 


[Historical Society dues of $5.00 (or more) may also be mailed with your registration] 
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West Virginia Annual Conference 
The United Methodist Church 


Opening Meditation 


The March 22, 2014 meeting of the Commission on Archives & History of 
the United Methodist Church in West Virginia is called to order! 


May we be true to our calling as official “Storytellers” in order to 
continue communicating our rich heritage by writing, collecting, 
editing, and preserving written and taped history of faithful disciples 
and by giving voice to many previous West Virginia Lay and Clergy 
members, now silent! 


We remember that many of the Old Testament stories were circulated by 
word of mouth by people who lived a nomadic life style, often with no 
written records, or a single place to call home! We also have a deepened 
appreciation for information concerning our own faith development that 
eventually began to come down to us from early writers of the New 
Testament. Since these stories dealt with people’s hopes, fears, joys, 
ambitions and failures, “Storytelling” literally became an early “Art 
Form”! 


May we be diligent in documenting and maintaining the on-going 
history of our West Virginia Annual Conference for the benefit of the 
present generation and those that follow! 


We give thanks for the use of space provided in the Annie Merner 
Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia Wesleyan College for the safe 
keeping of the West Virginia Annual Conference Archives & History 
Collection and for dedicated members of the library staff who take 
time to find answers to questions from all who are seeking! 


We Celebrate the recent renewal of: Historical Society of West Virginia 
United Methodist Church that will actively assist us in the many tasks 
related to research, development and promotion for our Archives & 
History Collection at the Jurisdictional and General Church levels! 


With God’s help we promise to do our best to fulfill our calling as 
“Storytellers” for the Commission on Archives & History of the West 


Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church! 
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Commission On Archives And History - West Viginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 
Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson - Joseph N. Geiger, Jr, Vice Chairperson 
Minutes of the meeting - 10:00 a.m. -— March 22, 2014 
Rare Book Room ~ Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library - WV Wesleyan College - Buckhannon, West Virginia 


After a time of gathering, those present joined in a responsive opening meditation led 
by the Commission Chairperson before making their way through a full agenda which included: 


Approving a resolution to the Annual Conference Rules Committee requesting that the Director of the Annie 
Merner Pfeiffer Library as well as the President and Secretary/Treasurer of the Annual Conference Historical 
Society be made ex-officio members, with vote, of the Archives and History Commission 


Review of 2015 Archives and History Budget as approved by CFA and the Covenant Council. 


Recieved copies of Commission report as submitted for the 2014 Workbook and Journal. 


Brett Miller shared information about securing a 2014 Summer Intern to work with materials in the United 
Methodist Archives Collection. This would be the second year of participation in the Summer Intern program of 
the Annual Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. On motion by Kathy Hanko, Brett was given permission to 
proceed with the applicaton 


Received Betty Shields report from Spring Meeting of Rehoboth Board of Directors which included a visit by 
the Bishop and Cabinet. Ginnie shared information about expenses for Rehoboth’s utilities and lawn 
maintenance which are paid from the Commission Budget on Voucher. 
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The Hamrick Barn was again the subject of considerable discussion. Reports on funds being held in trust by the 
WV United Methodist Foundation are now mailed to the Conference Commission. On motion, the Commission 
delegated Joe and Bill to help bring clarity to the many issues involved including relationship of the 
Commission to the Trust Funds. 


Information was shared by Ginnie concerning the United Methodist Foundation custodial account for the 
Commission on Archives and History. 


Kathy Hanko reported on funds being held for the Commission by the Historical Society. 


Bill, Kathy & Paul Hanko plan to attend the 2014 Conference of the Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on 
Archives and History in Madison, New Jersey. Bill reported on the first meeting of the sub-committee (Bill, 
Scott, Kathy, Ginnie & Dewayne) charged with drawing up an outline for planning to host this Conference in 
2017. Tenative schedule: Monday, Executive Committee arrives; Tuesday, registration, evening service and a 
presentation; Wednesday, bus tour; Thursday, Business and adjournment. Bill has arranged for housing at John 
XXIII (they are holding first two weeks in May until we have definite date for Conference.) We will be given 
time on the agenda during the 2016 Conference to promote our plans for the 2017 Conference. Registration fee 
is usually around $225.00 


Kathy shared information about the Old Stone House Methodist Historial Site in Morgantown which is used by 
the Morgantown Service League, an organization that provides for many comunity services. 


There was considerable discussion about 2014 History Day at the Legislature and Lawrence Sherwood’s 
recognition as a West Virginia History Hero, 


It was reported that Joyce Charlton, Historian at Castleman Run UMC in Bethany, sent Church History 
Information forms for placing in the Annual Conference Archives and announced plans for a three day 200th 
Anniversary Celebration scheduled for August 22-24. 


After discussion, it was decided to hold the Fall 2014 meeting in the Rare Book Room at Wesleyan on Friday, 
October 24th at 10:00 a.m. 


~ 


R : lly suns 


i 4 


We Logs / Lathe 
Dewayne R. Lowther, Secretary 
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Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference 
The United Methodist Church 
Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 
Joseph N. Geiger, Jr., Vice Chairperson 


Minutes of Fall Meeting 
October 24, 2014 -— 10:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
Rare Book Room—Annie Memer Pfeiffer Library | eft to right Betty Shields, Randall (fnend of the Commission) & Betty Ann Nicholson, Bill 


For benefit of those reading these minutes in the future 


Wilson, Joe Geiger, Scot! Mayberry, Ginnie Lowther, Paula Lowther McGrew (Director of the 
Library), Dewayne Lowther, Lawrence Sherwood, Mary Johnson, Robert Moffett, and Brett 
Miller, (Wesleyan College Archivist) 


West Virginia Wesleyan College 


Call to order and celebrations: 

Chairperson Ginnie Lowther led in a responsive call to order and called attention to a number of celebrations 
that were in order the first of which was recent publication of a book authored by Brett Miller on the occasion 
of the beginning of a year long celebration honoring the 125th anniversary of the founding of Wesleyan College. 
Brett received congratulations and enthusiastic applause from those present. Other celebrations noted were 
Local Church Anniversary Celebrations by : Bethel Church, Smithville, 100th on June 29th; Castleman Run 
Church, Bethany, 200th 3 day clelebration, August 22-24; and Trinity Church in Fairmont, 145th, October 19th. 


Minutes from March 22nd meeting were reviewed. There were no changes. 


Annual Conference Archives: 
Brett Miller shared information about the Archives Collection including work done by Grace Rapking during a 
10 week Summer Intern program in cooperation with the Annual Conference Board of Ministries. 


« Organized records of Archives and History Commission and Historical Society and placed them in boxes 
instead of individual file folders located throughout the collection. 

+ Organized new collections that had been brought to the Archives. 

« Brought order to collection of Annual Conference Workbooks, worship programs, appointment books, etc. 

+ Put United Methodist Magazines in chronologial order (need to purchase new types of shelving, boxes, etc.). 

+ Joe Geiger, Jr. hosted Brett and Grace on a tour of State Archives. 

+ Worked on closed church list which now goes back to 1942 and on list of merged churches. Still have to work 
on these lists for Evangelical United Brethren Churches. Began with records after 1939 merger and still have 
to work on information following the 1968 merger. 

« Confirmed Archives Journal Holdings and Discipline collection. Some missing Journals from 1800s. 

+ Pulled third copies of Journals for use in future digitization. 

« Grace helped make list of books for possible deaccessioning from collection if they do not relate directly to 
the history of West Virginia Methodism. Brett would like to have input from the Commission and will send 
everyone proposed policies for Accession and Deaccessioning items in the Conference Archives. The subject 
of monetary value for books removed from the collection was raised and there was discussion about how 
sales of items from the Archives would be viewed by members and friends of the Annual Conference. It was 
pointed out that the Commission on Archives and History has had a long standing policy of selling current 
books through the Historical Society such as Melting Times, Travelers on the Long Road and more recently, 

The Tours of Bishop Francis Asbury in West Virginia, 1776 - 1815. The Commission also has a Trust Fund with 
the United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia and perhaps funds from any sale of items deaccessioned 
from the Archives Collection should be deposited there. 
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The Commission should have both internal and public policies. 

The General Collecting policy will be reviewed for necessary revision. 

Grace helped to compile a list of Bishops who have served the Annual Conference. 

Consider the possibility of distributing a list of Journals needed for the collection. 

As soon as possible, we should explore options for digitizing Conference Journals. 

Brett will prepare specific accession and deaccession policies and send copies to Commission members for 
review and adoption so that we have a tangible written policy in place. In addition, we will need a current 
policy for dealing with items that are already in the collection. 


Rehoboth:Anita Tracy, a former Church and Community Worker, is the new Resident Director now caring for 
the Church and Museum. The Rehoboth Board has submitted a grant request to the United Methodist Founda- 
tion of West Virginia for funding to help complete the Amphitheater project. 


Bill recently attended a meeting of the Conference Board of Trustees, where he is now a member, and reported 
that the question was raised as to who actually has the deed for Rehoboth and for the Hamrick Barn property. 
Copies of those deeds should be located and provided to members of the Commission and the Conference Board 
of Trustees. 


Commisson on Archives History Trust Fund - Account #12051 - United Methodist Foundation of WV, Inc: 
Reports for this fund are mailed to Ginnie as the Commission Chairperson. The balance as of September 30, 
2014 is $6,338.36. 


Historical Society Checking Account: 
When Kathy Hanko sent word that she could not attend today’s meeting, she included information on the 
current balance of the account which is $3,603.47 as of October 4, 2014. 


Hosting 2017 Conference - Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History: 

Bill reported that John XXIII Pastoral Center is still holding the first two weeks in May until we receive a definite 
date for the Conference from the NEJCAH Committee. If other inquiries are received for either of those months 
we will have to give them a definite decision on which date to reserve. 


Rehoboth: 

Mary returned to the subject of a deed for Rehoboth and called attention to research Ginnie had done, when 
elected to chair the Commission on Archives and History at which time she gave all Commission members 
copies of An Overview Of Archives and History Reports, a 24 page document containing Archives and History re- 
ports printed in Conference Journals from 1939 through 2008. Attention was called to page 19 of that document- 
where reference was made to a deed for Rehoboth in the report of the President of the Trustees of the Methodist 
Historial Society found on page 103 of the 1955 Journal. In that report, it was noted that at a Quarterly Confer- 
ence of the Union Charge, trustees of Old Rehoboth Church were directed to convey the lot to the Methodist 
Historical Society. 


Then, on page 15 of Ginnie’s research document, reference was made to pages 549 and 550 of the 1969 Journal 
where the report of the Commission on Archives and History Secretary indicated that ... the Bishop asked ... that 


the Methodist Historical Society, inc be dissolved ... title of all property of the Methodist Historical Society ....was 
transferred to the West Virginia Annual Conference. 


29. 
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Hamrick Barn: 


The next item on the agenda had origins in an earlier phone call to Brett Miller with an inquiry about the Ham- 
rick Barn. Brett passed the inquiry along to the Chair of the Commission and suddenly it became apparent that 
several very serious issues needed to be addressed by the Commission on Archives and History concerning this 
property which earlier had been given Historic Site status by the Annual Conference. 


Bill, calling attention to the fading away of a local Board of Directors and resulting lack of clarity concerning who 
now takes responsibility for Hamrick Barn, shared his thoughts concerning three issues. 


+ Responsibility for Hamrick Barn. - Bill and Joe have both visited the site since the Commission was first 
made aware of the situation and it is their judgement that responsibility for the Hamrick Barn now defaults 
back to the Conference Commission on Archives and History. A trust fund with the United Methodist 
Foundation of West Virginia was established by Portia Hamrick to provide for expenses in carrying out that 
responsibility and maintenance for the Cemetery where she is buried. Reports for that fund are now mailed 
to the Commission Chairperson and the Foundation has confirmed that the Commission may now draw on 
those funds for Hamrick Barn and Cemetery expenses. After separate visits to Webster County and conversa- 
tions with local individuals, Joe and Bill are in a position to help the Commission develop a plan to meet our 
obligations. We now have a copy of Portia Hamrick’s will and the Trust Fund agreement. We now have a copy 
of by-laws for the local Board of Directors and we are all surprised to learn that the Vice Chair of the Confer- 
ence Commission on Archives and History is the designated chair of that board. 

« Howisthe Hamrick Barn titled? Hamrick Barn appears to be the only Conference Historic Site where there 
is an issue about who actually owns the property. We have the deed. 

« Annual Conference Board of Trustees reluctance to accept ownership of the Hamrick Barn & Land. When 
Bill, a new Conference Trustee, brought up the subject of Conference ownership of a deed to Hamrick Barn 
during a recent meeting, he was met with serious questions about liability and a general unwillingness to be 
involved. 


Foundation correspondance — Miss Portia Hamrick Memorial Trust: 

Attention was called to letters from Joe to the Foundation and from the Foundation to Joe concerning the fact 
that the Commission was now accountable for using funds from the Trust for expenses related to the Hamrick 
Barn as well as the cemetery where Portia Hamrick is buried. 


Who is successor to the Historical Society which no longer exists? 

Joe shared information about a series of phone calls from Mr. Triplett who expressed concern that nothing had 
been done on Barn or cemetery upkeep for over six years. Joe explained to him that members of the current 
Commission were not aware of the situation and that once it had been brought to their attention, they had been 
working on the process of determining if they were the successor to an earlier Historical Society which no longer 
exists. Lawrence spoke up with his opinion that the Commission was, in fact, the successor and had both author- 
ity and responsibility to take appropriate actions. Bill affirmed Lawrence's position on the matter and indicated 
that the Conference Chancellor also holds that position although he has concerns about who actually holds title 
to the property. 


There was discussion around the fact that existance of the Miss Portia Hamrick Memorial Trust both simplifies 
and complicates Hamrick Barn issues for the Commission. If the only concerns were about the future of the 
Barn and the reluctance of the Conference Trustees to hold title to the property, it might be possible to actually 
sell the property to Bill Triplett, since the Historic Site is in the middle of his farm, However, the Foundation 
Trust is in place forever and the Cemetery is located at least two miles from the Barn and down a currently im- 
passable road. 

a3 
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Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 


Minutes of the Meeting 
May 8, 2015 


Meeting Site: Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants Genealogy & History Library - Horner, West Virginia 


Attendance: Mary Johnson, Jo Geiger, Kathy Hanko, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Scott Mayberry, 
Brett Miller, Paula McGrew, Bob Moffett, Betty Ann Nicholson, Randall Nicholson, Lawrence Sherwood, 
Bill Wilson. Betty Shields had previously scheduled responsibilities and Charles Clements was visiting fami- 
ly in California. 


Tour of Genealogy and History Library: Betty Ann and Randall gave a guided tour of the Library, pointing 
out the unique nature of the information available there. 


Call to Order: 

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 and Scott offered an opening prayer which was followed by a brief 
time of sharing joys and concerns. Ginnie expressed appreciation for support and encouragement received 

from members of the Commission following her hip surgery. Bill shared information about his wife's recent 
hospitalization and talked about his current appointment to serve as an interim pastor to care for a congre- 
gation experiencing difficult times following the removal of an appointed pastor. 


Minutes from the Fall meeting were approved on motion by Joe with a second from Bob. 


Commission’s report to the 2015 Annual Conference was included in the agenda booklet. 


Historical Society Treasurers Report 

e Balance on Hand, June 21, 2014 $ 3,603.47 
e Additions $0 
e Disbursements $0 
« Balance on Hand, May 5, 2015 $3,603.47 


Anniversary Certificates were presented to Castleman's Run near Bethany where a 200th Anniversary was 
celebrated with a three day re-enactment of an 1814 Camp Meeting and Bethel Church near Smithville 
where Bishop Stiener Ball shared in celebrating a 100th Anniversary. On both occasions, Dewayne & Ginnie 
created photo essay books as personal gifts to the congregations and for placement in the Annual Confer- 
ence Archives. Forrest Burdette Congregation will be observing a 100th Anniversary on May 17th. 


Archives and History’s budget request for 2016. Copies of Archives & History budget request and CFA’ 
recommendations were distributed. Although the amount requested for 2016 was the same as that for 2015, 
the Finance Commission is recommending $19,160.00, an increase of $1,160.00. Bill Wilson called atten- 
tion to the need to put an additional line item in the 2017 budget request to provide for expenses related to 
hosting the 2017 NEJCAH Conference. It was reported that $1,991.47 has been vouchered to date for Re- 
hoboth Utilities and that this information has been shared with Anita Tracy, the new Resident Director at 
Rehoboth. 


Proposed rule change request from Archives and History, was accepted by the Committee on Rules and 


will be presented to the Annual Conference for approval. If adopted, the following will now be ex-officio 
members of the Commission with vote: The Director of Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia 
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and when the Annual Conference Archives Collection is moved to a different room, the Commission will have 
an opportunity to be creative in seccuring funds for providing these items in order to maximize use of the space. 


Brett spoke about two important documents he prepared for review and adoption by the Commission: “Archives 
Collecting Policy & Collection Access Policy/Usage Agreement” and “Internal Book/Periodical Deacces- 
sion Procedure.” The intent of these documents is to assist in refining the collection to items that have specific 
relevance to Methodism in West Virginia. Brett said that copies had been e-mailed to Commission members but 
he had yet to receive comments or suggestions from anyone. There was consensus that the Commission was 
responsible for approving these documents and should take action as soon as possible. Bill pointed out that the 
June Historical Society Luncheon was not a legislative body and would be attended by persons not elected to 
the Commission. It was suggested that copies of the updated documents be printed and mailed to Commission 
members by the Chairperson for review & balloting by e-mail. Mary Johnson suggested that after hard copies of 
the two documents are sent to Commission members for evaluation and balloting, any concerns of Commission 
members shound be sent to Ginnie who can compile them before sending them on to Brett. Once these docu- 
ments are adopted, they will be available on Wesleyan’s Webb Site for those with interest in the United Meth- 
odist Collection. For example, a list of churches discontinued since 1943 is being compiled by Cliff Schell in 
cooperation with Brett with the goal being to make this kind of information available on line. Brett pointed out 
that once Deaccession Procedures are adopted by the Commission, decisions will have to be made concerning 
disposition of Books and Periodicals that do not meet the West Virginia Annual Conference Collection guide- 
lines. Mary suggested that some items might have monetary value and that the Commision may need to develop 
additional guidelines for books and periodicals in that category. She suggested that any and all comments from 
members of the Commission be directed to the chairperson who could organize them before passing them along 
to Brett. 


As Brett prepared to return to Wesleyan’s Campus for responsibilities related to Graduation, members of the 
Commision expressed their appreciation, not only for his work with the United Methodist Collection but also 
for his many talents. 


United Methodist Foundation of WY, Inc. 
Included with the agenda were two reports for the period January 01, 2015 to March 31, 2015 


« Archives and History Trust Fund - Account Number 12051 - Market Value $6,621.76 
Bill asked that we obtain the document of understanding that was prepared at the time this Fund was established 
so that we can have a clear understanding concerning how the funds may be used and can have answers for those 
identified by Foundation Staff who have an interest in Church History and might be willing to donating money 
to an Archives and History Trust Fund. Joe suggested that in the event there are no written guidelines for using 
money in the Archives and History Trust Fund, the Commission should adopt some. 


e Miss Portia Hamrick Memorial Trust - Account Number 312118 - Market Value $84,124.17 
Joe reported that two payments have been made from the Hamrick Trust. 
« December 28, 2014 - $6,000.00 to Harry’s Blacktop Paving in payment for one half of the cost of 
Blacktop Paving on access road to the Hamrick Barn Property. 
+ January 2, 2015 - $2,400.00 to Robinson & Son for clearing right-of-way to Hamrick Cemetery. 


Hamrick Barn: Joe reported that Mr. Triplett wants to construct a fence around the Hamrick Barn. This action 
would create a smaller area for mowing with the remainder of the area used for grazing cattle. It was agreed that 
this action would in no way relinquish ownership of that portion of the Hamrick Barn lot that would fall outside 
the fence. Joe shared additional information from his conversation with Mr. Triplett including his willingness 

to buy the barn and his concern about leaving the gate unlocked when the family was away from the farm. Bill 


Me 
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Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History - 2015 Annual Conference. Kathy and Paul 
Hanko are going to represent the West Virginia Conference Commission on Archives and History at the 2015 
Conference of the Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History and will take enough copies 
of the Commission’s report to the 2015 Annual Conference to share with those attending that meeting with an 
extra paragraph added with reference to plans by WV Commission for hosting the 2017 NEJCAH Conference. 


On motion by Bill, with a second from Joe, the Commission agreed to pay $600.00 registration and 
housing expenses for Kathy and Paul to represent the West Virginia Commission. 


Hosts For The Meeting: Appreciation was expressed to Betty Ann and Randall who arranged for us to use the 
Conference room at The Central West Virginia Genealogy and History Library which is operated and main- 
tained by the Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants Society. 


Documents For Information: Several documents were distributed for information including: 
¢ 2013 letter requesting assistance from Conference Chancellor with Hamrick Barn Issues. 
Creation of Hamrick Memorial Trust 

Deed - The Methodist Historical Society 

Apendix to Portia Hamrick’s Will 

Constitution-By Laws - Old Hamrick Barn 


Date for Fall meeting of the Commission: September 5th. 

Adjournment and Lunch: At 1:00, Commission members gathered around a large table in the Conference 
Room of the Steer Steak House across from Wall Mart. Bill offered table grace as those present joined hands, 
leaving a space at the head of the table in recognition of the Cloud of Witnesses from the past and in honor of 
those for whom we provide opportunities to hear their stories through our Ministry of Memory. 


Resp Submitted, 


fd 


Dewayne R. Lowther, Secretary 
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Collecting Church Histories from the Historically African American United Methodist 
Church of the West Virginia Annual Conference 


A Report to the Conference Commission on Archives and History 


As you may know, Bishop Steiner Ball has made a major commitment to support 
diversity in the West Virginia Annual Conference. In 2014-2015, the Bishop visited all 
18 Black United Methodist Churches in our conference for the purpose of assessing the 
heart and needs of our remaining 18 congregations. For most of our churches it was 
the first time a Resident Bishop had ever visited the churches and sat with the 
members to discuss their dreams and goals. Needless to say, the Bishop’s Visits has 
endeared her to our congregations and sparked a new sense of vitalization for 
ministry among the Black United Methodist Churches. 


On April 19, 2015 the Bishop held a Day Apart as a follow-up to her visits to the 
18 historically African American UMCs. At the Day Apart the attendees were asked: 


“What are your hopes and dreams for the African American churches in our 
conference?” 


“What would you be willing to commit?” 
“What is God calling you to do” 


As a lover of history and story telling, | volunteered to collect the church 
histories of our remaining 16 historically African American United Methodist Churches. 
The group gathered showed signs of support and excitement for this task and pledged 
to provide me with photos and written histories of their churches. During the 
discussion of this project, J. F. LaCaria, Director of the Covenant Council suggested 
that a display of the church histories and photos be placed among other tables at the 
2015 West Virginia Annual Conference. J. F. Lacaria promptly reserved a space and 
table for this project. 


Since the Bishop’s Day Apart, | have communicated with all 16 congregations 
and have received several written histories and photos of interiors and exteriors of 
the churches and well as photos of members gathered for specific events at these 
churches. Some of the photos are just awesome and reflective of our rich heritage. 


The collection of church histories and church photos grew out of the Bishop’s 
Initiative with support coming from the Bishop’s Initiative, the Covenant Council, and 
the Conference Commission on Religion and Race. We are reaching out to the 
Conference Commission on Archives and History to ask for your support and 
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* Bishop Matthew Clair, Sr. said, “The Negro has survived mainly because of his 
spiritual nature. Religion is his greatest help in his upward struggle. He turns 
to the church as a plant to the sun.” 


ATTACHMENT: A sample of display items for the 2015 Annual Conference 


A Collection of Church Histories from Historically African 
American United Methodist Churches of the West Virginia Annual 
Conference 


1.Asbury United Methodist Church in Moorefield, WV 
2.Court United Methodist Church in Welch, WV 

3.Ebenezer United Methodist Church in Huntington, WV 
4.Janes United Methodist Church in Keyser, WV 

5.John Stewart United Methodist Church in Bluefield, WV 
6.John Wesley United Methodist Church in Lewisburg, WV 
7.Jones United Methodist Church in Morgantown, WV 
8.Logan Memorial United Methodist Church in Parkersburg 
9.Main Street United Methodist Church in Ronceverte, WV 
10.Mt. Pisgah United Methodist Church in Romney, WV 
11.St. James United Methodist Church in White Sulphur, WV 
12.St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Williamsport, 
13.Simpson Memorial United Methodist Church in Charleston 
14.Trinity United Methodist Church in Fairmont, WV 
15.Waldon United Methodist Church in Piedmont, WV 
16.Warren United Methodist Church in Grafton, WV 


Main Street United Methodist Church 
The Black Methodist Church was first started in the late 


1870’s in the office of the Bowman Lumber Company, located 
on the upper Island Park of Ronceverte, West Virginia. 
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St. James United Methodist Church 


The St. James United Methodist Church had its beginning in 
1876 meeting in an old schoolhouse. The building was a 
commissary used by workmen who built the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railroad to White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. 


After worshipping there for five years, the congregation sent 
a committee to ask the White Sulphur Company to sell the land 
on which to erect a building. The committee raised six or seven 
hundred dollars for the new building and purchased the plot of 
ground across the railroad near the present station. This 
building established the first church of Methodism in White 
Sulphur Springs and the church was ready for use in 1881. 


In 1920 Reverend J. H. Peters began plans to erect a modern 
building. With the land and $7,000 to clear all indebtedness, the 
present structure was erected in 1923. 


The St. James Methodist Episcopal Church became St. James 
United Methodist Church in 1965, becoming a member of the 
West Virginia Conference. 


At present, our active membership is eleven people. We keep 
our faith in God and the Lord Jesus Christ that our church will 
be revitalized with new members who want to be a part of 
God’s church and community. We are determined to keep 
recruiting disciples to carry out the Lord’s word. 
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Greetings from Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson of your Commission on Archives and History. 
| recently received the following report from Loretta Young who has been collecting church histories from Historically 
African American Churches of our Annual Conference. Thank you for reading and visiting Loretta’s display at the Ministry Fair! 


A REPORT ON HISTORICALLY AFRICAN AMERICAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES OF THE WEST VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
by Loretta Young 


As you may know, Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball has made a major commitment to support diversity in the West Virginia Annual 
Conference. In 2014-2015, the Bishop visited all 18 Black United Methodist Churches in our conference for the purpose of assessing the heart 
and needs of our remaining 18 congregations. For most of our churches, it was the first time a Resident Bishop had ever visited the churches and 
sat with the members to discuss their dreams and goals. Needless to say, the Bishop's visits have endeared her to our congregations and sparked a 
new sense of vitalization for ministry among the Black United Methodist Churches. 


On April 19, 2015, the Bishop held a Day Apart as a follow-up to her visits to the 18 historically African American United Methodist 
Churches. At the Day Apart the attendees were asked: "What are your hopes and dreams for the African American churches in our conference?”; 
“What would you be willing to commit?"; "What is God calling you to do"? 


Asa lover of history and story telling, I volunteered to collect the church histories of our remaining 16 historically African American 
United Methodist Churches. Those gathered, showed signs of support and excitement for this task and pledged to provide me with photos and 
written histories of their churches. During the discussion of this project, J. E Lacaria, Director of the Covenant Council, suggested that a 
display of the church histories and photos be placed among other tables at the 2015 West Virginia Annual Conference Ministry Fair. J. F. Lacaria 
promptly reserved a space and table for this project. 


Since the Bishop's Day Apart, I have communicated with all 16 congregations and have received several written histories and photos 
of interiors and exteriors of the churches as well as photos of members gathered for specific events at these churches. Some of the photos are just 
awesome and reflective of our rich heritage. 


The collection of church histories and church photos grew out of the Bishop's Initiative with support coming from the Bishop's 
Initiative, the Covenant Council, and the Conference Commission on Religion and Race. We are also reaching out to the Conference 
Commission on Archives and History to ask for their support and encouragement in an effort to partner with others in this inspiring project. 
We also want to express appreciation for the work of Brett Miller, Wesleyan College Archivist, as he has agreed to assist in copying and mounting 
some of the items used for the Conference display. With the discontinuance of Simpson United Methodist Church in Wheeling, West Virginia, 
we have informed and encouraged their church leadership to place any historical items in the Conference Archives. 


I am attaching to this document, a couple of samples of our work thus far. I am hoping that this project will be broadened to include 
oral histories, a power point presentation and possibly a published document. We hope to use some of our research to market on social media 
for our African American United Methodist Churches. We will appreciate encouragement from the Conference Commission on Archives and 
History and others expressing interest and support of this project. 


Additionally, we are working with persons from the General Commission on Archives and History for assistance in gathering 
information not found in our Conference Archives and for recommendations about Annual Conference displays. The General Commission has 
recommended a specific tri-fold display board, font style for printed materials, etc. The Commission on Religion and Race recommended that 
we place the written materials submitted in a bound booklet as the submitted materials prior to editing reflects the genuineness of the materials 
and the diversity and personality of each church. The General Commission on Archives and History helped me locate information about Bishop 
Matthew Clair, Sr. and Bishop Matthew Clair, Jr. 


In addition to being relative in my family tree, Bishop Matthew Clair, Sr. was born in Monroe County, West Virginia. Is it possible that 
Bishop Matthew Clair, Sr. was one of the first persons elected Bishop from West Virginia? 


According to the Encyclopedia of World Methodism, Volume 1, which was sponsored by the World Methodist Council and The 

General Commission on Archives and History: 

» Bishop Clair, Sr. served as the pastor of Asbury Church in Washington, DC and led efforts in erecting a new church building that would seat 
1,800. 

+ Bishop Clair, Sr. led the public prayer on October 15, 1924 when President Calvin Coolidge dedicated the statue of Francis Asbury in 

« Washington, D.C. 

¢ The Encyclopedia Volume 1 states “Thus far in the history of American Methodism, Clair is the only Bishop to have a son, Matthew W. 
Clair, Jr. who also became a Bishop. 

« Bishop Nolan B. Harmon said of Matthew Clair, Sr. "he is a man of great strength and sagacity” 

+ Bishop Matthew Clair, Sr. said, “The Negro has survived mainly because of his spiritual nature. Religion is his greatest help in his upward 
struggle. He turns to the church as a plant to the sun,” 
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Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference 
The United Methodist Church 


Saturday, September 12, 2015 
Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library 
West Virginia Wesleyan College 
10:00 a.m, - 2:00 p.m 


Minutes of the Meeting 


Attendance: 


Charles Clements, Joe Geiger, Mary Johnson, Kathy Hanko, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Paula McGrew, 
Brett Miller, Bob Moffett, Betty Ann Nicholson, Randal Nicholson (guest), & Lawrence Sherwood. Scott May- 
berry and Betty Shields sent word that they had schedule conflicts (Scott, District Leadership Team and Betty, 
Funeral.) 


Call To Order: 
Chairperson Ginnie Lowther called the meeting to order in the Rare Book Room at 10:00 a.m. 


Opening Prayer: 
Various concerns were shared prior a time of silent reflection followed by prayer offered by Dewayne. 


Approval of Minutes from May 8, 2015 
On motion by Joe with a second from Kathy, minutes from the Spring 2015 meeting were approved. 


ExOfficio members are voting members of the Commission: 

Brett was given confirmation that he and others, serving as Ex-Officio members of the Commission are now vot- 
ing members of the Commision following action by the 2015 Annual Conference designating that status to the 
President and Secretary/Treasurer of the Historical Society, the. Conference Archivist and the Director of Annie 
Merner Pfeiffer Library. 


Tour of Library area to be used as site for Conference Archives: 
The printed agenda was amended by delaying this activity until later in the morning. 


Archives Collecting Policy & Collection Access Policy/Usuage Agreement and Internal Book/Periodical 
Deaccession Procedure: 
Brett Miller had presented these two documents to the Commission several months ago for review by members 
of the Commission. Except for Lawrence Sherwood, approval had been confirmed by e-mail approval to the 
Commission Chair. Lawrence shared his ongoing concern that the Commission retain more control over what 
the staff decides to remove from the collection: He pointed out that some documents which would appear to not 
be related to the West Virginia Annual Conference are, in fact, relevant to our collection. For example, we own 
an original letter from John Wesley and would surely want to keep that. Lawrence shared that he has contem- 
plated giving the Thomas Haught manuscripts to the Conference Archives even though the only section deal- 
ing with West Virginia is a section about the Ohio Circuit. Brett responded by saying that he had built in to the 
1 
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policy statement some “wiggle room” that would take into consideration the fact that some areas in the present 
West Virginia Conference were formerly in other conferences, for example, the Baltimore and Holston Confer- 
ences. He noted that a substantial amount of material in the collection is completely irrelevant to the goals of the 
Collection and that the Deaccession Procedure will help overcome the mentality that any and everything can be 
accepted for placement in the Conference Archives. Lawrence responded by referring to a collection of books 

he had acquired at a time when he was doing research for earlier projects related to Methodism (Disciplines 

and Hymnals, for example) and the fact that he now did not know what to do with them. Brett acknowledged 
that Books relevant to Methodism would certainly have a place in the collection but that Sunday School Curric- 
ulum, personal libraries of pastors and many other materials would not and that in the process of deaccessing 
items, due dillegence would be given including contact with the General Commision and, on occasion, other 
Annual Conferences. Included in the conversaton was an observation by Lawrence that Archives Display Cas- 
es on the second floor of the Library containing Flannigan memorabilia should be candidates for deaccession. 
As he remembered, the Flanagan family placed the cases and personal memorabilia in the Annual Conference 
Archives many years ago without consulting anyone about it and that pulpit robes and personal belongings of 
other clergy have been placed in the Conference Archives by well meaning donors over the years. In the process 
of removing these items from the Archives, efforts should be made to contact donors, if they can be identified, to 
explain reasons for the Deaccession policy and to help them understand that keeping personal memorabilia for 
the thousands of clergy who have served in the Annual Conference would require far more space than is avail- 
able for Annual Conference Archives. Narrow collecton policies are also an issue for items accepted for the West 
Virgina State Archives Collection according to Joe, who personally passes judgement on proposed additions to 
that collection. Joe also said that he has confidence in Brett’s judgement concerning items offered to or removed 
from Annual Conference Archives. Paula noted that on those occasions when it was needed, final judgement de- 
cisions could be made after consultation with the Commission. Mary said that it is her understanding that Brett 
will proceed within the guidelines of the policies in question. Joe moved formal adoption of the two policies and 
a second came from Kathy. Before a vote was taken on the motion, Brett asked Lawrence if he wanted to propose 
any specific language changes to the Deaccession Procedure in view of reservations he had expressed earlier. 
Lawrence replied that he had expressed his red flag concerns, was satisfied with the resulting discussion about 
them and would now support the Policies as written. A vote was taken and there was unamious support for 
adopting the Archives Collecting Policy & Collection Access Policy/Usuage Agreement and Internal Book/ 
Periodical Deaccession Procedure. 


Hamrick Barn: Joe spent some time explaining issues about the Hamrick Barn and Portia Hamrick Trust to 
Charles Clements who was not at previous meetings when the Commission dealt with concerns related to this 
Websster County Historic Site. Previous actions of the Commission authorized payments for one half of paving 
costs as well as cleanup of access road to Hamrick Cemetery with payment for additional removal of brush at 
the Cemetery. Consideration was given to having this meeting at the Hamrick Barn site but the remote location 
made that option less than desirable. There was extensive discussion around the fact that this hisoric site was 
apparently brought into existance by the persuasive powers of one person and that, as far as we know, there is not 
even one person in Webster County who is interested in promoting or maintaining it. Inquiry was made with 
staff at the General Commisson as to the process of removing Historic Site status. This question had not been 
raised to the knowledge of the General Secretary. Further decisions about this property are on hold pending 
decisions by the Conference Trustees on legal issues related to the fact that the Barn as well as the Hamrick Trust 
were given to the origional Historical Society which no longer exists. It is a complicated situation and a poten- 
tial public relations disaster for the Commission and the Annual Conference. The Secretary shared information 
received by e-mail from Bill Wilson: “Greetings - Sorry no update. I asked the Chancellor in June to contact the 
Secretary of State's Offfice for specifics regarding the re-incorporation of the Historical Society as the present 
sitting Commission, the purpose of which would be to transfer the deeds and titles to the appropiate body which 
would most likely be this Commission. I have not heard further from him and have not followed up. Let me as- 
sure everyone that we will get this settled. (The Secretary pounded on the table for emphasis) Grace and Peace” 
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Documents establishing Trust Agreements with the United Methodist Foundation: 
At the May meeting, members of the Commission expressed interest in receiving copies of original documents 
establishing the Archives and History Trust and the Miss Portia Hamrick Memorial Trust. 


The Hamrick Trust was established on March 27th, 1995 and, as of March 31, 2015, has a market value of 
$84,124.17 with earnings of $24,513.28 available for expenses related to fulfilling the intent of the Trust. 


Of particular interest was information about how funds in the Archives and History Trust could be used. Ginnie 
reported on her visit to the Foundation office to secure these origional documents and copies were distribut- 

ed. The Archives and History Trust was created June 15 1989 with gifts from Carl & Dayle Burrows, Gladys V. 
Byers, Margaret Coleman, Anna Marie Dawson, Gayle Fultz, Katherine Hanko, Hazel Jervis, Gladys D. Norris, L. 
Curtis Saville, Lawrence & Hazel Sherwood and Waunita Trickett. The Market value of the Archives and History 
Trust Fund is $6,621.76 as of March 31, 2015. It was confirmed that only income from principal in the Archives 
and History Trust would be available for use by the Commission with that amount being $1,614.62 as of March 
31 2015. Mary observed that there are no apparent restrictions on how these funds could be used by present or 
future Conference Archives and History Commissions. Bob suggested that, if necessary, up front payment for 
some expenses related to hosting the NEJ Conference could be made using some of this money. Kathy com- 
mented that the Commission did not experience financial problems related to hosting three previous NEJCAH 
Conferences, that the Commission had immediate access to money in the Historical Society bank account, and 
that it shouldn't be necesary to withdraw funds from the Archives & History Trust Fund for this purpose. To be 
on the side of caution, Bob offered a motion, seconded by (Joe?) that, if necessary, money could be withdrawn 
from the Trust Fund for hosting expenses with the understanding that income from registration fees would make 
it possible to return the money to the Trust Account. Funds would be withdrawn from the Trust by the signa- 
tures of two members of the Commission, authorized to take that action. Brett asked if the intent of the motion 
could be broad enough to draw on Trust Income for other expenses such as those related to moving the Archive 
Collection to another location in the Library. There was no objection. Bob’s motion was adopted. 


Tour - Library area to be used for relocating Conference Archives: 

Brett explained that the new second floor location, directly opposite space currently provided by Wesleyan for 
housing Annual Conference Archives, involves the same amount of square footage but with options for config- 
uring space for media conversion, basic storage and other needs of the Commission. Mary Johnson asked about 
ownership of items in the Rare Book Room. Brett responded that to the degree possible, Annual Conference 
Archives currently shelved in the Rare Book Room, will be moved to the new location as a means of identifying 
what belongs to the Annual Conference and what belongs to Wesleyan. During the process of transfering items 
to the new area, opportunities will be given for members of the Commission and Historical Society to help with 
the moving process. 


Tour - Current Archives Room: 

Brett pointed out that furniture and shelving had been secured from various sources over the years and that 
moving to the new area will provide an opportunity to purchase modern storage and work furniture to create an 
efficient work area for research, storage and display of West Virginia Annual Conference Archives. 


It was also noted that the “Archives Collecting Policy & Collection Access Policy/Usuage Agreement” limiting what 
items can be placed in the Archives, will be extremely helpful in the future in responding to persons who offer to 
donate items to the Conference Archives. Joe Geiger commented on the value of these guidelines and shared the 
fact that not everything offered to the West Virginia Archives is accepted. 


Historical Society Bank Account: 
Kathy reported a current balance of $3,117.22. 
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2015 Annual Conference - Northeastern Jurisdictional Commission on Archives and History: 
Kathy shared reflections on her attendance at the Conference and passed out printed copies of information that 
had been published in the NEJAH Newsletter. The 2016 Conference will be held May 24-26 in Dover, Delaware. 


Scott’s Run Settlement House - Proposed Annual Conference Historic Site Designation: 

Kathy spoke of a visit to Scott’s Run to hand out BackPacks that sparked her curiosity about the history of this 
still vital place of ministry which dates back to 1922 and which not only involved outreach byWesley Church in 
Morgantown but also sponsorship by the National Women’s Home Missionary Society as their only project in 
West Virginia. Dewayne told of being a volunteer at Scott’s Run and teaching photography classes there from 
1964 until 1967. Lawrence Sherwood shared information about persons who were involved in the early years of 
this work. Members of the Commission responded favorably to Kathy’s suggestion that appropriate paper work 
be started in preparation for proposing Historic Site designation for Scott's Run. Lawrence Sherwood asked 
about a deed to the property. It is deeded to Scott’s Run Board of Trustees. Shay Petitto, Executive Director, has 
expressed support for designating it as a Historic Site. The Commission affirmed Kathy’s proposal on motion by 
Charles Clements with a second by Brett Miller. Kathy indicated that she would be willing to secure necessary 
information required for completing an applicaton, commenting on the fact that West Virginia University has 
five boxes of files on Scott's Run. 


Nessley Church - Pitcher Historic Site: 

Brief discussion about claim that Nessley is oldest Methodist Protestant Church in the world. Lawrence chal- 
lenged the claim and pointed out that the church is not even mentioned in a history of the Methodist Protestant 
Church by Barnes and that the church be asked to provide reliable documentation to back up their claim. Pitcher 
church, located near Fairmont has been sold and is now used as a private residence. Do we still list it as a Histor- 
ic Site? Should it be de-listed? Mary suggested that information about all Historic Sites be reviewed by the Com- 
mission from time to time and ways be found to share the reasons why sites were on the list in the first place. 
Brett offered to use student assistants to help do research. Kathy pointed out that much of that information can 
be found on the General Commission webb site. 


Plans for hosting NEJ Conference in 2017: 

Ginnie pointed out that Kathy has attended the NEJCAH Conference for many years and asked her to identi- 

fy various areas where we need to do advance planning. The following areas were mentioned: housing, meals, 
theme, speakers, special music, exhibits and a Wednesday bus tour. One tour area under consideration involves 
traveling to Southern West Virginia even though this area was previously toured in 1980, the first time our Com- 
mision hosted NEJCAH. There was discussion about travel time to Rehoboth and whether or not the narrow 
road to Rehoboth could even be used by tour buses. Joe pointed out that to date, most of the sites being con- 
sidered were not connected to Methodist History. Kathy said that tours arranged by other Annual Conferences 
often included non-methodist sites and that we could use the theme of “Coal Mining” for the tour, visit a Com- 
pany Store and lift up hardships for women living in coal camps. This will be the fourth tour planned by the West 
Virginia Commission. The 1980 tour was in the Lewisburg Area, the 1996 tour involved Philippi, Grafton and 
Morgantown areas, and in 2006 the Conference was at Oglebay with a tour that inluded Short Creek, Bethany, 
and Wheeling sites. Bill Wilson, Kathy, Scott, Ginnie & Dewayne are in the early stages of planning on behalf of 
our Commission and will welcome suggestions for themes, locations, speakers, special music, and other ideas to 
help make the 2017 Notheastern Jurisdicion Commission on Archives and History Annual Conference a memo- 
rable experience for all. 


Local Church Historians: 

Kathy reported that in some conferences, training classes are being sponsored for Local Church Historians and 
suggested that this could be something that the Commission could plan for churches in our Conference. Ginnie 
said that she has asked the Cabinet to add a question to Charge Conference reports asking for the names of Local 
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Church Historians. Brett urged the Commission to once agan distribute survey forms at Annual Conference ask- 
ing for basic information for existing churches including founding members, when was class first organzied, and 
when was first church built. Additional questions could help locate records for closed churches which may have 
been donated to local Historical Societies. Brett is still working on a listing of closed and abandoned churches 
and he commented on the need for locating records for those churches. 


Local Church Anniversaries: 

Ginnie reminded the Commission that Certificates of Congratulatons are prepared and presented to congre- 
gations celebrating anniversaries and that she and Dewayne create self-funded photo essays of these events as 
personal gifts to the Congregations and for placement in Conference Archives. 


Commission Membership For Next Quadrennium: 

The 2015 Annual Conference approved the Commission's request to change four of the at-large positions on the 
Commission to four Ex-Officio positions incuding Historical Society President, Historical Society Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Wesleyan's Archivist, and Director of the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library. The Annual Conference 
Nominating Team will soon begin work on their report to the 2016 Annual Conference and it is suggested that 
we pass along the names of individuals we know to have an interest in Archives and History. It was observed that 
at the 2016 Annual Conference, tenure rules for elected members will result in a heavy turnover of our Archives 
and History Commission Membership. 


Affirmation of Commision: 

The secretary reported on listening to over four hours of recording from the Spring Commission meeting and 
shared his observation that this is a Commission where frequent laughter is heard and where each member 
shares in discussions. 


Rehoboth: 

Copies of a new promotional flyer were distributed featuring photographs by Anita Tracy, current Site Director, 
who is also appointed as an Assistant on the Greenville Charge and works part time as an Americore Volunteer 
with the Monroe County Historial Society. Hughllyn Wilson is the current chair of the Board of Directors. 


Lunch: 
The meeting was continued with informal discussion over lunch in a side room at the French See Dining Center. 


After checking calendars, everyone present agreed that the next Commission Meeting would be at Wesleyan on 
Saturday, April 23rd. 


Dewayne R. Lowther, Secretary 
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Commission On Archives And History 
West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 
Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson Joe Geiger Jr, Vice Chairperson 


Minutes of the Meeting - April 23, 2016 
Conference Room - Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library - WV Wesleyan College 


CALL TO ORDER: 
Ginnie called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and Dewayne offered prayer. 


MEETING ROOM: 
The meeting was held in the faculty conference room on the firsr floor rather than in the Rare Book Room since 
the second floor of the Library was being used for class signup for 250 first year students 


ATTENDANCE: 
Joe Geiger, Kathy Hanko, Dewayne Lowther, Ginnie Lowther, Bob Moffett, Betty and Randall Nicholson. Scott 
Mayberry, Lawrence Sherwood and Betty Shields sent word in advance that they could not attend the meeting. 


2016 HISTORY HERO 

Brett was congratulated on being a West Virginia History Hero. This recognition was given at the Culture Center 
in Charleston on 2016 Archives day at the Legislature. In previous years, this recognition had been given to Betty 
and Randal Nicholson and Lawrence Sherwood. 


Brett shared an update concerning several matters related to Annual Conference Archives. 
. Major work has been done in organizing materials in our current space 
. Minister Files and Church Files have been put in order. 
. Shelving, donated by the Upshur County Public Library, is being put in place. 
. Room 206, which will be the location of a portion of Conference Archives is still being used as a 
classroom. In May, when the room is no longer needed for a classroom, the move will begin in 


earnest, 

. Minister and Church files may remain in the Rare Book room, 

. Copies of a spreadsheet were distributed with information about closed, abandoned and sold 
churches for the period from 1943-2015 as well as merged in period from 1968 until 2015 

+ Twenty boxes of Little Kanawha District Charge Conference records back to 1998 are currently in 


the Archives. None of the other Districts have submitted this kind of record which, according to 
the General Secretary, really do not need to be in the Archives Collection because much of the 
statistical information is available in Journals and other sources. Only the pastor's reports will be 


retained. 
. Brett is reviewing Periodicals to determine what all is involved in Archive holdings. 
. Currently in the process of cataloging books and placing this information in the Annie Merner 


Pfeiffer Library Catalog. The previously used Card Catalog will not be maintained. 
. Rare books will be marked with inserted rare book call label id tags other than the old style of 
painting/glueing labels on spine of book, 
Three volunteers, including Gary McGrew, have been doing volunteer work in archives. Cliff 
Shell, Annual Conference Trustee agent, is also helping with organizing and maintaing records of 
closed churches, churches that have been sold and those that have merged. EUB records have 
been checked back to 1869 and others from 1921. Still some work to do sorting out church names 


As 
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following the 1939 merger. Often have inquiries from oil and gas developers concerning ownership of closed 
churches and Trustees have had to secure quick claim deeds for those properties. County information will be 
added to the spread sheet in the future to help identify churches that have common names, such as Mt. Zion and 
District at the time of closing will be recorded. 


. Plan to review records to be sure that information about closed churches is listed in one place if 
they had been closed in one year and then sold in a later year. 

. Active church files are being placed in new folders and files of closed churches are being moved to 
Closed Church files. 

- Kathy noted that Pitcher Church is on the spreadsheet list of closed churches and was curious 


about what happened to the building and the plaque. Should it be removed from the Annual 
Conference list of Historic Sites? 

« Requests for research received from May 1 through July 11 will be put on hold while materials are 
boxed up for transfer. There was no objection to placing this announcement on the web page. 

. Part of the moving process will involve locating Annual Conference Archives books and 
materials in the Rare book room for placement in the new space on second floor. 


Joe asked if help would be needed for actually moving materials to the space. Brett expects to use student assis- 
tants as much as possible but indicated that there may be a work day announced sometime in May for 
Commission Members and others to help with the moving process. 


Those present were reminded that at the beginning of the Quadrennium, Joe had suggested that a list of closed 
churches would be invaluable not only to the Commission but also to others and everyone joined in expressing 
appreciation to Brett for his work on behalf of the Commission. 


Joe asked about plans to make Archives Information available on the webb. Brett responded that at present, only 
a few items including photos of EvUnBreth and the church plate collection are available on the Pages In Time 
link through the Conference Library home page but that he hopes to have a Commission on Archives page in the 
near future. Ginnie referred to a Spring Heights photo exhibit that had been prepared for an anniversary 
observance there that could be digitized for a Commission Web Site. 


Mary commented that Web Site information about what types of information is and is not contained in 
Conference Archives would free time spent responding to people asking for something that is not maintained in 
the collection such as baptismal records. It was agreed that most local churches keep baptism and other records. 
Kathy shared the fact that while recovering from knee surgery, she had been spending time going through 
archive records at Spruce Street Church in Morgantown 


Brett plans to look for opportunities to work with Conference Staff, District Superintendents and others to 
search out material that should be included in Conference Archives. 


Dewayne commented that he and Ginnie have sixteen boxes of Gavel to Gavel Annual Conference Session Audio 
Tapes, Workbooks, Conference Program Books, Conference Magazines/Newspapers, local church histories, 

and other materials from his thirty years of service as Annual Conference Secretary in addition to materials he 
received from U.E. Wills who was Conference Secretary for eighteen years and Virgil Ware who was Conference 
Secretary for ten years. All of this will be organized in Banker's Boxes before being delivered to Brett for the 
Archives. 
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Dewayne asked Brett if there had been further inquiry from the Western Pennsylvania Conference concerning 
their earlier inquiry into the possibility of moving their Conference Archives to the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library 
at Wesleyan since Allegheny College had announced that there was no longer space for their Archives on that 
Campus. The response was that there would absolutely not be any space on Wesleyan’s Campus to accomodate 
their request and that there was no longer conversation concering this possibility, Brett jokingly compared the 
unexpected request to another unexpected phone call which had brought issues about the Hamrick Barn to the 
Commission’ attention, It was noted that the possibility of reducing the number of Episcopal Areas in the Juris- 
diction may have been partly responsible for the inquiry from Western Pennsylvania. 


On motion by Joe, with a second from Brett, the minutes of September 26, 2015 were approved as presented. 


It was noted that Ginnie’s tenure as chair of the Commission on Archives and History would end with the election 
of a new chairperson and several new Commission members at the Annual Conference Session in June. It was 
also noted that Ginnie has been asked by Bishop Steiner Ball to serve on the Board of Ordained Ministry during 
the 2016-2020 Quadennium. There was a period of shared laughter following Joe’s question about how long ago 
Ginnie had retired and her reply that it had been fourteen years ago. 


Those present responded favorably to the reminder that the Annual Conference Nominatons Team had secured 
Mary's agreement to be the new chairperson for the Commission on Archives and History! 


Another organization matter was discussed as everyone was reminded that Scott accepted nomination to serve as 
President of the Historical Society and Kathy agreed to continue as Secretary/Treasurer. They will be nominated by 
the Commission for election by those present at the Archives and History Luncheon during Annual Conference. 
Ginnie reminded everyone that Scott and Betty were attending their District Conferences and could not be at the 
meeting. Their service as President of the Historical Society will make him an ex-officio members of the 
Commission. 


Betty Ann pointed out that the eight year tenure rule has resulted in making all but two Commisison members 
inelgible to serve another four years and that the ex-officio status of Scott and Kathy will allow them to continue 
serving on the Commision. Joe said that there needs to be a balance so that only half of Commission members 
rotate off each Quadrennium. Kathy pointed out that at one time, before the eight year limit was established, there 
was a tendacy for the same people to continue serving indefinately. 


HAMRICK BARN: Joe brought an extensive proposal from Mr. Tripplett who owns the farm where the Hamrick 
Barn is located. 


Annual Expense: $2,296. 
Mowing at Hamrick Barn - mow and trim 50’ x 50’ Jot for six months at $60.00 per month = $360.00 
Mowing at Hamrick Cemetery 
Weedeat road to cemetery 20’ wide, 1/2 mile in length, two times per year = $400.00 
Mow cemetery and trim headstones, two times per month, for six months at $60.00 per month =$360.00 


One Time Expense $2,296.00 

Hamrick Barn - construction of fence around barn, 50’ x 50’ with 4’ gate 
Material = $662.00 
Labor = $400.00 


Hamrick Cemetery - fence replacement 70’ x 70’ lot with 4’ gate. 


Material = $734.00 
Labor = $500.00 A: 


Archive Records - 060 


In presenting the proposal, Joe shared his opinion that approving it would enable the Commission to fulfill our 
obligation and also give the Commission time to decide on a long-term course of action to determine the legal 
ownership of everything, 


The Constitution & Bylaws of the Hamrick Barn indicate that the Vice Chairperson of the Conference 
Commission is the Chairperson of the Hamrick Barn Board. Noting that he will go off the Commission in June, 
Joe suggested to Mary that new members of the Commission be made aware of this fact as they elect a new Vice 
Chairperson. Joe said that he will still be willing to keep in touch with Mr. Tripplett and pass along information 
to whoever is elected to serve as Vice Chair of the Commision. 


On motion by Kathy with a second from Mary, the proposal was adopted and Ginnie & Joe were authorized to 
present the bill the WV United Methodist Foundation for payment from the Portia Hamrick Trust. It was 
understood that the annual maintenance part of the proposal was only for the current year. 


Ginnie reported on matters related to Rehoboth and reminded everyone that the Commission Chairperson and 
two other members of the Commisison serve on the Board. Dewayne, who is not a member of the board but 
attends as a guest, shared his thoughts about the enthusiastic way Anita Tracy reported to the Board and 
reported that Ginnie had arranged for Anita to be the speaker at the Luncheon in June. 


Brett reported on concerns expressed by the General Secretary of Archives and History and others that some 
petitions to the 2016 General Conference, if adopted, could have serious impact on matters related to the 
General Commission. 


There was discussion about the 2016 NEJAC Conference, Kathy will be there to distribute the West Virginia 
Commission's report to Annual Conference as well as hand out a colorful flyer inviting the group to hold their 
2017 meeting in West Virginia. 


Kathy shared thoughts about planning for that meeting and suggested that since we would be using facilities at 
John XXIII, it would be easier for someone in that part of the state to coordinate planning. She said that it was 
not too early to be working on plans for the Wednesday tour and both Mary and Joe shared their thoughts about 
including Methodist Components in the tour, 


Dewayne shared some alternative ideas about Methodist Components that could be included in a Central & 
Northern tour to include Scott’s Run Settlement House, our newest Historic Site . He has made inquiry about 
available options for housing and meeting space at Bridgeport Conference Center, Jackson's Mill and Stonewall 
Resort. 


THANK YOU! In closing the the last meeting of the Quadrennium, Ginnie thanked everyone for sharing in the 
work of the Commission during the last four, and for some, eight years as she presented them autographed 


copies of “Laughter and Tears in the Mountains” by Russell Lowther. 


LUNCH was shared in the meeting room of the ‘88 restaurant. 


Resppotilly Submitted, 


‘a eer ia 
Mhuire. Jawthes 
Dewayne R. Lowther, Secretary 
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Conference Workbook 2016 Reports 


AGENCIES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(Listed alphabetically by areas of accountability) 


mmissi ives and Hist 


First of all, please join with the Commission in helping celebrate the 125th Anniversary of West Virginia Wesleyan 
College, one of our Annual Conference Historic Sites! Wesleyan, a figurative “Home Among The Hills” for many of us, 
is a literal home among the hills for our Annual Conference Archives which are housed on the second floor of the Annie 
Merner Pfeiffer Library. The College graciously provides the space and Brett Miller, Wesleyan’s Archivist, is currently 
assisting with plans to transfer our collection to a different area on the second floor and, in the process, better arrange 
areas for research, media conversion, and basic storage. 

During this past year, the Commission adopted an “Archives Collecting Policy & Collection Access Policy/ 
Usage Agreement" as well as an “Archives Deaccession Procedure” with the goal of identifying objects that will help 
document Methodism in the West Virginia Conference while at the same time, in the interest of being good stewards of 
available space, declining to receive materials that are not relevant to the collection. 

Questions about the relevance of any proposed donation to the Conference Archives should be addressed to 
Brett Miller, Wesleyan Archivist, Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, 59 College Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201. 

Brett was honored in Charleston during the West Virginia Legislature’s 2016 History Day at the Capitol by 
being named a 2016 History Hero for his work as College Archivist, resource volunteer for the Upshur County Historical 
Society, Archivist for the West Virginia United Methodist Conference and other relevant activities. 

With the assistance of Work Study students at Wesleyan, and in cooperation with Rev. Cliff Schell and records 
of Annual Conference Trustees, Brett is preparing a list of closed, merged or sold churches within our Annual Conference 
from 1943 through 2015. 

Throughout this year, files of all local churches are being transferred to new folders and each congregation is 
invited to provide the Commission with up to date history information. 

In addition to concentrating on the Archives Collection at Wesleyan, the Commission has continued to give 
attention to ongoing responsibilities relative to Rehoboth Heritage Landmark, the Hamrick Barn, Portia Hamrick Trust 
with the United Methodist Foundation and plans for hosting the 2017 Annual Conference of the Northeastern Jurisdiction 
Commission on Archives and History. 

The Commission expresses appreciation that the 2015 Session of the Annual Conference approved our request 
that four at-large member positions of Commission membership be replaced with four ex-officio positions: Director of 
the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, Wesleyan’s Archivist, and the President and Secretary/Treasurer of the Historical 
Society of the West Virginia Annual Conference. 


Ginnie Lowther, Full Deacon, Retired 
Commission Chairperson 
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West Virginia Annual Conference Journal 2015 Section VII -- Reports 


AGENCIES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(Listed alphabetically by area of accountability) 


Archives and History 


Archives Collection: A major responsibility of the Commission is to locate, collect f 


and preserve information to help tell the story of the current West Virginia Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and earlier conferences that are now part of our story, 
This information is maintained in the Annual Conference Archives Collection, located in 
the Library at Wesleyan. Carol Bowman, a member of the Library staff, serves as liaison to 
this collection and will respond to written requests for information, mailed to her at: 


WVWC Library 
59 College Avenue 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 


During this past summer, Brett Miller, Wesleyan College Archivist, directed work 
being done in the United Methodist Collection by Grace Rapking, a participant in the 10 
week Summer Intern program of the Annual Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, Grace 
organized records of the Archives and History Commission as well as the Historical Society 
and placed them in boxes instead of individual file folders located throughout the collection. 
Other projects: she organized new collections that had been placed in the Archives; brought 
order to the collection of Annual Conference Workbooks, worship programs, appointment 
books, and other materials; put United Methodist Magazines in chronological order: worked 
ona list of closed churches beginning with 1942 and on the list of merged churches, with work 
still to be done on these lists for Evangelical United Brethren Churches (The Commission 
will welcome donations of Evangelical United Brethren Journals); reviewed records 
following the 1939 merger up until the 1968 merger to confirm Archives Journal Holdings 
and Discipline collection; pulled third copies of Journals for use in future digitization and 
helped to explore options for digitizing Annual Conference Journals and records: helped 
compile a list of books currently in the Archives Collection which do not relate directly to 
the history of Methodism in West Virginia for possible de-accessioning from the collection: 
compiled a list of Bishops who have served the Annual Conference: and helped draw up a 
list of Journals needed for the collection. During her ten week Summer Intern experience, 
Grace and Brett Miller were hosted on a tour of the State Archives in Charleston by Joe 
Geiger, Jr., West Virginia State Archivist, who also serves as Vice Chair of the Conference 
Commission on Archives and History. 

Rehoboth: Anita Tracy, a former Church and Community Worker, is the new 
Resident Director now caring for the church and museum. 

Hamrick Barn: Portia Hamrick Memorial Trust with the West Virginia United 
Methodist Foundation provides resources for upkeep of this historic site including the 
Hamrick Cemetery, During this past year, representatives of the Commission made onsite 
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West Virginia Annual Conference Journal 2015 Section Vil -- Reports 
visits in Webster County, identified maintenance needs, and the Commission approved 
necessary expenditures from the Hamrick Trust. 

Local Church Anniversaries: The Commission continues to encourage congregations 
to celebrate significant dates that help tell their story. Notify the Commission Cc hair of 
anniversary dates so that appropriate certificates can be prepared, You are invited to visit 
the Commission’s display during the Ministry Fair at Annual Conference to see photographs 
from the 100" Anniversary Celebration by Bethel Church at Smithville and photographs 
and a book from the three day reenactment of an 1814 Camp Meeting during the 200" 
Anniversary Celebration of the Castleman Run congregation near Bethany. 


Ginnie Lowther, Full Deacon, retired 
Commission Chairperson 
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West Virginia Annual Conference Journal 2014 Section VII -- Re 


AGENCIES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(Listed alphabetically by area of accountability) 


Archives and History 


Greetings from members of your Commission on Archives & History who g 
many thanks to those of you who have responded to our request for up-dated local chy 
histories for inclusion in the Conference Archives Collection. We depend on many perg 
to make it possible to locate, collect, and preserve United Methodist historical informag 
from individuals, congregations and other agencies of the Annual Conference in orde 
maintain our Ministry of Memory for generations to come. : 

If you have a special interest in the mission of our Commission, we hope yout 
consider becoming a member of our Historical Society. The Society meets once a year 
luncheon and a program of interest on the opening day of Annual Conference. During 
last year our Commission researched the history of The West Virginia Conference Histor 
Society and prepared the following revised Plan of Organization which was adopted aj 
2013 luncheon meeting: 


Whereas, The Methodist Historical Society, incorporated on October 30, 
1942, by Harvey Harmer and others, was revoked by the West Virginia 
State Tax Department on December 7, 2001; and 
Whereas, on July 9, 2004, Joe Manchin III, Secretary of State of the State 
of West Virginia, issued a Certificate of a Voluntary Association for the 
Historical Society of West Virginia Conference, United Methodist Church, 
on application by Dr. Robert Florian and others; and 
Whereas, this non-profit voluntary association, Control Number 68080 
and WV Tax ID #151-00-230 shall continue to be registered until a 
certificate of dissolution has been filed with the Secretary of State; and 
Whereas, Documentation is needed for how this Society is governed, 
therefore be it Resolved that the following Plan of Organization be approved by 
a two thirds vote of members of the Society attending the 2013 Annual Archives 
& History Luncheon: 


The Name of this organization shall be: Historical Society of 
West Virginia Annual Conference United Methodist Church and it 
shall continue to be registered with the Secretary of State of West Virginia 
as a Voluntary Non-Profit Association. 


Membership in the Society shall be based upon payment of 
annual dues of $5.00 or more by persons attending the annual Archives 
& History Luncheon at Annual Conference and by others who are 
sympathetic with the aims and purposes of the Society. 
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Purpose of the Society shall be to work closely with the West 
Virginia Annual Conference Commission on Archives & History to 
help maintain an awareness of the work of Jurisdictional and General 
Commissions on Archives & History and The Historical Society of The 
United Methodist Church and assist the Annual Conference Commission 
in the following tasks: Collection and Preservation of materials related 
to history of The United Methodist church and its antecedents in West 
Virginia; To encourage the writing of local church histories; Promote 
research, writing and publication of United Methodism in West Virginia; 
To help identify sites of Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren 
historical interest within the West Virginia Annual Conference; To develop 
interest in United Methodist History among local church historians and 


others; To publicize observances of historical anniversaries and Heritage 
Sunday; and to promote and support West Virginia Annual Conference 
Archives located in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia 
Wesleyan College. 


Meetings: The Society shall meet annually during the 
Archives & History Luncheon at Annual Conference. Other meetings 
may be held at the call of the President and members present shall 
constitute a quorum. 


Officers: The Society shall elect a President and Secretary/ 
Treasurer from its membership. The Vice Chair of the Annual Conference 
Commission on Archives & History shall serve as Vice President of the 
Historical Society. 


Administration: The officers shall be responsible for 
management of the Society including matters related to future projects, 
annual dues and other financial concerns; a checking account will be 
maintained by the Historical Society's Secretary/Treasurer for holding 
both Historical Society dues/donations and funds temporarily deposited 
there by the Commission on Archives & History; Provision shall be 
made for an Annual Audit and appropriate bonding for the Secretary/ 
Treasurer; the President and Secretary/Treasurer shall be elected following 
adoption of this Plan of Organization at the 2013 Luncheon and thereafter 
during the first Luncheon/Business Meeting of each quadrennium, on 
nomination by the Commission on Archives & History with additional 
nominations accepted from current members of the Historical Society 
in attendance; All historical materials acquired by the Society, unless 
otherwise stipulated, shall become the property of the West Virginia Annual 
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Conference Commission on Archives & History and placed in Annual 
Conference Archives located in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West 
Virginia Wesleyan College. (Carol Bowman, Library Staff Liason to 
the Conference Archives Collection, is available by appointment to 
lead individuals or groups on a tour of the WV Conference Archives 
Collection, (304)473-8601); Written requests for information should 
be mailed to Carol at 59 College Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201) The 
Society shall be amenable to the Commission on Archives & History of the 
Annual Conference in all matters relating to its organization and operation. 


Amendments: This Plan of Organization may be amended 
by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting at subsequent annual 
Luncheons/Business Meetings; 


Parliamentary Authority: Robert's Rules of Order (Newly 
Revised) shall apply in all circumstances where it is not in conflict with the 
United Methodist Book of Discipline, actions of the Annual Conference, 
or this Plan of Organization. 


Following adoption of the Plan of Organization, Dr. William H. Wilson was elected. 
President and Kathy Hanko was re-elected Secretary/Treasurer. 


eee 


As many of you know, Dr. Lawrence F. Sherwood, Jr. has been activel y involved 
in the research and preservation of the history of Methodism in West Virginia for many years. 
At the 2011 Session of the West Virginia Annual Conference he was presented a plaque 
designating him as a “Distinguished Historian” for his historical work and teaching! He 
is well known as an excellent teacher, researcher, and author and for owning a very large 
personal collection of historical documents. At the October 2013 meeting of the Commission 
we nominated Lawrence to be named one of the 2014 West Virginia History Heroes by the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History. He will receive this honor on West Virginia 
History Day, February 13th, at an official ceremony at the Culture Center and then will 
receive special recognition during the House of Delegates Session. 

This is the fifth year our Commission has taken part in the celebration of West 
Virginia History Day at the Legislature by providing an educational exhibit in the C apitol 
Rotunda. 

We are still in the process of compiling a list of all West Virginia Conference Local 
Church Historians and look forward to receiving that information as soon as possible through 
the District Offices following this year’s Charge Conferences. 


Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 
Full Deacon, Retired 
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AGENCIES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(Listed alphabetically by area of accountability) 
Archives and History 

We are an Annual Conference agency, elected and funded by the Conference. 
Our assignment is the responsibility for a specific area of ministry, which is to provide a 
Minist’y of Memory! Memory loss, especially when it involves individuals suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease, is heart breaking, Memory loss is no less heart breaking when a local 
church or annual conference develops a form of Jnstitutional Alzheimers! 

For many years, your Commission has maintained the Annual Conference Archives, 
located in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia Wesleyan C ollege, to help 

rve the memory of who we have been and how we have witnessed to the Gospel 
throughout the years. 

An example of the value of records in our Archives is that we were able to respond 
toa request this past year from First United Methodist Church in Williamstown to provide 
information on fifty-three pastors who had been appointed to serve there, beginning in 1848! 
A twenty page booklet of information was provided to each family in the C ongregation 
with biographical and pastoral appointment information about each of these pastors. This 
record of their rich connectional heritage provided inspiration for those currently involved 
in ministries of that congregation. We are very fortunate to have cooperation and assistance 
from Wesleyan College Archivist Brett Miller, Carol Bowman, long time Wesleyan Librarian, 
and Paula McGrew, Director of the Annie Mermer Pfeiffer Library. Requests for information 
must be submitted to them in writing or you may make an appointment to come on site to 
find answers to your questions. 

Our thanks and appreciation to local congregations throughout our Conference 
who have appointed historians and provided copies of their church history for inclusion in 
their local church folder in the Conference Archives! We encourage others to follow their 
good example. New and revised histories should be mailed to: Commission on Archives 
and History, Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, West Virginia Wesleyan College, 59 College 
Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201. 

We welcome Herman Jones who has been appointed to serve as the new Curator for 
the Rehoboth Heritage Landmark near Union, West Virginia. The Rehoboth Amphitheater 
will reach completion as necessary funding becomes available. 

Since last year’s Annual Conference the Commission provided Certificates of 
Congratulations during local church anniversary celebrations in four districts around our 
Conference: 
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Greenbrier District: 


Brett Miller, Wesleyan Archivist, attended and displayed a portrait from Wesleyantl a ch 
that was related to that congregation’s history. 


Little Kanawha District: 


Orma Congregation celebrated their 200th Anniversary on June 14th and 
eds was presented by Kenneth Krimmel, District Superintendent. 


Sundays concerning their research on information about pastors who had been as si 
serve there since 1848. 


MonValley District: 


Faith Congregation on December 20, 2012, and were asked to speak at the Deca 1 
Service on January 20, 2013. At the conclusion of that oceasion, the cross, 
offering plates, as well as the Christian flag and the United States flag, were ca 
the sanctuary signifying that it was no longer a place of meeting for a congregation 


Conference and containing signatures of Bishops, Superintendents, and Confe 
as well as of those who were ordained Deacon or Elder at that historic service, w 
to the chair of the Commission for placement in the Annual Conference Archives at V 
(See photographs on display during the Mission Fair at the 2013 Annual Confer enc 
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Western District: 


A three-day 100th Anniversary Celebration was held June 22 - 24 by the Beverly 
Congregation in Huntington. (See Photo Essay Book on display at the Mission Fair 
the 2013 Annual Conference.) A Certificate of Congratulations was presented to the 
tion from the Commission on Archives and History. One of the highlights of this 
tion was hearing a 75-member Alumni Choir sing The Bartle Hymn of the Republic 


c- ind The Hallelujah Chorus in the presence of a very large congregation! 


Please notify the Commission on Archives and History of plans currently being 
made for future United Methodist Anniversary Celebrations. 


% Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 
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AGENCIES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(Listed alphabetically by area of accountability) 


Archives and Hist 


The 225" Anniversary Celebration of Rehoboth Heritage Landmark, held June25 
2011, was a very significant event! Preparations made by members of the Commission ¢ 
Archives and History, Rehoboth Board of Directors, Monroe Cooperative Parish, leader 
of music and worship, tour guides and the community at large provided information 
inspiration for several hundred persons attending. This included representatives from al 
nine districts of the Annual Conference, the General Secretary of Archives and Histor 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction’s President of Archives and History and other visitor 
coming from Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas’ and 
Virginia! ’ 
The weather could not have been more perfect, which added to the appreciation 
of the day as those present sat on the beautiful lawn surrounding the Old Rehoboth’ JO} 
Church and heard Bishop Francis Asbury (Dr. Joseph Kenaston) tell about the harsh 
realities of life he and others endured in this place during the 1700s, Holy Communion 
was served by members of the Bishop’s Cabinet from the actual Communion Table used 
by Bishop Asbury. 
Those present were able to see the Rehoboth Amphitheater under construction 
made possible by an initial $5,000 grant from the General Commission on Archives 
History and additional financial support from United Methodists across the Conference, 
All contributions are greatly appreciated and still being received through local churek 
remittance form #931. ; 
A large front page story, complete with photographs, was published in the Bec! e| 
Register Herald the day following the celebration and was written by Tom Bone, a United 
Methodist Layman from Concord, WV. The February 2012 issue of the West Vi 
Magazine carried an article, The Seasons of Old Rehoboth, written by Laura Allet 
Conference Director of Communications. Copies of A Historical Sketch of Rehoboth M 
&. Church, South, written 125 years ago by Reverend J. L. Kibler on the occasion of the 
100" Anniversary, were given to those attending as a memento of the day. Copies of the 
Kibler book and printed programs from the Rehoboth Celebration will be available at the 
Archives and History table during the 2012 Annual Conference Ministry Fair in June (a 
long as supply lasts). 
In 2011, the Commission on Archives and History published The Tours of Bishop 
Francis Asbury in West Virginia, 1776-1815, researched and compiled by Dr. Lawrence F 
Sherwood. A limited number of copies will be available for $10.00 or can be ordered atthe 
Archives and History table during the Annual Conference Ministry Fair. 
In April 2011, the Conference Archives received a gift of twelve albums Ol 
photographs of United Methodist churches in the West Virginia Annual Conference fron 
Gerald L. Ware and Edith Ware (deceased) of Belington, WV. They and their family ha 
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trayeled throughout the Conference while on vacations over many years, with a goal of 
photographing all church buildings relating to the West Virginia Annual Conference. 
Edith had been a conference lay member prior to her death and had requested that these 
photographs be placed under the care of the Conference Archives. We are grateful for this 
family’s gift to our Ministry of Memory! 

Participation in local church Anniversary Celebrations continues to be a high 
priority for the Conference Commission on Archives and History, In addition to those 
reported in recent years, we presented Certificates of Congratulations in 2011 to: First, 
Buckhannon, 100" Anniversary of current church building: Broad Street Church, Weston, 
100" Anniversary; Blueville Church, Grafton, 100" Anniversary; Knottsville Church, 
200" Anniversary; and First Church, Shinnston, 225" Anniversary. We would appreciate 
it if Church Archivists presently scheduling anniversary celebrations would contact your 
district representative of the Commission on Archives and History or Ginnie Lowther, 
chairperson, so we can plan to help you celebrate. It has been very rewarding to take part 
in many significant celebrations as we experienced and documented the exciting stories 
of those church histories. We look forward to celebrating the 100" Anniversaries of the 
Beverly Hills United Methodist Church in Huntington (June 22-24, 2012) and First United 
Methodist in Williamstown (August 11-12, 2012), 

Our congratulations to the formation of The Community of Grace United 
Methodist Church in the Western District, created from the former Faith, Highlawn and 
Southside congregations, on November 13, 2011! 

* Commission strongly requests that histories from all local churches be 
continually up-dated in the Conference Archives, located in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer 
Library at West Virginia Wesleyan College! 


Ginnie Lowther (Retired Deacon in Full Connection), Chairperson 
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(Listed alphabetically by area of accountability) 
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This has been a year of significant celebrations by congregations in the West 
Virginia Annual Conference! When notified in advance, the Commission on Archives and 
History made an effort to have one or more of its members present to lift up the importance 
of milestones in local church histories, photograph the occasions, and collect up-dated 
information for the church's file in the Conference Archive Collection at the Annie Merner 
Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia Wesleyan College. Robert Moffett attended the 100" 
Anniversary of the Arnettsville Church in the MonValley District and an anniversary for 
Shiloh Church on the Capon Bridge Charge in the Potomac Highlands District. Pierson 
Chapel Church in the Greenbrier District celebrated its 100" Anniversary on June 6th. The 
200th Anniversary of the Bethel Church in the Poe Community of the Greenbrier District 
was celebrated August 8". Dewayne and Ginnie Lowther attended the 225" Anniversary of 
the Short Creek Church in the Northern District on September 12", the 100" Anniversary 
of the Hickory Grove Church at Mt. Nebo in the Greenbrier District on September 19", and 
the 100" Anniversary of the present sanctuary of the Middlebourne Church in the Northern 
District on October 10", The First United Methodist Church of South Charleston, in the 
Midland South District, will be sending documents from an Anniversary Celebration that 
was also held in 2010. We have been notified that the First United Methodist Church in 
Buckhannon, in the Wesleyan District, is planning a significant celebration later in 2011. 
The Beverly Hills Church in the Western District and the Broad Street Church in Weston 
are making plans to celebrate their 100" Anniversaries and they are on the Commission’s 
schedule. We encourage all churches to contact the commission member from their respective 
district as soon as an anniversary date is known. 

Plans are underway for a Conference-wide celebration of the 225" Anniversary 
of the Rehoboth Heritage Landmark in Monroe County on June 25, 2011. This is the 
oldest protestant church (still standing) west of the Allegheny Mountains. It is our hope 
that many of you will join with Bishop Francis Asbury (Dr: Joseph Kenaston), our own 
Bishop Ernest Lyght, District Superintendents, and Dr. Robert Williams, General Secretary 
of Archives and History, in a service of worship that will inspire our generation to continue 
the legacy of reaching out to the present age and beyond! David Donathan, Director of 
the Annual Conference Choir, will lead the congregation and a volunteer choir in singing 
inspirational music from throughout the last 225 years. An invitation to the Lord’s Table 
will be given, at which time the elements will be served from the actual table used by Bishop 
Francis Asbury at this very place in the 1700’s! It will be a time of Great Thanksgiving on 
this Holy Ground! Rev. Kenneth Stockwell, curator, and others will provide tours of The 
Rehoboth Heritage Landmark and Museum beginning at 10:00 a.m. and continuing until 1:00 
p.m., When the worship service will begin. (Tours will resume following the worship service), 
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Descendants of Edward Keenan, who donated five acres on which the Rehoboth Church 
was erected in 1786, will be present to celebrate with us as well as visitors from adjoining 
Annual Conferences within the Northeastern Jurisdiction and possibly other conferences 
across our denomination. Visitors are invited to bring their own picnic baskets or purchase 
lunch items provided on site by members of the Monroe Cooperative Parish. A free Historic 
Memorabilia Booklet will be published and made available to those in attendance. Parking 
and other local arrangements will be coordinated by the Rehoboth Board of Directors under 
the direction of Andi Allen, chairperson. 

In September, the Commission mailed a special appeal to over 9,000 persons 
on the Annual Conference mailing list offering an opportunity to help provide additional 
funding to complete the Rehoboth Amphitheater, now under construction. We appreciate 
all contributions received to date through the Conference Treasurer’s Fund #931 — 
Rehoboth, but still need to receive more in order for the amphitheater to be completed. 

We are happy to announce that Dr. Lawrence F. Sherwood and his wife, Hazel, have 
completed work on a book entitled The Tours of Bishop Francis Asbury in West Virginia 
1776-1815 which will be published by the West Virginia Annual Conference Commission 
on Archives and History. Orders will be taken for Dr. Sherwood’s book at the Archives and 
History display table during the Ministry Fair at Annual Conference. 


Ginnie Lowther (Deacon in Full Connection, Retired), Chairperson 
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Plan now to join us as we celebrate the 225 Anniversary of the Reho bo 
Church and Museum Heritage Landmark on Saturday, June 25, 2011! Bishop E 
S. Lyght will be present at Rehoboth to greet United Methodists from across our Co 
ence and it is hoped that former Bishops of the West Virginia Annual Conference and o the 
Jurisdictional and General Conference leaders will also be present to participate. The Ig 
church, built in 1786, was the first organized Protestant church west of the Allegheny Moun 
tains, and is located near the town of Union in Monroe County, West Virginia. Rehoboth 
is open for guided tours and scheduled group picnics beginning April | through Octob 
each year. The General Commission on Archives and History has given a $5,000 grant 
the Rehoboth Board of Directors for the purpose of adding an amphitheater where worshi 
services, plays, musicals and other gatherings can be held to lift up the history of our U ited 
Methodist Heritage! Please mark your calendars now and encourage others to attend th 
historic event! The state department of Archives and History recently installed a new roat 
sign leading to the Rehoboth Church and Museum which will be helpful to those coming 
to the area for their first visit. 

A very special thank you goes to several work teams that arrived at Rehoboth thi 
past Fall and donated their time, labor, supplies, and money to help with some necessai 
repairs! The local Rehoboth Board of Directors is still in need of personal donations & 
complete the amphitheater project in time for the 225" Anniversary Celebration. Donation 
may be sent to Reverend Hughlyn Wilson, treasurer of the Rehoboth Board of Directoy 
His address is: Route |, Box 2, Greenville, WV 24945. 

In September 2009, Ginnie and Dewayne Lowther attended The General Con 
mission on Archives and History training session for Annual Conference chairpersons ap 
other interested commission members at the United Methodist Archives Center located ¢ 
the campus of Drew University in Madison, New Jersey. The agenda emphasized the neéd 
to preserve electronic records. Participants were urged to use digital technology to transfh 
endangered printed documents so they are also accessible on line in a searchable form 


Instructions were shared giving all Conference Commissions access to information frot 
the General Commission’s database. 


——— 


historical documentation and information 
Future Generations will be pri 
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patricia Tolliver, Carol Bowman, and Brett Miller, who stand ready to research the collection 
for answers to many questions from individuals and local churches. Each Snasegat is 
ed to make a serious effort to keep their history files up-to-date in the collection! 
F Our 2009 Fall Commission meeting was hosted at the West Virginia Culture 
Center in Charleston by Joe Geiger, Jr., official State Historian and Archivist. We were 
given an informative tour of State Archives that are not generally open to the public, and 
had the opportunity to tour the newly designed and completed museum. This experience 
was a reminder of how the history of the State of West Virginia, the history of Methodism 
and the history of West Virginia Wesleyan C ollege are closely interwoven! Members of the 
commission are grateful for the opportunity to be instrumental in lifting up the importance 
of such a great legacy for present and future generations! We are indebted to previous com- 
missions for many contributions to the collection through their interest, research, writings 
and organizational skills. 

The Order of Elders held a celebration commemorating the 225" Anniversary of the 
Christmas Conference at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Charleston on December 
12, 2009. Another service was held at a later date in the Potomac Highlands District so 
additional persons could be made aware of this significant time in the history of our de- 
nomination. Our Conference Historical Society reorganized with Reverend Betty Shields 
as President, Joe Geiger, Jr. as Vice President and Kathy Hanko as Secretary/Treasurer. We 
hope several from the West Virginia Conference will plan to attend the 2010 Annual Meet- 
ing of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Commission on Archives and History, May 11 — 13, 
in Barre, Vermont. Deadline for registration is April 2Sth. 


Ginnie Lowther (Full Deacon-Retired), Chairperson 
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iv d Hist 


After being elected by the 2008 Annual Conference to chair the Commiss 
on Archives and History, | reviewed Archives and History reports recorded in Anm 
Conference Journals from 1926-2008 and printed a bound book of information from th 
reports for each current member of the Commission in order to have an overview of 
vision and mission of previous generations. Hopefully, this will provide inspiration as 
face opportunities and challenges of the new quadrennium. In a report to the 1960 / an 
Conference, the late Professor Kenneth W. Plummer of West Virginia Wesleyan Colleg 
putitall in perspective: “History, properly understood. is an exercise in self-understand 
It is, in Lincoln's words, ‘the attempt to discover fram whence we have come and wh it 
we are tending.’ Simply collecting and preserving is to be an antiquarian, not a histor 
One must also interpret.” 

We look forward to a new avenue of interpretation opened to us by Paula McG 

Director of the West Virginia Wesleyan College Library, who has offered to include sele 
documents from our United Methodist Archive Collection on their new web site link, htt 
Pagesintime.wvwe.edu “Pages in Time.” This will enable us to be better historians 
benefiting a wider audience as we interpret the history of Methodism within the bounda 
of our Annual Conference. 

Our Conference Commission completed its organization during a meeting 
West Virginia Wesleyan College on January 31,2009. At that time. the C ommission 
Joe Geiger, Jr. (newly appointed Archivist for the State of West Virginia) to serve as ¥i 
chair and Dewayne Lowther as secretary. 

Aone day International Conference of Scholars was convened at United Theola gi 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, September 13, 2008, with the theme, “Retrieving th 
Heritage for United Methodism,” marking the 40" Anniversary of the merger of 7, 
Evangelical United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church into The United Methoa 
Church. Dewayne and I attended this conference along with Jane Donovan and Bill Wilsd 
who were there to also attend a meeting of the General Commission on Archives and Histe 
Dewayne and | were invited to stay and photojournal the Commission’s meeting. Jan 
a continued member of the General Commission, is the editor of Historians Digest, a 
official publication for the National Methodist Historical Society, and also serves as edi 
of The Northeastern Jurisdictions United Methodist Historical Bulletin. Bill was elected 
the General Commission at the 2008 General Conference in Fort Worth, Texas. and sery 
as their secretary. 

The conference commission participated in the Thirteenth Annual West Virgin 
History Day at the Legislature on March 5, 2009. This display will also be exhibited 
part of the Ministry Fair during Annual Conference and it is hoped many will take th 
opportunity to stop by and learn more about the work of the commission, : 
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In addition to the Rehoboth Church and Museum, which is located in the Greenbrier 
‘trict and is one of 41 National United Methodist Landmarks, there are fourteen other 
= nized Methodist Historical Sites within our conference boundaries: Old Fields Church 
ate Highlands District); John Wesley UMC (Greenbrier District); Old Stone House 
ag Valley District); Kadesh Chapel (Northern District); Old Hamrick Barn (Greenbrier 
is trict); Pitcher UMC (Mon Valley District); Guyandotte UMC ( Western District); Fort 
ae UMC (Mon Valley District); Short Creek UMC (Northern District); Smith Chapel 
vec (Wesleyan District); Jordan Chapel UMC (Greenbrier District); Union Camp Ground 
(Western District); West Virginia Wesleyan College (Wesleyan District); and Central UMC 
Valley District), <=. . 

sede sinsatets of the commission are actively working to acquire historical documentation 
from each local church in our conference to be placed in the United Methodist Archives 

tion at WV Wesleyan College. + St: 
sa Our Conference Historical Society is a loyal group of friends especially “hpote 
j i ism i irginia. Membership is open to all who 

in interpreting the history of Methodism in West Virginia / 
a $5.00 aries in care of the new treasurer for the Historical Society, Katherine Hanko, 
ae Park Street, Morgantown, WV, 26501, with checks made payable to the Conference 
Historical Society. Members of the Society and the Commission are encouraged to attend 

the Archives and History Luncheon held during Annual Conference. 


Ginnie Lowther, Chairperson 
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August 23, 2008 
INTRODUCTION 


Beginning in 1926, almost every Annual Conference Journal has included a progress report on 
activities of the Conference Commission on Archives and History or, in earlier years, work of 
the Methodist Historical Society or Committees on Methodist History. 


I have read each report available in our home library, and prepared this booklet to provide an 
overview for the benefit of persons serving on the current Commission on Archives and History 
and others who have an interest in the work of the Commission and the Methodist Historical 
Society. 


It should be noted that Annual Reports reviewed here were printed in the 1926 Methodist 
Episcopal Journal, Methodist Journals (1939 to1968) and United Methodist Journals (1969 
to 2008). A review of Journals from predessor conferences, which I did not have, would likely 
provide equally important information about those who have been involved with tasks related to 
the acquisition, preservation and sharing of archival materials. 


As I review reports from the past, I am increasingly aware of opportunities and challenges faced 
by the newly elected 2009-2012 Commission on Archives & History. In his report to the 1960 
Annual Conference, Professor Kenneth W. Plummer of West Virginia Wesleyan College, put it 
all in perspective: 


“History, properly understood, is an exercise in self-understanding. It is, in 
Lincoln's words, ‘the attempt to discover from whence we have come and whither 
we are tending.’ Simply collecting and preserving is to be an antiquarian, not a 


” 


historian. One must also interpret. 


Ginnie Lowther, Chair 

Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference 
The United Methodist Church 
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OVERVIEW OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY JOURNAL REPORTS — 2008, 2007 _ 


OVERVIEW OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY REPORTS 
To West Virginia Annual Conference Sessions 


2008 - 1939 


Compiled by Ginnie Lowther, Chair 
2009-2012 Commission on Archives & History 


2008 Marvin Carr, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 216, 2008 Official 
Journal & Year Book, West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church) 

Old Rehoboth Shrine Board of Directors made major improvements. 

Kenneth Stockwell has been named new curator of museum. 

New Picnic Shelter built to welcome visitors. 

Dr. Lawrence F. Sherwood is working on a new history book of Francis Asbury in West 

Virginia 

"a In 2008 we encourage congregations to commemorate the 100" anniversary of the first 
social creed (of the Methodist Episcopal Church). 

6. The Conference Commission works to help preserve and disseminate the stories of our 
congregations and our conference and its agencies. 

7. The General Commission asks that we remind churches and district superintendents to 
deposit records of abandoned churches with the Conference Archives. 

8. Remember to up date local church histories and bring them to the WV WC Library. 

9, Patricia Tolliver, Carol Bowman and Amelia Anderson are available at the library to 
gladly receive historical materials from persons and churches and to help find information 
requested in writing. 

10. | The West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society always welcomes new members. 
David Gordon is president. Contact Ms. Tolliver or Ms. Anderson for more information. 


ee Se eS 


2007- Marvin Carr, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 213, 2007 Official 

Journal & Year Book, West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.) 

r, The Commission on Archives & History greets the Conference in this 300” anniversary 
of the year of birth of Charles Wesley, with a plea that we recall some of the very 
brightest facets of our heritage to bear for the living of these days. 

z Beyond observing one day as “Heritage Sunday”, we can enrich the quality of our 
devotional and worship experiences by learning more about Charles Wesley and using his 
hymns throughout the year. 

3. See www.gcah.org for the rich resources of the General Commission on Archives and 
History, especially those articles related to celebrating Charles Wesley’s heritage. 

4. Under the google search vehicle on the web, punch in “Charles Wesley” and find such 
jewels as: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles Wesley or 
www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/w/e/s/wesley_c.htm (251 of Charles’ hymns with words and 
music) 

> The Conference Commission works at its purpose to help preserve and disseminate the 
stories of our congregations and our conference and its agencies. 
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6. We appreciate the work of our Archivist, Patricia Tolliver, and assistant, Amelia 
Anderson. Their helper is Carol Bowman at West Virginia Wesleyan College Library. 
They are ready to be of help by receiving historical materials from persons and churches, 
and to help find information. Requests should be submitted in writing. 

7. We appreciate the work of the Board of Directors of Old Rehoboth Heritage landmark in 
Monroe County as they are undertaking new efforts to improve the historic site. We 
encourage all to visit Old Rehoboth as part of your pilgrimage in Methodism, 


2006 Marvin Carr, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 209, 2006 Official 
Journal & Year Book, West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. 

I. The Commission helped showcase West Virginia and our United Methodist heritage as 
we hosted the NEJ Archives & History meeting May 9-11 at Olglebay Park, Wheeling. 

2 This year’s top priority is Old Rehoboth Church Heritage Site (Shrine) with Mike Ford as 
the new Director, Randy McCutcheon, Chair, Jerry Fullen, Vice chair, Betty Shields, 
Secretary, Shirley wikle, Treasurer. 

3, Patricia Tolliver and Amelia Anderson, have filed new church histories and many 
materials that have been donated to our collection. They continue to gather, preserve and 
hold title to and disseminate materials on the history. The archives are open by 
appointment only, for security. It is important to put requests in writing. 


2005 - Marvin Carr, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 206, 2005 Official 

Journal & Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

i. The Book of Discipline gives the purpose of the Commission on Archives and History: to 
gather, preserve, hold title to, and disseminate materials on the history of the United 
Methodist Church and its antecedents. It is the responsibility of the Commission to 
maintain the archives, file reports of agencies, record events in our conference, fill 
requests for information, and keep a library of books, journals, and artifacts of our 
Conference. 

z. It is important to put requests for information in writing and to indicate the full name and 
address of the church, including county and district (because there are several churches 
with the same name.) The archives does not include local church records (baptisms, 
marriages, etc.), which are the responsibility of local congregations. 

3. New resources produced by the Commission: Travelers of the Long Road, Volume I: A to 
M; Travelers of the Long Road, Volume II: N to Z; and Addendum 1: A to M; Melting 
Times: A History of West Virginia United Methodism by Carl E. Burrows, Robert B. 
Florian, and David F. Mahoney. 

4. The Commission is responsible for Old Rehoboth Heritage landmark, near Union, in 
Monroe County, through the board of Trustees of Old Rehoboth. There is the church, 
museum and the cottage. We are responsible for the grounds and upkeep of the church, 
museum and cottage. We hire a caretaker who mows and trims in summer, and checks on 
buildings in winter. The caretaker opens the church and museum from April to 
September on weekends for visitors and also by appointment. There is also a cemetery on 
the grounds that takes work. The Commission covers the utilities and any repairs on the 
church and museum. Old Rehoboth has a board of directors. The commission covers 
their meeting expenses. 
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2004 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 208, 2004 Official 


l. 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.) 

2003 was the 300" anniversary of the birth of John Wesley. The Commission printed a 
collection of notes, quotes, tidbits and comments for church bulletin inserts, programs 
and notices to commemorate the birth of our founder, John Wesley. 

A copy of John Wesley’s letter to Samuel Furly was on display in the narthex of Wesley 
Chapel during Annual Conference. This original letter, written by John Wesley, was a 
gift to the West Virginia Commission several years ago. 

The first Fathers Day service was held in 1908 at what is now the Central United 
Methodist Church in Fairmont. Research proved the Fairmont service pre-dates all other 
claims for the honor. In September, the Father’s Day Church was dedicated as the 14" 
Historical Site of The West Virginia Annual Conference. 


2003 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History ( page 206, 2003 


Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.) 

Travelers on the Long Road, volume II - N to Z will go to press in April along with an 
addendum to Volume I. The editor, Carl Wolfe, is placing the total encyclopedia on a CD 
for convenient storage. Volume IJ will be available at Annual Conference. 


2002 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 189, 2002 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 


hie 


Two new historical sites have been named by the Commission and approved by the 
Annual Conference. On July 15", the Union Campground in Mason County was named 
the 12" Historical Site in our Conference. West Virginia Wesleyan College was 
dedicated as the 13th historical site on October 19" during the Founders Day Program. 


2001 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 206 2001 Official 


f 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

Our first priority this year is our Shrine at Rehoboth. For the past two years we have 
contracted the grounds maintenance, and the opening, care and responsibility of our 
shrine and museum. Reverend Charles Miller and his family have been in charge of the 
repair of the parsonage, opening the museum and shrine and overseeing all the aspects of 
the Old Rehoboth Shrine. 

Our Historical Society assists the Commission by providing workshops, materials and 
helps keep people informed of our Commission activities and goals. 


2000 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 2/1, 2000 Official 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Spring Commission meeting was held in Lewisburg. Saturday was spent at the 
Rehoboth Shrine. 

The first volume of our Methodist Encyclopedia that covers information A-M, was 
presented at Annual Conference. Work is progressing on Volume II (N to Z) 
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Si 


4. 


Reverend Charles Miller & his family spent many hours working on the repair of the 
caretaker’s cottage. 

All of our holdings are being catalogued for placement on Internet by the General 
Commission, making them available to others for research. 


1999 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 209, 1999 Official 


ahah 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

Members of the Board of Directors of the Rehoboth shrine are local Monroe County 
pastors, members of the Monroe County Historical Society and representatives of the 
Commission on Archives & History. Reverend Charles Miller of Union oversees the 
Shrine and grounds. The Board president is Reverend Frederick Perry and Reverend 
Betty Shields is the secretary. 

Commission members have visited groups and loaned the video on Historical Sites. 
The Fall meeting was held at Guyandotte UMC, one of the conference Historical Sites. 
After years of work, Volume I (A-M) of the two volume encyclopedia of West Virginia 
Methodism is going to press and will be available at this year’s Annual Conference. 


1998 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 200, 1998 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 


1. 


The Fall meeting was held at Webster Springs FUMC on October 3, 1997 and attended 
the 10" Annual Celebration of the dedication of the Old Hamrick Barn as an Historical 
Site. 

We have begun keeping a scrapbook of news clippings, articles, programs and notes of 
pastors, churches, people, activities and events from throughout our Conference. 

This year the Archives & History Collection received the original pulpit from Carney 
Chapel Methodist Church which was built in Wetzel County in 1862 and closed about 
1934. It is now a part of our display area in the WV WC Library. 


1997 - Amelia Anderson, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 205, 1997 Official 


PT ES 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Commission hosted the NEJ Archives & History with 110 attending. 

Oral History tapes are continuing under the direction of Gayle Fultz. 

Tom Burger prepared a colorful and informative video of Rehoboth Shrine 

Tom Burger prepared a colorful, informative video of Rehoboth Shrine and the eleven 
Historical Sites located throughout our Conference. Each district office has a copy to 
loan to interested persons. 


1996 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 208, 1996 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 


ie 
2. 


The Fall meeting was held at the Old Rehoboth Church. 

The Commission continues to urge all congregations to continue to work on their local 
church histories and file them with the Archives & History Collection at the WV WC 
Library. 
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3: The Rehoboth Board of Directors reported a need for roof repairs that will cost 
approximately $6,000. 


1995 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 23], 1995 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 


Church). 

1. The Commission held it’s Fall meeting in September at the Beckley Temple. 

Ze It was reported that there were some major repairs that needed extra funding. The 
museum roof may need to be replaced, and a new refrigerator is needed for the caretaker’s 
cottage. 

3, The Historical Society and the Commission sponsored a workshop titled “Writing, 


Collecting and Preserving History” on Saturday, September 30th. They also discussed 
how to write a history and other related material. 

4. The 1996 NEJ Archives & History will be hosted by the West Virginia Annual 
Conference Commission at West Virginia Wesleyan College. 


1994 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 250, 1994 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 


1. Fall meeting was held in October at the UMC in Burnsville. 

cd The Historic Sites Committee reported the dedication of Smith’s Chapel Church near 
Clarksburg bringing the number of sites to eleven. 

3. The Commission was interested in finding a donor to underwrite the publication costs of 
an Encyclopedia of West Virginia Methodism now being worked on by the Commission. 

4. A tour of historic sites in the Clarksburg, Fairmont, and Grafton areas is being planned 


for May 14, 1994, 


1993 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 243, 1993 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West virginia Annual conference of the United Methodist 


Church). 
1. Goals were set for the new quadrennium: 
° Write & publish an Encyclopedia of West Virginia United Methodism 
. Make people more aware of our United Methodist Heritage by printing brochures 
and organizing tours of conference historical sites 
° Place historical records of the Archives Center on computer 
° Continue to maintan and preserve the Rehoboth Shrine and Museum as well as 
our other conference historical sites 
. Offer special training events to better acquaint and equip churches in the area of 
history 
2. The Fall meeting was held at Clarksburg where plans were formulated for the writing of 


the Encyclopedia with Bishop Ives designated as the General Editor along with 17 area 
editors who will do the research. 

3. A workshop was held at Highland Avenue UMC in Fairmont to share information on how 
to write histories of local churches. The group was also led on a tour of historical sites in 
the area. 
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4. 


Churches are encouraged to celebrate Heritage Sunday and use the 1993 theme which is 
“Celebrating our Itinerancy”. 


1992 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 226, 1992 Official 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Archives Center was moved from the Benson House back to the Wesleyan Library, 
rooms 208 & 209. 

The Commission’s Fall & Spring meetings were held in conjunction with the Historical 
Society. 

Two workshops were held this year. The theme of the Jane Lew workshop was “How to 
have a successful Archive Center in Your Local Church”. The theme of the workshop 
held at Wesleyan College was “Passing on Our Heritage”. 

Two Conference Historical Sites were dedicated: Old Fields Church at Moorefield and 
FUMC in Guyandotte. 


1991 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 233, 199] Official 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Fall meeting was held at FUMC in Webster Springs 

A dedication of a beautiful bronze plaque designating the Old Hamrick Barn as a 
Conference Historical Site was conducted by Carl Burrows; Bishop William Boyd Grove 
held the dedication of the plaque at the Old Stone House in Morgantown; Amelia 
Anderson held the plaque dedication at Kadesh Chapel, near Wheeling. 


1990 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 257, 1990 Official 


s 


> 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Fall meeting was held at the Ronceverte UMC and members visited the Old 
Rehoboth Shrine while in the area. 

The Commission invites all to visit the archives center located in the Benson House in 
Buckhannon. They have several new displays and have received a gift of a large glass 
case, a desk and office chair. Extra tables and book shelves have been purchased. 
Available at the Archives Center are two excellent history books: “The Women Came 
Early” & “Melting Times.” 

Grave markers for deceased ministers and a program of dedication may be purchased 
from the Commission. 


1989 - Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 227, 1989 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 


iF 


At the organizational meeting for the new quadrenium, it was noted that the work could 
not be done during two meetings a year so task forces and work area committees were 
formed: 
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° Rehoboth shrine, museum & cottage 

. Archives & History Center in Buckhannon 

° The Old Hamrick Barn 

° Oral History & Tape Program 

° Historical Sites 

° Pictorial History Project 

° Historical Society (an auxillary to the Commission to further promote the work of 
Archives & History) 

° Publications 

° Tours 

° Gravemarkers 


ma Heritage Sunday 1989 Theme - Celebrating Our Heritage of Preaching” 
3. The General Conference voted that Archives & History be included in World Service 
Giving under special gifts. 


1988 - David F. Mahoney, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 244, 1988 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church). 

1, Dedication of Benson House as home of Archives & History - Summer of 1988 
Statement of Purpose for Benson House Center, written by Reverend Mark Flynn: 

“An archival center is being provided by the West Virginia Conference Commission on 
Archives and History in the building currently known as the Benson House, across the 
street from Agnes Howard Hall and the Campus of West Virginia Wesleyan College in 
Buckhannon, West virginia. This archival center will allow for those archival materials 
of the Evanbgelical United Brethren tradition which were once housed at EvUnBreth 
Acres to have a home where they can be preserved and exhibited. It will also allow for 
archival materials related to other segments of our Church to be preserved and exhibited 
in a better way than has ever been possible in the limited space which has been available 
to them in the rare book room of the college library.” The purpose will be: 


° To preserve the documents, photos, and other objects which tell the history of the 
West Virginia Conference as a whole, and its predecessor conferences. 

° To provide a repository for a limited amount of archival materials relating to the 
history of every local church in the Conference. 

° To provide a repository for a limited amount of history of every pastor who has 


served the United Methodist Church and its predecessor denominations within the 
present bounds of the West Virginia Conference. 

. To provide such organization of these materials and such work space as to 
facilitate archival research. 

. To make the people of the West Virginia Conference aware of their rich heritage 
by providing easily accessible, attractive, and understandable exhibits relating to 
the history of the varied Christian groups which became the United Methodist 
Church within the present bounds of the West Virginia Conference. 

° To make the people of the West Virginia Conference aware of the need to 
continue to write and preserve their history. 
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Items being sought for the Conference Archival Center include: 


Loose written documents 

Books and Journals 

Audio and Video Tapes 

Photographs 

Other objects of historical interest, provided they relate to the history of the West 
Virginia Annual Conference. 


The Commission seeks and will accept a limited amount of materials relating to: 


History of any local church (active or closed) in the Conference. 

Any pastor who has served in the United Methodist Church or its predessor 
denominations within the present bounds of the West Virginia Conference. 

The Lay Leadership of the West Virginia Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and its predecessor conferences. 

Any Board, Agency or Institution of the West Virginia Conference or its 
predecessor conferences. 

Bishops & other key leaders of the United Methodist Church and its predecessor 
denominations whose careers were spent outside West Virginia, but who were 
natives of the state now known as the West Virginia Conference. 

Conference proceedings of the West Virginia Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and its predecessor conferences. 

Individuals who were leaders of the predecessor conferences of the West Virginia 
Conference of the United Methodist Church prior to 1880 including Bishops and 
Conference Presidents. 

Appointment Records. 

Local Church histories before 1880. 

Biographical information on any pastor who served United Methodism’s 
predecessor denominations before 1830 within the present bounds of the West 
Virginia Conference. 

General information on United Methodism and its predecessor denominations in 
their ministry among ethnic minorities. 

The Commission will accept all of the above items for the collection providing 
they are not duplicates of materials already in the collection. 

Only items of exceptional value will be accepted on loan. The ownership of 
anything accepted on loan must be clearly established in writing. 


Items relating to local church histories which are of particular interest to the Commission 
for inclusion in the Archival Center are: 


A concise history of the local church. 

A list of Charter Members (and perhaps a photograph if available) 

A photograph (or sketch) of each building which has housed the Church. 

A list of pastors who have served the church (especially if their dates can also be 
supplied). 

Any church history prior to 1830. 


Items relating to the history of individual pastors which are of particular interest to the 
Commission for inclusion in the collection at the Archival Center are: 


Dates of places of birth, ordination and death. 
Basic information on ancestry. 
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° Basic information on marriage, spouse and children. 

° Basic information on education. 

° A list of appointments served, with dates. 

° One or two sermons on paper or tape. 

° Reflections on events of significance to the Conference as a whole. 
. Memories of other events of particular interest to the pastor. 


1987 - David F. Mahoney, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 25], 1987 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

1. The General Conference Commission on Archives & History initiated the establishment 
of a Union List Task Force in each Annual Conference. The West Virginia Commission 
began organizing this list of all ministers who had ever served in the present and 
predecessor bodies of the Conference, to be filed with the General Commission located in 
Madison, New Jersey. 

Rs The Commission appointed a committee to review the John W. Reger Papers, located in 
the rare book room of the library, They compiled lists of pertinent information, facts, 
dates and all names listed and put this review in an index for availability to future 
historical researchers. This is of special interest to recording Pioneer Methodist History. 


1986 - David F. Mahoney, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 224, 1986 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church). 

F Four primary project goals for 1986-1987; 

. A comprehensive Oral History Program 
The intent of the program is to document orally the individual ministerial histories 
of all pastors in the conference with special emphasis placed upon: Ethnic 
Minority Ministries, Evangelism, the Missional Life of the individual pastor, 
personal insight and evaluation of the work of the ministry, of the conference, 
worship, church building, youth work, etc. Oral history tapes will be maintained 
at the Archival Repository (Benson House) on the campus of Wesleyan College in 
Buckhannon, West Virginia for future resource use in research and study. The 
project is intended to have a two-fold purpose: (1) To provide an underpinning for 
contemporary outreach and nurture programs developed by local churches and 
conference agencies, and (2) To serve as a resource for future academic research 
in historical studies. 

° Benson House Archival Repository 
With the sale of EvUnBreth Acres the Commission has found it necessary to store 
much of its valuable material that was once readily available. The inaccessibility 
of this archival material has caused a great burden upon the research staff 
employed by the Commission. Furthermore, each year there is an ever increasing 
accumulation of artifacts and archival material coming under the care of the 
Commission as required by the Discipline of the Church. Therefore, the 
Commission, working with West Virginia Wesleyan College, has negotiated for a 
new location on the campus of that institution which will more effectively meet 
the conference’s needs for an archival repository. 

° Rehoboth Shrine & Museum Programs 
Rehoboth Shrine & Museum continues to be an essential aspect of the 
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Commission’s on-going program. In 1986 Rehoboth Church celebrates its 
Bicentennial observance of this historic site. The Board of Directors of the 
Rehoboth Shrine & Museum will undertake a much needed repair program for the 
Museum in 1986. 

Hamrick Barn Historic Location Development 

In 1833 Benjamin Hamrick offered his newly completed barn as a meeting place 
for the growing number of settlers in the valley. The first Methodist meeting in 
what is now Webster County, West Virginia, was held in the summer of 1833. 
Portia Jane Hamrick has donated an acre of land and Benjamin Hamrick’s century 
and a half old barn to the Methodist Historical Society, Inc. The Methodist 
Historical Society, The Commission on Archives & History and the Hamrick Barn 
Board of Directors are involved in the task of restoring the location to its 1833 
condition. The restored barn will serve as a centerpiece to a planned United 
Methodist historical museum and park. Hamrick’s barn is the oldest standing 
structure in Webster County. 


No report. Listing of Members (page 19) and Budget (page 234) 1985 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church). 


Carl Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 217, 1984 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church). 

The Bicentennial Year of our Church. 

The Commission on Archives & History along with the Bicentennial Committee 
on Missional Evangelism, has been planning events and programs that reach into 
the new quadrennium, 

Bicentennial Rallies planned for all eleven districts and for the Christmas 
Conference planned for the iast week of December 

The Commission recommended to the Annual Conference that the Commission 
on Archives & History be given the privilege of securing gifts for their work; and 
that the Old Hamrick Barn near Webster Springs be recommended to the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction of Archives & History as a Historical Site; and that the 
Central United Methodist Church in Fairmont be named as the official Father’s 
Day Church. 


1983 Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 224, 1983 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 


I, 


A comprehensive (1784-1984) history of West Virginia Methodism, Melting 
Times, has been written by David Mahoney, Robert Florian and Carl Burrows 
with publication date set for June 1984. 

Mrs. Marcia Glauner and Patricia Tolliver were in charge of research in the library 
at Wesleyan College. They completed a new catalogue of all Archives & History 
materials and reported that inquiries concerning histories, genelogies and other 
needs of our church has been exhaustive this year. 

The Old Rehoboth Church and Museum had more than 2000 visitors sign the 
register. 
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1982 


1981 
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4. Several churches have re-written or up-dated their histories this year and the 
Commission encourages other churches to do the same. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 218, 1982 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Commission on Archives & History continues to have the responsibility of the care 
and keeping of the historical items and artifacts of the West Virginia Conference. 
Churches, Boards, Committees and Commissions are encouraged to deposit anything of 
historical significance with the Commission. 

The Commission recommends that pastors and churches encourage their youth and adults 
to participate in the Essay Program offered by the Commission. Subjects for essays are: 

° “Outstanding United Methodist Missionary of West Virginia” 

. “Celebration, 1984 Bicentennial of the United Methodist Church” 

° “Biography of a United Methodist Person, past or present” 

. “The Ethnic Minority Local Church of West Virginia” 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 262, 1981 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Rehoboth Shrine continues to draw visitors from all parts of the State and Nation. 
The Rehoboth Museum was completed this year and is an added attraction for visitors. 

A listing of gifts for the Rehoboth Museum appears in this year’s report. 

The first issue of the “Heritage”, a United Methodist Journal edited by Dr. David F. 
Mahoney, was published and made available at the Fall Special Annual Conference in 
Charleston. The issue contains some of the essays from last years’ contest. Encourage 
the participation of churches and individuals in this year’s essay contest. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 2/9, 1980 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Museum at Rehoboth was constructed by Mr. Virgil Dixon and Son of Union, West 
Virginia. It is a 40x70 feet cinder block building very beautifully designed by Mr. John 
Chapman of Wytheville, Virginia and formerly of Beckley, West Virginia. The building 
contains a display room, a Conference-Library Room, a work room, rest rooms, and a 
Lobby. It was dedicated May 7, 1980 by Bishop D. Frederick Wertz. The purpose of the 
Museum is to tell the story of Rehoboth (including early Methodist History, camp 
meetings, and early Monroe County life) to all who will come, listen and look. The West 
Virginia Legislature, Monroe County Historical Society, several United Methodist 
Churches, and many interested persons helped to receive appropriations to make this 
museum possible. 

The West Virginia Commission on Archives & History hosted the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction on Archives & History meeting at the Lewisburg United Methodist Church. 
A dream for future developments includes the construction of an Amphitheatre for the 
play Rehoboth! 
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OVERVIEW OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY JOURNAL REPORTS — 1979 to 1975_ 


1979 Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 227, 1979 Official 


1978 


1977 


1976 


1975 


Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

This year marks the 49" year since re-unification of Methodist Protestant, Methodist 
Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal South, and 11 years since the merger of the Methodist 
Church with the Evangelical United Brethern. 

Rehoboth Shrine was represented at the Fall Workshop on United Methodist Shrines in 
Philadelphia in November by Mr. Ryland White. The workshop dealt with preservation, 
restoration, and maintenance of Shrines and historic buildings. 

Send requests for research information to Mrs. Marcia Glauner, % West Virginia 
Wesleyan College Library. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 246, 1978 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

Groundbreaking for the new museum at Rehoboth was held Sunday, March 19, 1978. 

A committee was named to study the feasibility of writing and publishing a 
comprehensive History of United Methodism in the West Virginia Conference 

Mrs. Marcia Glauner is head of research at the Library for our Commission. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 284, 1977 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

Total Budget ($11,004) included funding for Research & Rare Book Room, Insurance, 
Meetings, Office & Clerical work, Postage & Stationery, Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Fees, Rehoboth Shrine repairs, utilities, lawn mowing, caretaker’s salary, museum 
utilities & insurance, EvunBreth Archival Rooms, Printing, & Miscellaneous. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 225, 1976 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

The Rehoboth caretakers cottage was completed. The dedication was conducted by 
Bishop D. Frederick Wertz on May 23, 1976. 

The Bi-Centennial Play, entitled “Rehoboth”, has been written by Mrs. Joyce Ancile of 
Vienna, West Virginia. The play was presented at Annual Conference. 

A History Conference, held October 29-30, 1976 at West Virginia Wesleyan College was 
sponsored by the Commission on Archives & History in cooperation with the Department 
of History. Districts were to send representatives. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 131, 1975 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

Selected a house plan for the caretaker’s cottage at Old Rehoboth. 

In celebration of our Nation’s 200" Birthday, the bi-centennial, the Commission on 
Archives & History enlisted the service of Mrs. Joseph Ancrile, former student of West 
Virginia Wesleyan College, residing in Vienna, West Virginia, and a member of the 
Wayside United Methodist Church, to write a play on West virginia United Methodism in 
relation to our nation’s birth. The plan is for it to be presented throughout the State. 
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1974 


1973 


1972 


Approximately 150 histories of churches within the Conference have been placed on file 
at the West Virginia Wesleyan College Library. 

The Commission on Archives & History has printed a brochure of several churches of our 
Conference. These are available from District Offices. 

An Archival Policy was adopted for the West Virginia Annual Conference. (see page 
132-133 of the 1976 Annual Conference Journal. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 130, 1974 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 

Research continues by several Commission members on the project, “Preparations of a 
Union List of Methodist Ministers 1773-1973". This has been sponsored by the General 
Commission on Archives & History. 

The General Commission on Archives & History have asked Conference Commissions to 
formulate “An Archival Policy” to govern our work. 

Churches & individuals are invited to visit the Rare Book Room at West Virginia 
Wesleyan College and rooms at the Memorial Building at EvenBreth Acres where the 
Archives & History of the West Virginia Annual Conference are deposited. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page /30, 1973 Official 

Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 

Church). 

The Commission on Archives & History made a special promotion effort for our National 

Shrine, Rehoboth, Landmarks, and Sites of United Methodism of West Virginia: 

. A brochure of West Virginia United Methodist History of West Virginia is 
published by our Commission. 

° A brochure of Old Rehoboth Shrine, and other United Methodist shrines will be 
available, as you visit Old Rehoboth. 

° Bulletins for United Methodist Heritage Day made available by the Commission. 

° The book “The Life Of Matthew Clair”, first Negro Bishop of Methodism, has 
been published by our Commission. The book is written by Dr. Margaret Ballard 
on Union, West Virginia. 

° Research is being made by several of our members on the project “Preparation of 
a Union List of United Methodist Ministers 1773-1973" sponsored by the General 
Commission on Archives & History. 


Carl E. Burrows, Chair, Commission on Archives & History (page 108, 1972 Official 
Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church). 
The Commission on Archives & History recognizes the great heritage of the United 
Methodist Church of West Virginia that includes the former Evangelical United Brethern, 
former Methodist, and former Central Jurisdiction merged to make up our great church. 
We want to preserve, maintain, and care for its records, artifacts, landmarks, and Shrine. 
A special Task Force on Archives & History was named at the 1971 Annual Conference 
with the following responsibilities: 
° Discover and suggest ways and means of maintaining and preserving the National 
Shrine, Rehoboth. 
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1969 


° Find and recommend ways and means to provide adequate and suitable housing 
for the Historical Materials, Books, Records, and Artifacts, belonging to the West 
Virginia Annual Conference. 

Recommendations from the Task Force are listed on pages 109-111 of the 1972 Annual 

Conference Journal. 


No Report. The 1971 West Virginia Annual Conference Journal listed the membership 
of the Commission on Archives & History (page 10) and the budget of $3,000 was 
approved for 1972. 


Frank A. Johnson, Secretary - Commission on Archives & History/Methodist 
Historical Society (page 115, 1970 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia 
Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church). 

Three significant deaths of members of the Commission on Archives & History: Dr. 
George L. Glauner, President of the West Virginia Historical Society, Inc., Mr. William 
A. Armstrong of Fairmont, and Reverend K. J. Scott. We are determined that we shall try 
to carry on the work of these devoted members. 

A mobile trailer home was established on the grounds of Old Rehoboth with water, 
sewage and electrical systems. The grounds are lighted at night and a caretaker looks 
after the church and grounds. Each day Old Rehoboth is open for visitors. 

Old Rehoboth is included in a tour sponsored by the Mountaineer Travel Counsel and it 
works together with the West Virginia Historical Society of Monroe County. 

Dr. T. N. Bennett of Buckhannon has been elected president of our Commission on 
Archives & History. 

We are in the process of securing the history of the Negro Methodist Churches located 
within the bounds of our West Virginia Annual Conference. 

Our long range plan calls for a building to enclose the log structure, a permanent 
caretaker cottage, installation of drinking fountains, paving of walks and driveway with 
the landscaping of approaches. 


Frank A. Johnson, Secretary - Commission on Archives & History (pages 434, 442, 
549, 1969 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church). 

Year of Merger of former Methodist and former EUB Churches into The West Virginia 
United Methodist Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

A Report of the Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Inc. to the United 
Conference explaining it’s relationship to the West Virginia Annual Conference: 
“We, the trustees of the Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Incorporated, own 
the only national shrine of Methodism in the bounds of the United Methodist Conference. 
Our corporation is charged with its upkeep and preservation. As our report in last year’s 
Journal states, a caretaker’s cottage has been planned with a deep well-water system, 
sanitary facilities, highway paving, and lighting of the shrine. Because of the dangers 
apparent to our national shrine and to make it still available to the nation, we have 
authorized a caretaker for temporary residence, the drilling of a deep well, an easement 
for the electrical lighting of the grounds, and the construction of a sanitary system. The 
approval of the World Service & Finance Commission has not yet been secured for the 
building of the caretaker’s cottage and we did not have available near enough funds to 
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1968 


begin construction. As a conference committee we could not proceed, but as a 
corporation with the responsibility laid upon us, we did purchase, as a temporary 
measure, a fifty-foot two bedroom house trailer for a caretaker, to be moved upon the 
grounds of Old Rehoboth. The amount of indebtedness involved has been taken care of 
by reallocating our budget of this year and by the approval of our budget by the World 
Service and Finance Commission for this next year. As a corporation of the State of 
West Virginia, we have been electing our own trustees in four yearly classes of four each 
and having them confirmed by the Annual Conference. When the Central Jurisdiction in 
the bounds of the Methodist Annual Conference became one with our Conference, two 
historians of their group were elected as trustees. When our Conference union with the 
EUB Church became a certain fact, two more were elected, namely, Perry M. O’ Brian, a 
lawyer of Ripley, W. Va., and Mrs. William A. Barron of Parkersburg, W. Va. and 
recommended to this Conference for confirmation as trustees of our corporation, these 
were suggested by Dr. Harry Eckles, Superintendent of the West Virginia Area of the 
EUB Church, with the understanding that as soon as possible our corporation would 
include the proper proportion of their church with our name changed to the United 
Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Incorporated. At the present time, we are 
in a dilemma. Our Bishop, in conformity to the rules of the new Discipline of our United 
Methodist Church, has asked that our corporation be dissolved because a new committee 
called the Committee on Archives and History must do the work of our corporation. 
According to the laws of the State of West Virginia and according to the legal guidelines 
adopted by this Conference, this cannot be hastily done. Our corporation, in its annual 
Charter Meeting, (Thursday) authorized the transfer of title of all of the property of the 
Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Incorporated, to the United Methodist 
Annual Conference, and as soon as our legal successors are elected and qualified and all 
obligations satisfied, an advertisement of the dissolving of our corporation will be spread 
upon the newspapers of our state and our corporation will cease to exist. One deed has 
already been prepared and a deed for the remaining land holding has been authorized. 
We will complete all things necessary as promptly as possible, but our corporation cannot 
dissolve until we are able to dispose of all our property and legal obligations.” (Pages 
549-550, 1969 West Virginia Annual Conference Journal of The United Methodist 
Church. 

The Plan of Union, West Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 
may be found on pages 434-441 of the 1969 West Virginia Annual Conference Journal. 
The Service of Union, held June 11, 1969, may be found on pages 442-443 of the 1969 
West Virginia Annual Conference Journal. 


Frank A. Johnson, Secretary - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Inc. 
(page 151, 1968 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church,former Methodist). 

Trustees of the Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Incorporated, listed on 
page 17 of the 1968 West Virginia Annual Conference Journal of The United Methodist 
Church. 

The Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Incorporated reported that thousands 
of visitors from many parts of the world have come to see Old Rehoboth. The pastor at 
the Union Charge cannot supply the care and oversight needed for such a shrine. 
Campers or vandals have even built fires almost against the Rehoboth Church and we fear 
it could be destroyed at any time. By advice, we have secured blueprints and building 
estimates for a three-bedroom caretaker’s cottage to be constructed on the grounds of Old 
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1967 


1966 


1965 


Rehoboth. This with a deep-well water system, driveway paving, and the lighting of the 
shrine will cost approximately $20,000. 

The facilities of our Methodist Room are in increased use. Now we find it necessary to 
use student help in filing and classification of materials. In order to preserve and make 
available this material we need more cabinets and showcases. A desk is also needed. 
The merger with the Evangelical United Brethren Church make it imperative that we 
enlarge our holdings and acquire EUB historical materials. 


Frank A. Johnson, Secretary - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 
160, 1967 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

The Historical Society is interested in books, historical papers, artifacts, and relics 
pertaining to the history of The Methodist Church. A piece of wood from the first casket 
of Francis Asbury was found in the Romney District Parsonage and was presented to the 
historical society for the collection at West Virginia Wesleyan College. Numerous other 
gifts and valuable papers have also been received. 

Because of the burden of the requests we have been receiving from local churches, we 
feel it necessary, since we have been encouraging the writing of local church histories, to 
secure a part-time research worker for the library. 

Our society has secured, for our Historical Library at West Virginia Wesleyan College, 
two copies of Methodist Guide for Tourists and two copies of Forever Beginning 1766- 
1966 which contains the Methodist Bicentennial Historical Research papers delivered at 
the Bicentennial in Baltimore last year. Microfilm of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate 
has been received at a cost of approximately $900. 


Frank A. Johnson, Secretary - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 
153, 1966 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

Upon inspection of Old Rehoboth Church by the trustees, a contract was signed with 
Orkin Exterminating Company, Inc. for the removal of termites. Their treatment seems 
to be effective so far. Continued protection will cost $25 per year. 

Old Rehoboth is a national shrine of Methodism and the trustees are in agreement that 
something should be done to preserve this ancient church of Methodism from the ravages 
of the elements and provide for the improvements of the approaches to this landmark of 
our church. 

Our society published a book edited by Reverend Raymond Moore, Jr., Methodist 
Ministers of the West Virginia Conference of 1964. Over 1000 copies remain unsold. 
Our society carries liability insurance on Old Rehoboth and fire insurance on the books of 
the society located in the college library. 

Our society has become the owner of a complete file on the Western christian Advocate 
on microfilm. 


G. L. Glauner, Chair - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 152, 1965 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 

More books have been added to our collection, some being of real significance. While 
we are eager to get as much material as possible on West Virginia Methodism, we are 
also getting some outstanding books dealing with Methodism in general. We have 


16 


Archive Records - 090 


OVERVIEW OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY JOURNAL REPORTS — 1964 to 1962 _ 


1963 


1962 


recently added many biographies of some church leaders of the past. 

We hope the day will soon be here when every church will have a historian who will not 
only keep a record of the current activities of the church but will search out the past 
records of the church. 

For several years the society has sponsored a service at Rehoboth during the month of 
August. 

It is the plan of the Trustees to continue the work of building up the Library, as well as to 
make our resources more available. 


G. L. Glauner, Chair - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 2/, 1964 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 

Perhaps the most outstanding contribution has been the preparation of the book of 
biographies of the members of the Conference. 

Improvements continue to be made at Rehoboth Church. There are many problems in 
preserving such a historic shrine. 

Each summer a service is held on a Sunday afternoon with this year’s service being held 
on the first Sunday in August. While it was well attended , it is hoped that greater interest 
will be shown in the future. 

We continue to enlarge our facilities for research into Methodist History, especially as it 
pertains to West Virginia Methodism. Our most outstanding acquisition is a complete 
microfilm file of the Western Christian Advocate. 


G. L. Glauner, Chair - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 146, 1963 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 

A small conference devoted to Methodist History was held with much enthusiasm by 
those attending. Another such meeting will be held in the Methodist Room at the 
WVWC Library the first week of May that will deal with problems of writing a history of 
a local church. Dr. F. J. Hamm from the library of West Virginia University will lead the 
discussion. 

The Historical Society continues to sponsor Rehoboth Church and is keeping the building 
and grounds in good order. Many make the pilgrimage to this Shrine of American 
Methodism. 

The Historical Society also supervises the constantly growing library of Methodist 
materials. 


George L. Glauner, Chair - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page /33, 
1962 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

Much new material has been added such as books, pictures, records from local churches 
and other documents of a valuable nature. 

Many valuable documents deteriorate with age and in order that these may be preserved, 
we have made arrangements with West Virginia University to make microfilm copies of 
our records & papers. No charge is made for this service and in exchange, a copy is made 
for their archives. 

The care of the Rehoboth Church is the responsibility of the Trustees. 

The Historical Society will be sponsoring a day dedicated to the History of Methodism on 
May 1* with Dr. Ralph C. Brown delivering an address. 
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1960 


N 


1959 


No 


1958 


Historical Society members who have died during this year are Dr. Harvey W. Harmer, 
Dr. Frank White and Mr. French Smith. They all had great enthusiasm for the work of 
the Society. 

It is suggested that any gifts to the Society or requests for information be sent to Miss 
Helen Stockert, Librarian, of the West Virginia Wesleyan College Library. 


George L. Glauner, Chair - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 189, 
1961 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

The Society is glad to report that it is gradually accumulating a fine collection of letters, 
record books, and other original sources that will make our library one of importance in 
the field of Methodist History. 

There are many gaps which we would like to fill as time passes. Certain Methodist 
publications of an earlier date are desired. Journals, papers, and other items of the three 
branches of Methodism that united to form The Methodist Church are needed. 


Kenneth W. Plummer, Chair - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 
111, 1960 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

History, properly understood, is an exercise in self-understanding. It is, in Lincoln’s 
words, the attempt to discover from whence we have come and whither we are tending. 
Such a study of Methodism in West Virginia remains to be produced. 

Simply collecting and preserving is to be an antiquarian, not a historian. One must also 
interpret. So we conceive of our task as twofold: 


° We want to collect and deposit and preserve here in our library every item we can 
uncover which bears on our past and present. 
* We want to attempt to interpret this material so that we know from whence we 


came, who we are, and in what direction we appear to be moving. 
We hope from time to time we will be able to produce articles interpreting West Virginia 
Methodist History. A fine start has been made by J. A. Earl, Lawrence Sherwood, and 
Harvey Harmer. 
Eventually, we would hope to produce a definitive history of West Virginia Methodism. 
The 1960 General Conference designated the Rehoboth Church as a national Historical 
Shrine of American Methodism. (Melting Times, page 418). 


Chair not listed - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 119, 1959 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 

It is necessary for collected material to be catalogued & made available for reference use. 
For lack of funds nothing has been done this year for our Historical Room nor Old 
Rehoboth Church property. 


Chair not listed - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 109, 1958 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 

At the time of the construction of the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, the Trustees of West 
Virginia Wesleyan College promised to set apart a room on the first floor for the use of 
The Methodist Historical Society. When the library was constructed, a room 30x72 feet 
on the first floor of the library was given to and was taken possession of by this Society. 
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1955 


We appreciate the donated display cases and historical and interesting items therein. We 
believe there are many similar items of historic value and interest to be found in 
Methodist homes and churches. 

To make the room as usable as possible, it is necessary for the material to be catalogued 
and filed according to the proper library procedure. 


Members of The Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia listed (page 10, 1957 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 


Chair not listed - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 117, 1956 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 

In our report last year we proposed buying land adjoining Old Rehoboth Church and 
raising the top or “umbrella” covered roof over the church. This has been done with 
$3000 allowed by the conference in 1954 along with money given to the Society by 
friends. 

Up to date, quite a good many books, papers and other things of Methodist historical 
value have been given and placed in our historical room in the fireproof Annie Merner 
Pfeiffer Library on the West Virginia Wesleyan campus. 

Reverend J. Q. Geiger of Grantsville, West Virginia, presented the Society with a 
complete set of the Journals of the old Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South. 

We are very anxious to make Old Rehoboth Church a Methodist Shrine and when Bishop 
Wicke holds his Bishop’s Day at the old church this summer it is hoped that every 
Methodist Church will send someone to attend the service and make it a long to be 
remembered great and glorious occasion. 


Harvey W. Harmer, President of Trustees of Methodist Historical Society (page /03, 
1955 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

The Trustees of West Virginia Wesleyan College generously made a room assignment to 
the Methodist Historical Society for a permanent use of the first floor of a fine fireproof 
room 32x72 feet in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library building. 

If the room and its contents are to be of benefit to the Conference and the Church we 
must have rules and regulations for its use and someone competent to properly arrange 
and care for the very valuable historical matter therein. At this time the Society does not 
have the necessary money to do these things. 

The Old Rehoboth Church was built of logs in 1785 and is still standing about two miles 
southeast of Union. 

Old Rehoboth Church has two roofs over it , the first or under roof of clapboards over 
which is a tin roof lying close upon the under roof and extending beyond the church five 
feet on all four sides beyond the logs, much like an umbrella over it, cutting off the view 
of all above the door. The lot has always been used as a grave yard with fifty or sixty 
graves marked with stone or marble monuments. 

As requested by the Conference, at the Quarterly Conference of the Union Charge, the 
trustees of Old Rehoboth Church were directed to convey the Church lot to the Methodist 
Historical Society. 
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Mr. F. W. Walker, a civil engineer, was engaged to survey the lot preparatory to making 
the deed, but no deed for the old church could be found. Mr. Forrest Roles, an attorney in 
Union, was requested to examine the title to the adjoining lands in order to give the 
boundary lines of the Church lot, which he did. He found calls in two deeds for corners 
to the Church lot, but no courses or distances were given, so Mr. Walker reported he 
could not make a survey of the five acres or go beyond the very old fence around the 
Church. That showed only 1.77 acres and neither adjoining landowner was willing to give 
any of their land. Neither Mr. Walker nor Mr. Roles made any charge for their services. 
The Trustees of Old Rehoboth Church made a deed for the lot of 1.77 acres on the 30" 
day of August, 1954. 

The Trustees realized we could not make the old Church a Methodist shrine with 
practically no ground on which to park cars, and the two adjoining landowners would not 
let us make the five acres by taking any of their land, but Mr. Seders agreed to sell us as 
much of his land as we wanted. Therefore, in November we staked off what we thought 
we needed. It ran from State Route No. 219 to the Church. A survey was necessary but 
we were not able to get that done until about the first of April. The survey showed we 
had marked off four acres and 60 square rods for which a deed was made to the Society in 
April 1955 for which we agreed to pay $400.00. 

We planned to put a new metal roof over the Church to protect it from the weather and 
high enough to give a full view of the old church. Housby Brothers of Alderson 
submitted plans for such a roof, all to be of iron. They made no charge for their plans but 
the Trustees decided the cost was more than we have the money to pay for. 

We are building a new fence around the property, and we are hoping we can soon get 
some change in the roof so all the old Church can be seen, for many visitors will want to 
take its picture. We also hope to build a home for a caretaker. 


Trustees of the Methodist Historical Society (page 117-118, 1954 Official Journal and 

Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist Church). 

The Trustees of the Methodist Historical Society paid tribute to Harvey W. Harmer 

(without his consent) in honor of his 89" birthday (July 25, 1954): 

° Practiced law since 1892 

Elected to the West Virginia Legislature 60 years ago 

Elected to the West Virginia Senate 54 years ago 

Served as Mayor of Clarksburg 

His record in the Methodist Church stands out as one of the most notable of any 

individual in West Virginia. He began attending Conferences soon after West 

Virginia became a state. He was a delegate to the General Conference held in 

Baltimore in 1908, forty six years ago. 

° When his professional duties as an attorney or as a business man interferes with 
what he conceives to be his duties to the Methodist Church, he neglects his 
personal affairs and gives undivided attention to the business of the church which 
he loves. 

° As President of the Historical Society of the Methodist Church of West Virginia, 
he has given unstintedly of his time and efforts to the work of this organization. 

* For his work with the Society, for his work as a trustee for many years of West 
Virginia Wesleyan College, for his work with Methodism in general, we think he 
should be designated as MR. METHODIST OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
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Harvey W. Harmer, President - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 
128, 1953 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

Bishop James H. Straughn will be our speaker at the hour set on the Conference Program 
for the Methodist Historical Society. 

After the actions taken by the Conference last year relative to the Old Rehoboth Church 
and the Communion Table used by Bishop Asbury when administering the Holy 
Communion in the old church, we requested the District Superintendent of that district to 
have the Quarterly Conference of the Union charge, wherein the old church is located, 
take action on the matter of conveying the title to the Society, but we never received any 
reply to our request. 

The Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, located on the campus of West Virginia Wesleyan 
College, was dedicated on May 27, 1953. 


Harvey W. Harmer, President - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 
110, 1952 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

Up to this time your Society has made no attempt to collect papers, pamphlets and other 
things of Methodist historical value, due to the fact we had no place to safely keep such 
things, but now we do have (Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia Wesleyan 
College). 

We believe there is in the homes of the Methodists of this state many books, papers and 
various other things, including the table used by Bishop Asbury for Communion services 
when holding Conferences and other meetings in the Rehoboth Church, all of which are 
of great historic value, especially to Methodists, and which our Society should collect, 
before they are lost or destroyed, and store in our fireproof room at the college. 

A very prominent minister has called our attention to the fact that the grounds around the 
old Church are grown up with weeds, the fence is in bad repair, and the road leadng from 
the hard surfaced road, not far away, is in poor condition, and in general has a neglected 
appearance. It is a sacred spot and ought to be well cared for and made a mecca to which 
interested Methodists can journey and, in thought and purpose be lifted nearer to God. 
Therefore, we recommend the Conference request the Trustees of the Church to which 
Rehoboth belongs, to transfer the title and the care and attention, to the Methodist 
Historical Society, and that the old communion table be placed in the Society’s fireproof 
room at West Virginia Wesleyan College for safe keeping. 


Harvey W. Harmer, President - Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia (page 
105, 1951 Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church). 

To acquire historic things will require money to purchase them. We do not have money 
and the Conference should take some action to provide necessary funds. 

We trust that each member of the Conference will consider himself a special committee 
to look for and try to secure the possession of anything that has any historic value to the 
Methodist Church. 

For several years the Conference has adopted our request that both the District 
Superintendents and several pastors secure the writing of the history of churches of their 
districts, or individual circuits or stations, but little or no attention has been given to the 
matter. 
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Under the By-Laws of the Methodist Historical Society, the Conference each year elects 
three trustees for the term of four years. 


No report. Members of Historical Society listed (page 10, 1950 Official Journal and 
Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist Church. 


No report. Members of Historical Society listed on page 10 - 1949 Official Journal 
and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist Church. 


No report. Members of Historical Society listed on page 10 - 1948 Official Journal 
and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist Church. 


No report. Members of the Historical Society listed (page 9, 1947 Official Journal 
and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist Church ) 

The Journal was dedicated to Bishop James H. Straughn, Resident Bishop of the 
Pittsburgh Area 1940-1948. 

A photograph taken at the Conference communion service (page 3 of the Journal) shows 
the Communion Table from Old Rehoboth meeting house near Union, WV believed to 
have been used by Bishop Asbury in 1788. Those pictured were Mr. Plybon, Rev. John E. 
Hanifan, host pastor, Bishop Straughn and Harvey W. Harmer, chairman of the 
Conference Historical Society. Many other circuit riders used the table, and it is used by 
the present pastor of Union circuit, Reverend Frank Plybon. In 1939 the table was used 
by Bishop Adna W. Leonard in the Old Rehoboth log meeting house when several 
hundred people communed at a Unification Service. 


Harvey W. Harmer, President - Methodist Historical Society - (pages 93-94, 1946 
Official Journal and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church). 

The Methodist Historical Society organized under the Charter and By-Laws by the 
election of Harvey W. Harmer, President, Judge C. W. Ferguson, Vice-President, 
Reverend L. E. Bee, Secretary and Treasurer, and Honorable Phil Conley, Historian. 
Little has been done by the Society toward securing books, papers and other things of 
great historical value to the Methodist Church because the Society does not have any 
fireproof place in which to store such things with safety. We are assured, however, by the 
Trustees of West Virginia Wesleyan College that when they can secure the necessary 
building materials for the erection of a new Library, a suitable fireproof room will be set 
apart in it where things of historical value can be housed and where they can be seen and 
inspected by Methodists and other interested persons. 

The official Conference records of the former Methodist Episcopal Church, South, have 
been offered to the Society and arrangements are being made for the delivery and transfer 
of the records to West Virginia Wesleyan College for safekeeping. 

The 100" anniversary of the formation of the West virginia Conference of the former 
Methodist Episcopal Church will take place in 1948, and we recommend that the 
Centennial celebration be given a prominent place on the Conference Program for the 
1948 Session. 

We have requested our historian, Honorable Phil Conley, be designated to prepare and 
have published for sale and distribution a history of the Methodist Church in West 
Virginia, including its former branches, in time for the Centennial celebration. 
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1. 
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Report of Trustees of the Methodist Historical Society (page 85, 1945 Official Record 
and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The Methodist Church). 
Harvey W. Harmer was elected President of the Society at the seat of the Annual 
Conference. 

It was noted that Methodism in West Virginia is about as old as the Church and that two 
of the first Conferences were held within the present bounds of this Conference. 

There is to be here found papers, books and other articles of great historic value. 

Every Methodist preacher should constitute himself an agent of the Society to find these, 
and secure possession of them so they can be properly housed and preserved for all time 
by the Society and protected from fire on the campus of West Virginia Wesleyan College. 
A picture and biography of each of the Bishops, of either of the former Churches, born in 
West Virginia, should be secured for the Society; that every member of the Conference is 
requested to furnish the Historian with a brief sketch of his life and a history of each 
church on his charge or circuit. 


No Report - Trustees of the Historical Society listed (page 7, 1944 Official Record and 
Year Book of the West Virginia Annual conference of The Methodist Church.) 


No Report - Trustees of Historical Society listed (page 7, 1943 Official Record and 
Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist Church.) 


Harvey W. Harmer, President of West Virginia Methodist Historical Society (page 
97, 1942 Official Record and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Church) 

Recommended the Society be incorporated and authorized to receive gifts of books, 
money and other kinds of property and historic materials of various kinds. 
Recommended that the Conference appoint a Conference Historian and that O. D. 
Lambert be that Historian. 

Recommended that the Conference request the Board of Trustees of West Virginia 
Wesleyan college to provide a suitable fireproof room or place in which the Society may 
store and preserve such Methodist books, manuscripts, documents, relics and other things 
of historic value. 

Recommended that each District Superintendent appoint someone in each church or 
charge to write a history of that particular church or charge, and mail a copy to Dean O. 
D. Lambert before the next session of the Conference. 

Recommended that each District Superintendent secure a picture and biographic sketch of 
each and every pastor of his district and file the same with the Society during the year. 
Recommended that the Historical Society be given one hour on the Annual Conference 
Program. 


Committee on Formation of Historical Society listed (page 8, 1941 Official Record 
and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist Church.) 


Committee on Formation of Historical Society listed on page 12 (page 12, 1940 
Official Record and Year Book of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Church.) 
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1926 


ARCHIVE ND HISTORY REPORT — 1 2 RNAL 


Fourteenth Annual Report of The Conference on Methodist History 


(Pages 54-55, 1939 Official Record and Year Book of the West Virginia Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (93rd Annual Session), Methodist Episcopal Church, South (86th Annual 
Session), Methodist Protestant Church (85th Annual Session) and the West Virginia Conference of 
The Methodist Chiurch (1st Annual Session) 


1. The Story of West Virginia Methodism, with approximaely 200,000 members is an important chapter 
in American church history. 

2. Early Methodist Leaders of distinction are lised in this historical edition of church history 
in West Virgina. 


First Annual Report of the Committee on Methodist History of the West Virginia Conferene of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church 


(1926 Journal of The West Virginia Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
18th Session, held in Buckhannon, West Virginia, pages 331-334) 


“The recent organization of the Association of Methodist Historical Societies, the 
publication of the centennial anniversary number of the New York Christian Advocate 
and repeated West Virginia numbers of our own Pittsburgh Advocate, should be enough 
to start a renaissance as to historic values. These publications rescue many wholesome 
facts from oblivion in such special form as to insure their preservation The best time, 
however, to preserve history, is in the making.” 


“This Society had records of appointments from early minutes, 1773 to 1845” 
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Rehoboth Church - 1935 Photograph by Catherine Lowther 


“In December 1784, American Methodists broke their ties to England and formed the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. A few months earlier, a Methodist Society was formed in what is now Union, 
West Virginia by Methodist emigrants from the east. For its first two years, the Society met in a 
school house. As more settlers came West, the Society grew, and traveling preachers included it on 
their regular circuits. 


In 1786, Edward Keenan, a Roman Catholic sympathetic to the Methodists, gave the Society a plot 
of land for a church. He also wrote Francis Asbury requesting a preacher for the Society. 


Rehoboth Church was built on Keenan’s donated land. A log structure, it had a gallery and mea- 
sured about |2 by 29 feet; as small as it was, it was larger than the homes where the settlers had 
been meeting. 


It is reported that Francis Asbury dedicated the new church upon its completion in 1786. Two 
years later, on July 5-6, 1788, he ordained John Smith as a deacon in Rehoboth Church. It was the 
first Methodist ordination west of the Alleghenies. Smith was the first circuit rider assigned to the 
territory, and Rehoboth was the heart of his circuit. 


Asbury’s journal indicated he conducted three conferences at Rehoboth Church (1792, 1793, 
1796). He preached in the church in 1790 and 1797, as well.” 


(Copied from Web site of the General Commission on Archives and History of The United Methodist Church) 
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ARCHIVES & HISTORY TRUST 
September 12, 2015 
Memo to Commission from Ginnie: 


During a recent visit with Jeff Taylor at the Foundation office, | received answers to our 
questions about funds in the Archives and History Trust. 


Here is a list of Founding Mothers/Fathers whose gifts established the trust. See back of this 
page for a sample letter sent to each of them in 1989 from United Methodist Charities. 


Page two has a summary from the Foundation including date Trust was established, provision 
for withdrawing funds, confirmation that only income is available to the Commission and balance 
of the Trust as of June 30, 2015 


FOUNDING MOTHERS/FATHERS 


Ten similar letters, acknowledging gifts to the new Archive & History Trust, 
were mailed on June 15, 1989 
from Samuel B. Sink, president of United Methodist Charities, 
to the following Founding Mothers/Fathers, indicating that gifts to that date 
totaled $750.00 towards the goal of $1,000.00 required to create the Trust. 


Carl and Dayle Burrows Mt. Hope 

Gladys V. Byers Ravenswood 
Anna Marie Dawson Parkersburg 
Gayle Fultz South Charleston 
Katherine Hanko Morgantown 
Hazel Jervis Peterstown 
Gladys D. Norris Salem 

L. Curtis Savile Buckhannon 
Lawrence and Hazel Sherwood Lewisburg 
Waunita Trickett Morgantown 


On July 31, 1989, an additional gift acknowledgement letter was sent to Margaret R. Coleman of 
White Sulphur Springs, indicating that gifts to the Trust then amounted to $920.00 


See reverse side of this page for sample letter sent to donors. 
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ARCHIVES & HISTORY TRUST 
September 12, 2015 


Memo to Commission from Ginnie: 


During a recent visit with Jeff Taylor at the Foundation office, | received answers to our 
questions about funds in the Archives and History Trust. 


Here is a list of Founding Mothers/Fathers whose gifts established the trust. See back of this 
page for a sample letter sent to each of them in 1989 from United Methodist Charities. 


Page two has a summary from the Foundation including date Trust was established, provision 
for withdrawing funds, confirmation that only income is available to the Commission and balance 
of the Trust as of June 30, 2015 


FOUNDING MOTHERS/FATHERS 


Ten similar letters, acknowledging gifts to the new Archive & History Trust, 
were mailed on June 15, 1989 
from Samuel B. Sink, president of United Methodist Charities, 
to the following Founding Mothers/Fathers, indicating that gifts to that date 
totaled $750.00 towards the goal of $1,000.00 required to create the Trust. 


Carl and Dayle Burrows Mt. Hope 

Gladys V. Byers Ravenswood 
Anna Marie Dawson Parkersburg 
Gayle Fultz South Charleston 
Katherine Hanko Morgantown 
Hazel Jervis Peterstown 
Gladys D. Norris Salem 

L. Curtis Savile Buckhannon 
Lawrence and Hazel Sherwood Lewisburg 
Waunita Trickett Morgantown 


On July 31, 1989, an additional gift acknowledgement letter was sent to Margaret R. Coleman of 
White Sulphur Springs, indicating that gifts to the Trust then amounted to $920.00 


See reverse side of this page for sample letter sent to donors. 
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United Methodist Charities 


of West Virginia, Inc. 
P.O. BOX 3811 
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25338 
(304) 342-2113 


July 31, 1989 


Ms. Margaret R. Coleman 
30 Church Street 
White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986-2520 


Dear Ms. Coleman: 


Permanent Trust Funds can assure the future of an 
Institution. The creation of the Archives and History Trust can 
be compared to the savings, insurance, pension funds, etc., that 
a family provides for the future. 


As interested persons give to the trust, it will grow and 
some day be able to make a meaningful annual payment to support 
the on-going program of the Institution. 


Thank you for "a founding mother" gift in creating the 
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY TRUST. With the receipt of your gift, the 


fund now amounts to $920.00. It would appear that the goal of 
$1,000.00 to create the trust will soon be a reality. 


Gratefugly yours, 


ee 


Samuel B. Sink 


SBS/ jb 
XC: Rev. Carl E. Burrows 
Encl. 


Member 


National Planned Giving Association” 
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PROGRESS REPORT PREPARED BY BRETT FOR COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES AND HISTORY MEETING - APRIL 23, 2016 


Closed Churches 
Discontinued, Sold, Recommended Closing (1943-2015) 


... Attached is spreadsheet P've been working on for the past three years or so of closed, discontinued, abandoned, and merged 
churches, It is still a work in progress. Gary most recently took us all the way back in the list in the EUB, at least based on what 
Journals we have (to 1869, though there are gaps). I still need to do some work prior to 1941 to flesh out ME, MES, and MP 
churches that closed, combined, or changed names in the 1939 merger. Eventually, my hope is to mount this spreadsheet on the 
conference archives website as a resource for researchers. 


Note also, the list may have some duplicate entries before the early 1990s. When my intern a few years ago was typing the list, 
he missed a number of churches that were sold in a later year than when they were discontinued/declared abandoned. Also, I 
decided later on to add in a column to indicate the county where the church is located, if known. I am only back to the early 
1990s with that process of adding counties and checking the list for duplicates. Eventually, I will work my way back and try to 
make sure that every church that is abandoned and then was sold later is listed in one entry, rather than in two lines. Also, this 
list now takes into account the list of sold properties that I received from Cliff Schell who keeps records of this information for 
the Conference Trustees. We are working together very closely to make sure this information stays up-to-date, as it is a very 
valuable resource for both us and for the conference trustees. 
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pg. 162 2015 joumal 
pg. 162 2015 joumo 2016 Jo 


+ 
—t 


Per trustee agent - Sold 10 Rebecca Chopel 
Church - Rock Creek for $800.00 in December 
2015 


| 
pg. 163 2015 | |2015 December 
pg. 163 2015 journa 


pg. 163 2015 joumnal 


= 


pg. 163 2015 journal 


Conveyed by quitclaim deed from the WVAC 
Board of Trustees to Doyle Fincham (March 31 


: 147 2014 journal | 


2018) 


147 2014 journal | 


147 2014 journal __'pg. 342.2015 journal 


1g. 147 2014 journal 


Mullins /Besoco [or Beseco} 


Pews ond furnishings given to Eureka and 
|Frometown UMCs; remaining profits from 
{vies arene Beta es Cine LA 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Myma F. Morgan 


__{pg- 147 2014 fournal_ipg. 342 2015 journal 


fee $3,000.00 in October-November 2014 


Palepmeenr ey aan 


for $15,000.00 in September 2014 


2015 


|pg- 144 2013 journal 


Pageton 


pg. 145 2013 jounal 
|pg. 141 2012 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Bethel Church for 
$4,500.00 in March 2014 


{Journals ond trustee agent disagree on church 
jecse'speling 


pg. 145 2013 joumal 


Per trustee agent - no interest in property; 
Property not held in trust; 

To be sold; Per 2013 journal - $4000 to 
Southern District for church renewal in 
Princeton area, $6001 given to Annval 
Conference trustees; Sold to Kegley Praise 
ond Worship Center (no date given; per 
trustee agent}; Per 2014 joumal - Sold for 


lpg. 145 2013 joumal | 2012 November 


\pg. 303 2014 journal 
145 2013 journal _|pg. 342 2015 journal 


Ready for deed - sold to High Knob Church 
(no date; per trustee agent}; pg. 342 2015 
Journal - Sold for $4,500.00 in April 2014; 
pg. 303 2014 journal - sold for $4,500.00 in 
[September 2013 


“pg. 145 2013 journal 
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. 141 2012 


. 141 2012 317 2013 


141 2012 journal _ pg. 317 2013 


jpec keribe'oniert = Sok So Richens Ls Cale for 
| $1,500.00 in October 2014 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Rose McCartney 
| for $2,000.00 in 2013 

Per trustee agent - Sold to Ricky W. and 
Angela R. Herron for $2,500.00 in January 
12013 


2012 March 


|Per trustee agent - Sold to April Bego and 
Tony Bego, Jr. for $202,900.00 in March 


(2012 
— 


| 
Per trustee agent - Sold to Mintha Kidwell & 
Julia Dillon for $50,000.00 in April 2012 


|2012 April 


‘Per trustee agent - Sold to Bonnie 8. Curry for 
{$1,500.00 in June-August 2014 


|pg. 135 2011 journal tog. 342 2015 journa' 
| 


|pg. 1352011 journal _|pg. 342 2015 journal 


|Per trustee agent - Sold to Pride Community 
| Services for $3,500.00 in June-July 2014 


pg. 303 2014 journal 
_|pg. 135 2011 journal _ | pg. 317 2013 journal 


| 


pg. 135 2011 journal - 50% of proceeds lest 
\costs will be directed to the MonValley District 
| Parsonage Fund; Per trustee agent - Sold to 
Charles W. and Michelle L. Malone for 


$15,000.00 in J 2013 ° 
Sole pending to Charles W. and Michelle L. 
Malone; pg. 303 2014 journal - sold for 


| $20,000.00 in September 2013 


lan _ {2013 Jonvary 


Sold to TITUS Ministries for $15,000.00 in July, 
2012; 2011 Journal - Proceeds less costs to 
|be given to the Brandonville Charge 
|Parsonage Fund for capital improvements 


136 2011 journal _ |pg. 317 2013 journal 
i 
. 136 2011 joumal | pg. 342 2015 journal 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Kevin Britton for 
| $20,000.00 in August-September 2014 


| 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Cross Independent 
Church for $7,000.00 in October 2011 


pg. 136 2011 foumal _|2011 October 


. 136 201} journal _|2011 August 


pace Ro pg. 136 2011 joumal _| pg. 317 2013 journal 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Total Deliverance 
Ministries for $1,000.00 in August 2011 


. 136 2011 pg. 303 2014 journal 


[Sold for $2,500.00 in April 2013 


136 2011 [n.d] 


Per trustee agent - reverted to heirs [n.d.] 


2011 journal - reverted to heirs per original 

deed; 2013 journal and trustee agent - church 

and parsonage sold to Salt Rock Community 
pril 2012 


pg. 128 2010 jo 


+— 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Spruce Grove 
Community Church for $17,000.00 in 
September 2011; 2010 journal: “all personal 
property ond real estate except the picnic 
tables become property of the Annual 
Conference Trustees who are asked to sell the 
\real property to the cometery association for 
@ reasonable price with the understanding that 
the building is not to be used as o regular 
place of worship or other gatherings for any 
| church of congregation” 


| 
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303 2014 jo 


pg. 342 2015 jou 


pg. 317 2013 jou 


Per trustee agent ~ Sed @ Paar bale 
Community Church for $4,000.00 in April 
2012 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Creston Church for 
$10,000.00 in June 2011 

Per trustee agent - Sold to Mt. Olive Church 
for $4,500.00 in November 2011 


|. 129 2010 2011 November 


125 2009 journal | 2011 Janvory 


Per trustee agent - Property deeded to 
Highland Park Cemetery Association for 
$700.00 in Jonvory 2011 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Strange Creek 
Church for $25,000.00 in May 2010 


{Per trustee agent - Sold to Trinity Independent 


Church for $35,000.00 in December 2009 _ 
\nccaainen meet Sen Sold to Upper Ohio Valley 
Baptist Association for $35,000.00 in 
November 2009 


Per trustee agent - conveyed to Lake Ford 
Cemetery Association _ 


x juliana aa 


~ [Pernice agent: Sold to Gregory Terry & 
Stephanie Laura Yates for $3,000.00 in 
December 2012 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Katheryn Shannon 
for $1,200.00 in September-October 2013 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Smailes Cemetery 
Association for $2,500.00 in December 2008 


. 134 2008 journal | 2011 


Connie Toppings for $1,000.00 in August 


[inept $2000 Aue 
2011 


134 2008 journal 


. 135 2008 U 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Drift Run Church 
for $25,000.00 in May 2009 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Peniel Community 
Church for $8,000.00 in December 2010 


lpg. 134-2008 java |2010 December ; 
— 


304 2009 journal | 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Red Ook Grove 
Church for $10,000.00 in October 2008 


303 2014 joumal 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Ronald and 
Marsha Roberts for $1,800.00 in December 
{2013 


ie 135 2008 U 


135 2008 jo 
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} |2008 journal - Remoinder of funds to be 
| | distributed: 1/4 to Connections United 
| Methodist Church, Teays Valley toward the 
| purchase of necessory land and construction; 
|1/4 to Asbury UMC, Charleston for capital 
expenses; 1/2 to St. Johns UMC, South 

Charleston for capital expenses. Parsonage 


‘and land given to St Johns UMC, South 
| Charleston; Per trustee agent - Sold to Capitol 
City Baptist Church for $300,000.00 in 
77_|Midland South _Konowha |Asbury-Dartington-St. Johns Darlington pg. 135 2008 \pg. 287 2010 af January 2009 


12008 journal - church declared discontinued 
| effective June 7, 2008; 2009 journal - 
“through negotiation with the District 
Superintendent and the congregation, this 
church was restored as o United Methodist 


Midland South Braxton | A [Upper Steith pg. 135 2008 joumal__| pg. 304 2009 journal durch.” 
1 “ht Per trustee agent - Sold to Burlington United 
| Methodist Family Services, Inc. for $1,000.00 
Mon Volley _—_—| Marion [Farmington idomay [Ida May] pg. 135 2008 joumal pg. 287 2010 journal \in April 2009 a 


Per trustee agent - Sold to James Poul Eddy 
‘Mon Valle “Marion Rivesville Marvin Chap pg. 135 2008 journal _ pg. 304 2009 journal for $2,500.00 in December 2008 

All real property, including church building, 
furnishings, cemetery, and all other land is to 
be deeded to the Zion Community Cemetery 


i] | Per trustee agent - Sold to Kenneth & Jennifer 
Wesleyon _| Gilmer Glenville Ellis Grove 136 2008 journal _| pg. 317 2013 journal A. Peters for $1,500.00 in January 2013 


A Per trustee agent - Sold to Ellis & Debro Lee 
Wesleyan - |Borbour 4 Mt. Calvary 136 2008 journo! | 2010 November for $1,000.00 in November 2010 
| “Thr Per trustee agent - Sold to Mt. Liberty Church 
Wesleyan \Gilmer |Glenville United Methodist Ministries Mt. Liberty | ||pg. 136 2008 journal _|2010 June lh |for $1,000.00 in June 2010 * afl 
T rT 2008 journal - Ail real property, including 
| church building, furnishings, cemetery, and all 
other land Is to be deeded to the Pleasant 
Wesleyan Upshur Volga Mt.Pleasont pg. 136 2008 journal y View Cemetery Association 
| | Trustee agent and journal disagree on spelling 
87 |Little Konowho |Roane [Spencer ‘Egypt [Egypt Chapel] ). 136 2007 journal | __ of church nome 


Sold to Belfont Simpson Church near Belfont, 


‘Community Association, inc. for $1,000.00 in 
(March 2011 


Sold to Russell J, Keesecker of Deanville, WY 
|For $1,500.00 in October 2007 
Sold to Union Chapel Community Church near 
Lesage, WV for $3,000.00 in November 


| 2007 - 

Sold to Brooks Hill Cemetery Association in 

October 2007 for $500.00 

|Completion of o five-year lease with Big 

| Chief Drilling and Production Company, Inc.; 

ie | | possibly the same property os Roanoke UMC 
‘esleyan Lewis panos 1982 _1P9- 299 2007 journal [sold in 1982 (#) 

| Sold to Taylor's Drain Cemetery Association, 

Inc. in October 2006 for $500.00 
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} Sold to William |, & Betty Blanchfield, Jr. of 
a pg. 300 2007 journal Yorktown, VA in December 2006 for $500.00 

Per trustee agent - Sold to High Country 
Garden Club of Corliss, WY for $500.00 in 

pg. 133 2006 joumal pg. 293 2008 journal | __|November 2007 
[Per truitee agent - Sold to Glade View 

|Community Church for $7,500.00 in November! 
. 133 2006 {2006 
Per trustee agent - Sold to Boggs Walnut 
Grove Communuty Church for $5,000.00 in 


{pe 133 2006 je a pg $6,500.00 in September 2007 
Per trustee agent - Sold to Ronald & Theresa 
pg. 133 2006 joumal ES _|Honshow for $2,500.00 in Morch 2011 ’ 
Per trustee agent - Sold to Ronald & Theresa 
= Ogdin [Original Property) Honshaw for $750.00 in May 20100 


pg. 134 2006 journal - "the congregation wos 
9 part of a union congegotion with o Baptist 


Church. The property is owned by the Baptist 
i . 134 2006 journal | 2006 Church.” 


T Sold to Deepwater Church of Living Water at 


} |eepwater, WV for $11,000.00 in November 
|. 134 2006 journal 300 2007 U |2006 


Church property merged with St, Paul's, Nitro 


|. 134 2006 journal 300 2007 


|pg. 134 2006 journal _|pg. 293 2008 journal | 


Pleasant Valley Mt. Hope _|pg. 134 2006 joumal _| pg. 287 2010 journal 
Per trustee agent - Property conveyed to 


_Coalwood-Roderfield Mt. Zion and Mt. Zion Community Building pg. 134 2006 journal | 2011 |Alawest, Inc. in February 2011 
| eed so tin Gouge? Conmeny Aemadiodion fe 
_{Mingo Cowger 135 2006 joumal aie __|$500.00 in August 2006 


cone 


Sold to Engle Chapel Church for $33,000.00 
______|tngte Chopet |p9- 131 2005 journal :09:202 2008 lee paca 


Sold to Good Samaritan Church for 

| $122,000.00 in September 2005; per trustee 
agent - church closed in 2005, no joumal 
Good Somaritan _{record 


| Sold to Charles F, Shohon and Nancy Shaffer 
{Hagan [UMC Property] _ pg. 302 2006 journal for $1,000.00 in November 2005 


i| Sold to Russell Cemetery Association for 
[Craigsville [Chestnut Flats [Chestnut Flat] ji 190 208 jason pg. 302 2006 journal | $500.00 in June 2005 
im 2013 journol and trustee agent disagree on 
spelling; Per trustee agent - Sold to Gerald L. 
| Griffin & Margaret G. Reeves for $1,500.00 


_| Chesterville [Rosehill [or Rose Hilf?] pg. 130 2005 journal ee 2013 journal _|in Noyeenber 2012 


| Sold to Zion Assembly Church of God for 

| $6,500.00 in September 2005; per trustee 
| ‘agent, church closed in 2005, but no journal 
pg. 302 2006 journc record of closure (possibly Little Bingamont) 
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Sold to Judith Benevy of Springfield, WV for 
Mt. Olive pg. 131 2005 journal - 293 2008 journal $2,500.00 in June 2007 

pg. 131 2005 journal - "Since the deed 
contains a reversionary clause and the 
buldlign is shored by several denominations, 
the property reverts to the remaining 
denominations.” 


Per trustee agent - property reverted [n.d.] 
Per trustee agent - Sold to Rankin Nicholas for’ 
pg. 317 2013 journal $2,000.00 in September 2012 

Per trustee agent - Sold to David K. Utter for 
317 2013 journal _|$2,000.00 in June 2013 


2005 journal - “Pisgah United Methodist 
Church deeded their interest in the porsonage 
for the Palestine United Methodist Church, 
which has been abandonded, to the Trustees 
of the WV Annual Conference. There wos no 
cost involved. The transaction was completed 
in August 2004." 


_|Per trustee agent - reverted to Doyle family _ 
Per trustee ogent - Sold to Otter Branch 
aa ade deggie 


2003 


at 


|pg. 133 2004 journal | 2003 November 


August 2005; per trustee agent, sale took 
August 2004 
Sold to Robert A. Rowand and Christine E. 


133 2004 joumal__! pg. 302 2006 journal 
Pears  opnaens Fishbeck for $7,500.00 in August 2006 


& 


| | ‘Sold to James Blaine Haddix for $1,000.00 in 
a 


| Sold to Summers Cemetery Association for 
pg. 133 2004 journal _ pg. 302 2006 journal $1,500.00 in Janvary 2005 


Sold to Karen S. and Walter J. Hucko for 
$2,500.00 in July 2012 _ 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Gregory Edwards 

Leasing, Inc. for $62,000.00 in July 2010 

Sold to Green Spring Park Associction for 

$5,000.000 in November 2004 = 

Sold to Welch Church of God for $1,000.00 
Hylton [Hylton-Superior, Hilton) in October 2004 

ul Sold to Fincham Chapel Church ond Cemetery 

Association of Mill Creek for $1,000.00 in 

Fincham ‘ October 2004 

[eat ene abet = Sa Sonor Eee te 

| Shackleford for $30,000.00 in September 

303 2014 {2013 

| 2004 journal - “This property...gave a right- 

of-way to WV Verizon for the purpose of 

burying cables for phones and communications 

systems at the Center, Verizon paid 

$2,442.25 for the right-of-way. This 

transaction was completed in December of 


—— 


— ff 1p¢: 277 2004 journal | = 2003." ee i 
Sold to Avon Church Trustees for $3,500.00 in 
lpg. 129 2003 journal __pg. 277 2004 journal Febroury 2003 


| 
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|Powellton-Beard' 's Fork 


pg. 129 2003 


journal pg. 300 2007 jou 


\pg. 129 2003 


Neighbert Memoria!-Holden 


_|Bingormon 


pg. 129 2003 


129 2003 


. 130 2003 


pg. 130 2003 


ee 


Sg a 


306 2005 


sent is bhahe proper 
coal company property 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Aaron Mcrobie for 
$1,500.00 in October 2013 


Sold to Pifer Mountain Church and Cemetery 
Association for $2,500.00 in Janwary 2004 


mal 


Sold to Gilbert Nicely for $4,000.00 in 


ar 
| Center For $10,000.00 in December 2003 
; 


Sold to James K. Bayliss Sr. and Irene J. 


|[Boyliss for $2,500.00 in December 2002 


Sold to James and Kathryn Sheppard for 
$22,500.00 in September 2002 
Sold to Lester and Evelyn Hanshew for 


. 115 2002 


. 115 2002 


. 115 2002 


|pg. 115 2002 Jounal _|2002 


114 2002 joumal 422201 2008 jomod | 
“|pe. 1142002 ounol | 


$7,500.00 in November 2003 
Sold to Big Run Independent E.U.B8. Church for 
$2,000.00 in September 2002 


| pg. 302 2006 journal 


- 


Sold to Lewis and Debro Ruble for 
| $18,000.00 in March 2005 


| 
2002 


. 115 2002 . 301 2003 journal 


Sold to Missionary Baptist Church of Bomont 
for $9,956.00 in November 2002 

|Per trustee agent - reverted to Community 
_{ Church; no interest in property 


journal 2002 


TPer trustee agent - reverted to fomily 


|Per trustee agent - ~ merged into Bethel UMC; 
[no journal record of merger found 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Old German 
Community Church for $34,000.00 in June 


$86,992.82 in September 2002 _ 


Smoot 
Hinton Circuit 


Mt. Zion 


ipg. 109 2001 
pg. 110 2001 


i 110 2001 1 
109 299 ort 007 


Sold to James and Tamara Quillen for 
$7,000.00 in April 2001 


Conveyed to Heart and Hands House 


Tpg. 109 2001 journal 


109 2001 


109 2001 


g. 109 2001 


———— 
301 2003 journal 


Journal 


Sold to Barbara Zickefoose for $1,500.00 in 
Oy i air Be 


Sold to Vinsen and Evelyn Post for $1,000.00 
in November 2002 
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Sold to Zions Hill Cemetery Association for 
$1,000.00 in May 2003; 2004 journal 
incorrectly lists the church as simply Zion UMC 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Sunrise Community 
Church for $22,000.00 in April 2001 


Sold to Family of God Free Will Baptist 
Church for $35,000.00 in January 2002. 
Proceeds to be placed with the United 

} Methodist Foundation of WV for Scholarshps. 
$15,000.00 initial payment ond 54 monthly 
Wesleyan Harrison _Liberty ___|Stewort Chapel cer pg. 301 2003 journal instaliments ot 5.5% until completed 


2001 journal - Property to be conveyed 
the Pleasant Grove Cemetery Association, for 
‘the cost of conveyance, as soon as that 


Sold to Glen Easton Community Church for 


| Harrison Salem Blended Ministry [Pleasant Grove : _|pq. 109 2001 journal | 2001 __|association is formed 


\pg. 233 2001 joumal | | $500.00 in December 2000 


Sold to Gina L. Breckenridge and Mork D. 
244 2002 journal Breckenridge for $1,000.00 in Jonuary 2001 
Sold to Refuge Baptist Church for $10,000.00 
in March 2001 

Sold to Russell G. Synder for $1,000.00 in 
Little Kanowha Win Wirt Creston __|pg- 117 2000 journal _\pg. 244 2002 journal Janvary 2001 


| 2000 journal - “it is recommended that the 
} | | |property be deeded to the Stony Point 
} | | Cemetery Association complete with 

i 


|furnishings, to be used os o cemetery chapel 
|Roone Reedy Stony Point _pg. 118 2000 journal | 2000# ‘and community building 6/11/00" 


— = —— 


| pg. 305 2009 journal - Craig's Chapel is 
listed as a church “in some stage of completing 
legol and other requirements” for sale. Per 
trustee agent - church is listed, but with no 

| details of sale; Journal and trustee agent 


Northen Be ‘Laurel Point _ Craig's Chopel [Craig Chapel} pg. 118 2000 journal _| | disagree on spelling of name 


| 
| Sold to Believer's Mennonite Fellowship of 
|Petersburg, WV for $10,000.00 in May 2001 


Reverted to the United States Stee! 


[McDowell Gary rs lle —{P9: 118 2000 jownot lpg. 244 2002 owen Coropration in April 2001 


| 
Potomac Highlands |Grant - oe Marvin Chapel |p. 118 2000 joret 1pg- 245.2002 journal 


lescasakachdiedenandaimies 
|Roleigh Glen Doniel - — _ |pg. 117 2000 journal | pg. 245 2002 journal Perdue for $3,500.00 in October 2001 


Souther 

Southem :. 
} Sold to Marvin Moore for $850.00 in 

Southem s [McDowell (Carswell __|pg- 118 2000 journal | pg. 228 2000 journal 

Southern 


Bethe! {2000 |pg. 245 2002 _}2001 
| |Sold to Joseph Lynn Barcus; proceeds to Heart 


Mon Valley ‘Barbour 4 } Heort ond Hands Thrift Store 2000 October and Hands 
mi , ae ee A = moat 


T(NOT the same church os Jenkinjones UMC in 
|Jenkinjones, WV - McDowell County); 
| [Property reverted to the Pocahontas Land 


Mercer pg. 227 2000 journal | Corporation in June 1999 


| 
| Sold to Cooper Independent Church, near 
| Milton, WY for $2,500.00 in October 2001 


4 


pg. 117.1999 joumal _ pg. 245 2002 journal _ pg. 117_1999 journal 
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Sold to Lawrence Chapel Church near Milton, 
g. 117 1999 journal WY for $6,500.00 in October 2001 - 


Trust in June 1999 

|Sold to the White Rock Community Church in 
pg. 117 1999 journal November 1999 
g oun Sold to Robert Jarrell in November 1999 

Sold to Boll Chapel Community Church for 
g. 117 1999 journal $46,891.00 in January 2001 


Sold to Rec Life Christion Ceotor Gurch for 


See cbse 2006 journal pg: S02 (Ua Mor 
2000 sale of the church was not listed in the 
journal until 2004); sold to Beartown 

_| Memorial Church Trustees 


[Sold to Ronald L. Hall and R. Kevin Hall 


|Property reverted to the Berwind Land 
|Company as provided in the deed 
Reverted to Pocahontas Land Corporation in 
June 1999 


Reversion clause to the Pocahontas Land 
|Company acknowledged in 2000 journal pg. 
227 - as long as the property was in use by 
the Jesus Care Center of the Bluewell- 

| Keystone Parish, the requirements of the deed 
are met and reversion is not required; 2002 

| journal - Sold to The Walk By Faith Holiness 


|Maybeury 116 1998 jounal pg. 244 2002 journal _ Church for $2,000.00 in Janvary 2001 
__|West Union 15 (ozs met pe. 722 1997 el 115 1998 journal | 
| pg- 115 1998 journal _ pg. 222 1999 jo 115 1998 ! 

Volley Ridge pg. 116 1998 journc 221 1999 journal _| pg. 116 1998 journal 

Amma pg. 116 1998 journc g- 300 2007 journal _| pg. 116 1998 journal — 


pg 
iB Junction [p9. 116 1998 journal pg 222 1999 journal _| pg. 116 1998 journal 
t= = = a 
pg 
Pg 


Brown's Creek | 
Fairview 
TTumer Chap ee eS ound 

Harry Hosier Memorial pg-111 1997 journal | pg. 111 1997 journal 
PleasantGrove ig 111 1997 Journal | pe ene ame 111.1997 joumal 
Wonless pg. 111 1997 fo 220 1998 jo 111.1997 journa 


. 111 1997 joumal | pg. 221 1999 journal 
. 111 1997 journal _|pg. 220 1998 joumal a 111 1997 


Sate . 1111997 Jo g- 220 1998 jo 111.1997 jo 


g. 236 1997 jo 


Metz 
Stewart 


114 1996 jo me 


———— g. 114 1996 jo 


PY 
Py 
PY 
PY 
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Ps 


PE 


Ps 


g. 143 1994 jo 


pg 
pg 
pg 
pg 


g- 126 1991 jo 
pg. 126 1991 jou 


ete 


- 302 1993 journal 


Pg. 307 1994 journal - conveyed 10 Block's 
Chapel Cemetery inc., for $500.00 in 
September 1993; pg. 305 2009 journal - 
Blacks Chapel is listed as o church “in some 
stage of completing legal and other 

quirements” for sale 


302 1993 


_Sturgisson/Mellon . 128 1992 journal — 
Newton-Wallback 128 1992 journal _|pg. 302 1993 journal 
} ° q 


. 128 1992 journa 


fe ee ol 
a4! Sosee 
|p9- 128 1992 journal __|pg. 302 1993 journc 
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—S——. 
pg ouma pg. 302 1993 journo 
pg. 1151989 joumal |pg.3021993joumal | 
‘pg: 116 1989 joumal |pg.3021990joumal | 


pg. 115 1989 joumal _|pg. 273 1991 joumal 


pg 


‘pg. 302 1990 fo 


pg. 276 1989 jou 


Beech Run po. 123 1988 journal |pg ournal 
[etn 1p 123, 1968 journal Ip 301 1993 Joona 
[toron Chapel |p. 123-1988 journal —|pg. 302 1990 foun 
Jocsonville «sig. 123 1988 journal | 
[Sting 294 1988 Journ 
[Clinton Tg. 294 1988 journal 
Marteny Chopel 


D9. 294 1988 journal 
pg. 294 1988 journal 


pg. 295 1988 journal 
pg. 295 1988 journa 
| Tp. 295 1988 Journ 
pg. 113 1987 journal |p ournal 
pp. 112 1987 Jounal |pg.271 1992 journal 


Bartram Chapel = 112 1987 Journal pg. 276 1989 Journc 


Per trustee agent - Deed restriction released 
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i 


pg. 116 1986 joumal _ pg sie 
|P9- 117 1986 journal _|pg. 250 1987 journal | 


: : 1 
g. 116 1986 journc pg. 250 1987 journal 
g- 116 1986 journc pg. 250 1987 journal 

j 


ale fe fs feel le feele| | 


re 


°F 9 cura 
[Wetley Ghopel__ |p. 90 1984 journal |p. 294 1988 journal 
Po. o al pg 
pg. 91 1984 journal | pg 


pg. 91 1984 journal |pg 
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IS jo Ole le le le 


pg. 214 1984 jo 


pg. 215 1984 jo 
pg. 215 1984 jo 


Pg =e 
pg. 215 1984 journal 


fweko pg 961983 Journal 


pg. 249 1987 jo 


pg. 


pg. 223 1983 journo 
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PS 


pg. 88 1982 journal 


i 


2 
i 


i aos pg. 87 1981 journa DG 
=9 Pg ournal pg 


Pg ournal 
pg. 261 1981 journal 
pg ouma 


pg. 217 1980 journa 


pg. 218 1980 journa 
pg. 218 1980 journa 
pg. 218 1980 journo 


[Fog 2191980 joorat 
pg ourna pg es 
pg. 227 1979 Jounal | 


9.781979 Jounal pg 
g. 78 1979 journal pg 


ps 


OZ| - Spucoey SAIUDIY 


(pg. 218 1980 journal 


fs 
pg. 218 1980 journal 


il 


ve }e Fe Salle] e le ele els elelelelslelefele| | 


62] 
Ez 
| 564 | Beck! 
rsés] 
rs67] 
ses] 
570] 
F573] 
rs7a] 
rs73] 
P74] 


BEES 99599009939 009958 
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sold to Thomas C. Bethune in October 1999 


4 Charge not listed in 1978 ond 1979 ournals 


Former EUB church - chorge name listed pg. 
82 - 1969 journal _ 


pg. 249 1975 journal 
pg. 227 1978 journo 


Pg. 249 1975 journal 


pg. 227 1978 journal 82 - 1969 journal 
pg. 227 1978 jouma i 


pg. 228 1978 journal t 
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Per trustee agent - Sold to Randy Lee Horsh 


hl pg ° . 
a bagi for $600.00 in June-September 2014 
Chap pg ourna 
? : POU a a (ae: aia aa 
Pg. 207 1976 journal 
Pg ovo pg. 342 2015 journal 


Per trustee agent - Sold to Miles S. Ball and 
Walnut Grove pg. 78 1976 journa onva Donna E. Ball for $600.00 in January 2016 
ps0 Dg oumal —|pg.271 1992 joumal | 


| 


| 
: 


Gould 
lowGop pg 76 1976 journc 


pg. 78 1976 journal 
pg. 78 1976 journc 
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pg. 249 1975 journal 
pg ournal 


| Conference trustee lists the church as closing in 
|1971 (Cathoun County#]; Sold 10 Momoka 


{Bums for $600.00 in Apr 1999 


— 
| 
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pg. 431 1962 journal 


pg. 72 1972 joumal 
pg. 72 1972 jovmnc 


pg. 72 1972 journal 


pg. 440 1963 joumal 
pg. 458 1964 journal 
pg. 257 1970 journal 


| 
72.1971 | 


ny ee Seas. 


s— 


pg. 72 1971 journal 


__|$3,800.00 


Taokd vo Corp of Army Exginners, 1974, 


Ps 


pg. 68 1970 journal pg. 214 1984 


g. 241 1973 |e 


|pg. 440 1963 joumal 
[Pt:438 36d fosencl 
|pg. 447 1965 journal | 
pg. 68 1970 journal pg. | 
|257 1970 | 


pg. 68 1970 journal pg. 
257 1970 journal 


pg. 257 1970 ‘pg. 249 1975 
pg. 68 1970 journal pg. 


257 1970 pg. 249 1975 


Former EUB church - charge name on pg. 84 


{1969 jovrmol_ 


228 1978 U 


= 


hs 


Former EUB church - charge name on pg. 80 - 


| 


Lewisburg District, but no charge listed for 
1970 and 1978 entries 


pg. 68 1970 joumol pg. 
257 1970 jo 


—+— 


1 


+—— 


—t—__ 


pg. 68 1970 journal pg. 


Former EUB Church - charge name on pg. 80 - 
1969 journal 


257 1970 journal 
| 


pg. 257 1970 journc 


| 
| 
‘= 


>t: 


Former EUB Church - charge name on pg. 92 - 
1969 foornal _ 


pg. 48 1970 joumal pg. 
257 1970 journo 


pg. 68 1970 journal pg. 
257 1970 journa 


pg. 68 1970 journal pg. 
__|lochiyan hoch 257 1970 


pg. 68 1970 journal pg. | 


Former EUB Church - charge name on pg. 96 - 
1969 jo 


Former EUB Church - charge name on pg. 96 - 
1969 je 
Former EUB Church - charge name on pg. 96 - 
1969 jo 


9. 68 1970 journal po. 
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ea SSO emt 
258 1970 journo 


pg. 68 1970 journal pg. 
258 1970 jo 


Fy 


E 


| 817 
a 
i 
| 822 | 
| 823 | 
| 824 | 
us 
| 826 | 
827 | 
823 


i 


z 
a 


pg. 469 1969 journal _|pg. 317 2013 journal 


pg. 583 1969 journal 
pg. 458 1964 journal 
pg. 440 1963 journal 
pg. 133 1942 jo 

583 1969 


pg. 469 1969 journo pg. 218 1980 journal (#) | 


Per 2013 journal and trustee agent - Sold to 


2012 


pg. 191 1985 journal John and Debra Buchannan for $500.00 in 


1942 journal - Thornwood is listed os 
abondonded, but moved onto the Arborvale 


Charg 


. 583 1969 


583 1969 


pg. 469 1969 journal 
|. 583 19469 


469 1969 Journal | 


469 1969 U 


sles: le lsielsle [elelelee 


pg. 469 1969 


g. 469 1969 |o 


pg. 469 1969 jo 


. 469 1969 jo 


5. 469 1969 jo a 
g- 469 1969 jo 
5. 583 1969 jo 
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District - 1965 merger 


pa ourna Declared abandoned and building torn down 
(Gvit —SSSS~S*~wg ANS 1985 Jornal |g |onveyed to St. Pots (Paden Ch, 
ayford 444 1965 1 


| \ ncaa aioe Aiicibbectiad 
__|Centenary [Memorial] 445 1965 i 303 2014 ; |Company for $5,000.00 in October 2013 
Gilliam pg. 444 1965 journal 
. 445 1965 

Mises 


446 1965 joumal | 


| 


\pg. 431 1962 journal 
pg. 458 1964 journal 
447 1965 journal 


448 1965 journal 
‘pg. 431 1962 journal 
|pg. 458 1964 journal 


28-42 1968 owe 


Lewisburg District, no charge name record of 
sole in 1978 - same church? 


pg. 458 1964 jou 
pg. 450 1965 joumal 
pg. 431 1962 journal 
pg. 458 1964 journal 
pg. 451 1965 joumal 
pg. 451 1965 jounal 
pg. 455 1965 journal 


pg. 440 1963 journal 
pg. 458 1964 journal 
pg. 455 1965 joumal 
pg. 458 1964 journal 
pg. 455 1965 jo 

455 1965 

455 1965 


pg. 451 1964 journal . 451 1964 Church on Trinity Charg 
Building given to Lyda Chapel on Jarvisville 
451 1964 : Charge 


pg. 431 1962 journal 
pg. 458 1964 jo 


1Z| - Spslooey SAIUDIY 


| pg. 60 1954 journal pg. | 
883 | Buckhannon _|Hammond-Anmoore _:Green Valley 451 1964 journal pg. 436 1966 journal No charge listed in 1954 entry - same church? 
Newlon < Grove Pg ournal 
Tae Re 
| pg. 452 1964 journal Building given to Newlon Church on Newlon 
[_— Newlon __ {Fairview pg. 437 1963 journal pg. 437 1963 journal | ___ (Charge as Sunday School Addition _ : 
| 886 | Buckhannon Jarvisville \Sarvisville * 453 1964 journo a 
| Building given to Heaston Church on Canaan 
base es ae | _Jarvisville ____ Point Pleasant pg. 453 1964 journal |pg.453 1964 journal _| Charge 
eal pg. 421 1962 joumal | Spelling discrepancy (Hanna's Temple, 1964; 
888 | Central | [Walkersville Hanna's Temple pg. 453 1964 joumal _pg. 277 1989 journal ‘Hannah's Temple, 1962, 1989 
is pg. 421 1960 journal i 
pg. 454 1964 journal 
Central _Wolkersville Fair Haven pg. 68 1970 journal 278 1989 joumal 
[890] Foiemont ‘Mount Vernon ies Chapel [ep 454 1964 una r 
| 891 | Fairmont | Brondonville _{Clifton Mill [P9- 455 1964 journal ie 1 
| 892 | Huntington I _Lovaletie | . 455 1964 : 
pea Le pg. 455 1964 journal 
Moorefield Capon Brid Sedan 438 1963 q 
or +. {Capon Bridge —— Sedon_ 163 journo! is - 
[894 | Wheeling a: (Wick Ash Chap pg. 456 1964 | is 
| 895 [Beckley 1 Alpoco sd pg ASB 1964 journal | | 
| 896 | Beckle: arp pg. 458 1964 journal 
| 897 | Beck! Wyo pg 458 196.4 Journ ne = aE 
| 898 | Buckhannon Philipp ‘Ebenezer pg. 458 1964 journc —= 
1899 |Wheeling a. {Wick Hebron pg. 458 1964 journal _| 
200 |Beckle: = J5 Druady Methodist Episcopal } ——__—__| oda 1966 att 2 ee 
a pg. 451 1964 journal aT 
ee _Volgo _ 437 1963 
aad —- 
303 | Central | i T 
| 904 | Buckhannon | 440 1963 journal is 
| 905 | Buckhannon } ___ lEtkins ng. 440 1963 joumc 
| 906 | Central i= 5 2g oerea = aay 
| 907 | Central Glenville isgoh - puraal | =o 
| 908 | Charleston i - ° i * 
= 4 fn 
| 909 | Fairmont pg. 427 1962 journo 
910 | Fairmont : 427 1962 i | 5 
Bey 9: 427 ond 431 1962 | 
Fairmont \ a | es | 
| 912 |Lewisburg = Crichton Mt. Zion 431 1962 joumal Si a 
— — =o _ 
[ 913 | Central \Lewis Pleasant Grove 439 1961 journal | {= 5 
| 914 | Central Rosedale [Rider pg. 439 1961 joumal | | a = 
hu hase Journal lists Leatherwood os on 
| abandoned lot on the Rose Dole circuit (note 
acta + _Rosedale {Leatherwood . 439 1961 400 1959 journal | _|spetting change from 1961 journal) 
916 Cental =I _|Walton Cicerone . 439 1961 1 
917 | orkersburg \Pennsboro \Amold Creek | 
| 938 | } ‘Steelton Proctor = 
a boty agent - Sold to McElroy 
Coal/Murray Energy for $4,000.00 in 
Wheeling Marshall Pleosont Valle g.303 2014 journal | [November 2014 
920 | Central ; | 
| 921 | Central == {een pg. 421 1960 ql 
| 922 | Moorefield it St. George {Sugar Lands pg. 421 1960 journal as ——— 
| | Lot sold because the church bumed in a fire - 
|proceeds to the Laurel Point Chorge 
Wheeling Lourel Point |Scheidler Chopel_ pg. 421 1960 joumal 
School building where the church wos meeting 
| is being tom down - congregation voted to 
L Alvon : Columbia Sulphu pg. 402 1959 joumal _ pg. 402 1959 journal ‘disband 
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| 
| 


Se Sa Sa ee ee EE ed ee ees Pe See 
' 


Congregation moved to Mt. Olive Church on 
Talimansville Charge (1959); Building 
abandoned for ‘a number of years’ - to be 
given to ‘another church’ at the discretion of 
the Bishop and DS (1962) 4 


pg. 400 1959 427 1962 
pg. 400 1959 joumal _|pg. 427 1962 journc 


Building abandoned for ‘many years’ - to be 
g to the Ellamore Chorge 


Proceeds to go to Boulder Charge parsonage 
at Volga (see 1963 and 1964 entries - some 


church?) 


+ 


a —at 


Noted as “having long vice ceased fo fonclon 


lGreenview pg. 399 1959 rd 
Buckhannon . [Boulder __lAsbury pg. 400 1959 journal | 
| 929 | Buckhannon | __Newlon gar Grove pg. 400 1959 jou 
| 930 | Buckhannon Bever! Mt. Vernon pg. 400 1959 journal 
| 931 | Buckhannon | __{Ellomore ——_ Wesley Gopal 
932 [Central Burnsville Bull Run 
{Bull R pC 
} 
Sa if jAmertville Mt. Hermon __|pg. 400 1959 journal 
ntington | Huntington Walnut Gap pg. 400 1959 journc } —-t 
Lewisburg — Smoot Chop g-401 1959 joumal | 


pg. 377 1958 journo pg. 440 1941 fo 
pg. 376 1958 journal 


Church building being used by the EUB, with 
|2/3 equity in the Methodist Church - 
technically defined as abandoned (1958); 
Approval to sell the 2/3 equity in the church 


building (1961) 


pg. 377 1958 joumal 
pg. 380 1957 journal 218 1980 


438 1956 journal . 438 1956 U See merger information 
1/3 interest to be sold to Church of God; 


439 1956 U og. 439 1956 journal 


g. 439 1956 journo! _ pg. 439 1956 journal 


“liiainces tama congealed ba 
Federol Government to build Sutton Reservoir; 


Methodist Church, Church of God, and Church 


of the Brethren are all 1/3 owners 


g- 425 1955 journal 


. 425 1955 


| 


|pg. 60 1954 journal _| pg. 438 1956 joumal 


Hin 


pg- 61 1954 journal 


Lumber was to be used to repair Hyer 
Methodist Church - see Hyer discontinuation 
above - church sold to Federal Government 


pg. 61 1954 journal 


or White Oak Church 


pg. 47 1953 journal 


‘pg. 64 1953 journal 
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Property disposed of to Hendricks Free 
pg. 65.1953 journal _|pg. 65 1953 journo! _ [Methodist Church j 
| |Property disposed of to the Church of the 
\Brethren = 
Property disposed of to the Evangelical 
|pg. 66 1953 journal pg. 66 1953 journal | United Brethren Church o od g it 
|pg. 49 1952 journal “Church has not been used for years.” 
pg. 40 1946 journal pg. 
52 1951 journo pg. 52 1951 journa 
pg. 40 1946 journal pg. 
53.1951 jo 


pg. 53 1951 journal pg. 53 1951 journa 9 to Pine Grove Church 


pg. 53 1951 journal : a a — 
"This Church hos not been in use for several 


pg. 52 1950 journal __lyears." 
ME. and M.E,, South churches in Cass merged 
lafter 1939 and met in the ME. South building. 
"This church has not been in use for several 


. 


pg oume pg. 66 1953 journal 


pg. 47 1949 journal 


pg. 47 1948 journal pg. 
48 1949 journo 


|Anoched to Greenlee Gvorterly Conference - 
pg. 232 1947 journal 


Jointly owned by Methodist and Baptist 
Churches, “but which was abandonded several 
___| years ago by the Methodist Church..." 


aTH 


40 1943 U 


|pg. 40 1943 Journal 
. 40 1943 


Glenville-Normantown pg. 40 1943 jour E 


Bridgeport Chapel Quarterly Conference Church is already listed in boundary change 
[previously on Hammond Charge! Moss Run pg. 133 1942 journc section of journal as “unused” 

‘Petroleum Sharpned - vs 

| 


Abandoned property to be sold; proceeds to 


Lie sianich inl Stal Mountain View Methodist Episcopal pg. 40 1941 journal jo to Elizabeth Memoriol Methodist Church 
| Abandoned property to be sold; proceeds to 


be applied to the remodeling of the former 
| Methodist Episcopal Church in Cox's Mill 


wae 


astray: | ith Psctanhent Chor ot Cox's i 1pg:.40 1941 journal 


= = ae 


=: 


— 


sar 
a 
> ir. 


Ele|lesi: [2 [ele [elslslelelelelelelele 
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1932 journal 


47 1932 


pg. 61 1937 jo 
pg. 53 1938 jo 
pg. 57 1941 jo 
pg. 26 1942 journal 
pg. 48 1942 i] 


|Abandoned; Church building demolished in 
1968 and lond used to expand existing 
cemetery. Congregation is worshiping in a pi 


Ph 32.1934 foveal _ 63 1968 jou 
pg. 26 1936 journal | Tt 


\fab school house. 
— 


a 


_ 


Abandoned 


Abandoned 
eS SE (0 
——_+- 


ar 


— 
~ 
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PROGRESS REPORT PREPARED BY BRETT FOR COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES AND HISTORY MEETING - APRIL 23, 2016 


Merged Churches 
(1968-2015) 


Evangelical United Brethren 


Pre-1968 (Name Changes) 
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New/Merged Name Nome of Ist Church Name of 2nd Church Name of 3rd Church [Name of 4th Chureh [Charge 


Knotts Memorial Brooksville Knotts Memorial ic 


Knotts Memorial Brooksville Knotts Memorial 


| 
Clendenin Buffick Welford Clendenin Pit a he 
—— 


Hamlin Trinity, Hamlin Central, Hamlin 


Swago Swago Slatyfork 
Life Faith St. Paul | 


Church of the Good | Church of the Good 
Shepherd Shepherd St. John's | : 
Wesley Chapel | 7 
(7/1/2012) Branch Mountain Wesley Chapel 

Peniel + 


Oak Grove Oak Grove 
_|Love Chapel Wesley 


Southside [South 
Community of Grace | Faith Highlawn Side] _| 
Greenbrier | Bays Chapel Brackens Creek Bays Chapel aI 
Greenbrier _|Bellburn _ {Leslie Bellburn = 4 
Dunbar Humphreys Memorial __/ First (Dunbar) | | 
Canaan Central (Charleston) Greenlee Wesley West Side 
Mullens | = 
Wayne | | _ 
136 Greenbrier New Salem Andrew Chapel nus 
e Midland St. Paul (South |St. Luke's (South St. Paul (South 
Charleston) __|Charleston) Charleston) fl —. le 
3 2007 Ke Alma Ripley Chapel _|Alma Ripley Chapel 
| 23] 2006 __1133 _|Greenbrier Halo |Glade Summit Halo nt [ —_, r 7 
i | Midland 
2006 133 South Aldersgate Wesley Chapel | ___|Aldersgate ches ids 
Midland 
[2 Sa St. Paul's, Nitro St. Paul's, Nitro Otterbein 
/26]2004 132 ——|Mon Valley [Faith Christ Diamond Temple _ First | 
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132 


2004 


| 


132 


aa ee 
New Life jenoeae 


__|Duling Duling 


New Bethel Andrew Chapel 


{Williamsburg 


| ae Tey 


Nutter Farm 


er 


| Cairo 


Greater Wheeling 


| Cooperative Ministry 


| 


Smithburg 
New Martinsville 


Greenbrier 
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Constictution-By Laws of the Old Hamrick Barn 


There will be a Board Of Directors for the Methodist 
ilistorical Society properties at the Old Hamrick Barn near 
Bergoo, West Virginia, consisting of fifteen (15) members; 
six members elected by the executive committee of the Comm- 
ission on Archives and History from names submitted by the 
(a) Weston District Superintendent of the West Virginia 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, (b) the chair- 
person of the Commission on Archives and History of the 
West Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
und from (¢) the members of the Board of Directors. 


The Vice Chairperson of the Commission on Archives 
and History of the West Virginia Conference of the United 
Methodist Church shall cinstitute the (15) fifteenth member 


of the Board of Directors and he shall serve as chairperson 
of that body. 


The episcopally appointed pastor of the Webster Spring's 
United Methodist Charge and the caretaker at the Old Hamrick 


barn shall be an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors 
with Voting rights. 


The remaining six members of the Board of Directors 
shall be nominated and elected by the Commission on Archives 
and History of the West Virginia Conference of the United 
Methodist Church from individuals "at large", including one 
Or more persons of ethnic subsidiary groups. 


I. Terms of Office: 


The membership of the Board of Directors shall 
be divided into three classes of four persons, each 
who will serve six year terms. This is intended to 
apply to the six members elected by the executive 
committee of the Commission on Archives and History 
from names submitted by the Lewisburg District 
Superintendent, the Vice Chairperson of the Commission 
on Archives and History and the members of the Board 
of Directors, as well as the six members elected from 


"at large" nominations of the Commission on Archives 
and history, 


Td. The Vice Chairperson of the Commission of Archives 
and History and the Pastor of the Webster Spring's 
Charge in Weston District shall not serve under the 

2 class structure, but shall serve relative to the tenure 


of their corresponding positions in the United Methodist 
Church, West Virginia Conference. 
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IV, 


The Responsibility of the Board of Directors: 


The Old Hamrick Barn property is owned by the 
Methodist Historical Society of West Virginia, Inc. 
The Board of Directors shall be a functional body 
amenable to the Commission on Archives and History 
of the West Virginia Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. 


A) The Board of Directors shall make recommendations 
to the Commission on Archives and History concerning 
the future development of the properties of Methodist 
Historical Society of West Virginia, Inc. at the 
Old Hamrick Barn near Bergoo, West Virginia. The 
Board of Directors shall execute their programs 
and duties in harmony with the policies, priniples, 
and decisions of the Commission on Archives and 
History. 


B) The Board of Directors shall assume the responsibility 
of the day-to-day care, maintenance, and operation 
of the Historical Society properties at Bergoo, WV. 


C) The Board of Directors shall prepare an annual budget 
for the Old Barn properties and submit this budger 
to the Commission on Archives and History for 
approval, This budget shall not include those items 
designated in the annual budget of the Commission 
on Archives and History. This budget shall be 
known as the "Old Barn Fund". Budget requests shall 
be submitted to the Commission on Archives and 
History on or before the Fall meeting of that body 
prior to the designated budget year (i.e. the following 
year plus one). The treasurer of the Old Barn shail 
be chosen by the Board of Directors with the approval 
of the Commission on Archives and History. 


Quorum 
The recognized quorum of the Board of Directors 


shall be constituted of those members present and 
eligible to vote. 
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AN UNDERSTANDING 
of an 
AGREEMENT 
Between 


THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE OLD HAMRICK BARN 
And 
UNITED METHODIST CHARITIES OF WV, INC. 


CREATING THE 
MISS PORTIA HAMRICK MEMORIAL TRUST 


In grateful recognition of a gift to the West Virginia United Methodist 
Historical Society and the Board of Directors of the Old Hamrick Barn from the 
estate of Miss Portia Hamrick, we are moved to establish this MISS PORTIA HAMRICK 
MEMORIAL TRUST. This MEMORIAL TRUST, according to the directions of Miss Portia 
Hamrick’s will, is established to provide financial resources for the maintenance 
and upkeep of the Old Hamrick Barn, a United Methodist historical site in Webster 
County, WV, and the Hamrick Cemetery, Webster County, WV, where Miss Portia 
Hamrick is interred. 


Ly AGREEMENT is made this 27th day of March, 1995 between UNITED 
METHODIST CHARITIES OF WV, INC., a West Virginia not-for-profit 
corporation, located in Charleston, West Virginia, (herein-after called 
THE TRUSTEE), and THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS of the Old Hamrick Barn, whose 
address is: c/o Dr. Mabel Nichols, Chairperson, HC 32, Box 57, Diana, 
WV 26217-8409 (hereinafter called THE DONORS). 


2 THE DONORS contribute the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars and No 
Cents ($50,000.00) for the establishment of this MISS PORTIA HAMRICK 
MEMORIAL TRUST (hereinafter called THE TRUST). 


3. The principal is to be invested in the TRUSTEES’ Fund A (Income 
Fund), in income producing securities or savings accounts as THE 
TRUSTEE from time to time may determine. THE DONORS give THE TRUSTEE 
broad powers in connection with the management of the property and 
income derived therefrom and request that THE TRUST be administered so 
as to continue our Christian stewardship to the causes specified. 


4. THE DONORS intend for the earnings from THE TRUST to be reinvested 
into the principal of THE TRUST, so that the amount of THE TRUST will 
increase to and never be diminished to less than Fifty-one Thousand 
Three Dollars and Sixty-three Cents ($51,003.63), the original amount 
of the gift from Miss Portia Hamrick’s estate. 


5 Upon the written request of THE DONORS all or a part of the net 
annual income and/or accrued annual income may be distributed to THE 


CORPORATES SEAL 
OF UMC 
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PAGE TWO 
MISS PORTIA HAMRICK MEMORIAL TRUST 


MARCH 27, 1995 


DONORS for the maintenance and upkeep of the Old Harmick Barn, a 
historical United Methodist site in Webster County, WV and for the 
maintenance and upkeep of the Hamrick Cemetery, where Miss Portia 


Hamrick is interred. 


6. Additional funds may be contributed to the THE TRUST, at any time 
and in any amount, by concerned and interested persons by cash, real 
estate, securities, bequests, etc., and the additional income therefrom 
shall be subject to the terms specified in this Agreement. Acceptance 
of such additional non-cash contributions shall be subject to the 
policies of THE TRUSTEE related thereto. 


te THE TRUSTEE may charge such reasonable compensation as is 
customarily charged for holding and managing such funds, and such 
charges will be paid only from the current year’s income. 


8. THE DONORS may, upon giving two (2) weeks written notice to THE 
TRUSTEE, prior to the beginning of a new fiscal quarter (January 1, 
April 1, July 1, October 1), request the transfer of all or a portion 
of THE TRUST to such other Fund or Funds utilized by THE TRUSTEE for 
investment purposes. It is understood that these transfers shall not 
be more frequent than twice (2) in a twelve (12) month period. 


9. In the unlikely event that the Board of Directors of the Old 
Hamrick Barn, or its successor, should cease to exist, the annual 
income from the said MISS PORTIA HAMRICK MEMORIAL TRUST shall be paid 
to the West Virginia United Methodist Historical Society for the two 


purposes as stated in paragraph no. 4, above. 


10. In the unlikely event that the West Virginia United Methodist 
Historical Society, or its successor, should cease to exist, the annual 
income from the said MISS PORTIA HAMRICK MEMORIAL TRUST shall be 
distributed at the discretion of THE TRUSTEE for the two purposes as 


stated in paragraph no. 4, above. 


11. In the unlikely event that the Old Hamrick Barn and/or the Hamrick 
Cemetery, where Miss Portia Hamrick is interred, should cease to exist, 
the annual income from the said MISS PORTIA HAMRICK MEMORTAL TRUST may 
be used for the maintenance and upkeep of other religious and/or 
historical sites in the Webster County, WV area. 


12. THE TRUSTEE uses its best effort to secure maximum income for 
Trusts, subject to sound investment principles. In making investment 


CORPORATE SEAL 
OF UMC 
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MISS PORTIA HAMRICK MEMORIAL TRUST 


MARCH 27, 1995 


DONORS for the maintenance and upkeep of the Old Harmick Barn, a 
historical United Methodist site in Webster County, WV and for the 
maintenance and upkeep of the Hamrick Cemetery, where Miss Portia 


Hamrick is interred. 


6. Additional funds may be contributed to the THE TRUST, at any time 
and in any amount, by concerned and interested persons by cash, real 
estate, securities, bequests, etc., and the additional income therefrom 
shall be subject to the terms specified in this Agreement. Acceptance 
of such additional non-cash contributions shall be subject to the 
policies of THE TRUSTEE related thereto. 
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TRUSTEE, prior to the beginning of a new fiscal quarter (January 1, 
April 1, July 1, October 1), request the transfer of all or a portion 
of THE TRUST to such other Fund or Funds utilized by THE TRUSTEE for 
investment purposes. It is understood that these transfers shall not 
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9. In the unlikely event that the Board of Directors of the Old 
Hamrick Barn, or its successor, should cease to exist, the annual 
income from the said MISS PORTIA HAMRICK MEMORIAL TRUST shall be paid 
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CORPORATE SEAL 
OF UMC 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF THE WEST VIRGINIA ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


I. NAME 


The name of this organization shall be: Historical Society of The West Virginia Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church and it shall continue to be registered with the 
Secretary of State of West Virginia as a Voluntary Non-Profit Association. 


II. PURPOSE 


Assist the Annual Conference Commission on Archives and History in every way possible 
including: 


1. Collection and preservation of materials related to history of The United Methodist Church 
and its antecedents in West Virginia. 

2. Encourage the writing of local church histories. 

3. Promote research, writing, and publication of the history of United Methodism in 
West Virginia. 

4. Help identify sites of Methodist historical interest within the West Virginia Annual 
Conference. 

5. Develop interest in United Methodist History among local church historians and others. 

6. Publicize observances of historical anniversaries and Heritage Sunday 


7. Promote and support West Virginia Annual Conference Archives located in the Annie Merner 
Pfeiffer Library at West Virginia Wesleyan. 


[1]. CONSTITUENCY AND MEMBERSHIP 


The Society shall work closely with the West Virginia Annual Conference Commission on 
Archives and History and maintain an awareness of the work of Jurisdictional and General 
Commissions on Archives and History, and the Historical Society of The United Methodist 
Church. 


Membership in the Society shall be based upon payment of annual dues of $5.00 or more by 
persons attending the annual luncheon and others who are sympathetic with the aims and 
purposes of the Society. 
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[V. MEETINGS 


The Society shall meet annually during the Archives and History Commission Luncheon at 
Annual Conference. Other meetings may be held at the call of the president. Members present 


shall constitute a quorum. 
V. OFFICERS 


The Society shall elect a President and Secretary/Treasurer from its membership. The Vice 
Chair of the Annual Conference Commission on Archives & History shall serve as 
Vice President of the Society. 


VI. ADMINISTRATION 


|. The officers shall be responsible for management of the Society including matters related to 
annual dues and other financial concerns. 

. Achecking account will be maintained by the Society’s treasurer for holding both 
historical society dues/donations and funds temporarily deposited there by the Commission 
on Archives and History. 

_ Provision shall be made for providing appropriate bonding for the Treasurer. 

4. The President and Secretary Treasurer shall be elected during the the first Luncheon 
Business Meeting each quadrennium on nomination by the Commission on Archives 
and History with additional nominations accepted from current members of the Historical 
Society in attendance. 

_ All historical materials acquired by the Society, unless otherwise stipulated, shall become the 
property of the West Virginia Annual Conference Commission on Archives and History and 
placed in Annual Conference Archives located in the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library at West 
Virginia Wesleyan College. 

6. The Society shall be amenable to the Commission on Archives and History of the Annual 

Conference in all matters relating to its organization and operation. 


to 


we 


Nn 


VII. AMENDMENTS 


This plan of organization may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of those present and voting 
at subsequent annual luncheons. 


VII. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 


Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall apply in all circumstances where it is not in con- 


flict with the Book of Discipline, actions of the Annual Conference, or this plan of organization. 


(Current Plan of Organization was adopted by members of the Society attending the 2013 Archives and History Luncheon) 


Archive Records - 146 


® REHOBOTH UM HERITAGE LANDMARK - BYLAWS ADDENDUM 7 — PAGE 1 OF 2 
oO - 


REHOBOTH CHURCH AND MUSEUM HERITAGE LANDMARK 
Board of Directors’ 2009 BYLAWS 
As revised by the Conference Commission on Archives & History - 9/25/2010 
and The Rehoboth Church & Museum Heritage Landmark Board of Directors - 10/4/2010 


NAME: 
Rehoboth Church & Museum Heritage Landmark Board of Directors 


PURPOSE: 
* To Maintain the day-to-day operation of the Rehoboth Church & Museum Heritage 


Landmark, one of 41sites so designated by the General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. 


* To Administer funds received directly from sources such as grants & other donations, for the 
furnishing and upkeep of the property. 


* To report to the Conference Commission on Archives and History of the West Virginia 
Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church on expenditures of funds provided for 
the Rehoboth properties from the Annual Conference, the Northeastern J urisdiction, the 
General Conference of The United Methodist Church, additional grants, and other donations. 


MEMBERSHIP: 
* Ex-Officio Members 
* Superintendent of the Greenbrier District of the United Methodist Church. 
* Coordinator of Monroe Cooperative Parish. 
* Pastor of the Union Charge. 
* Chairperson of Conference Commission on Archives and History. 


* Elected Members 
* Six members elected by Rehoboth Board of Directors. 
* Two members elected by the Conference Commission on Archives and History. (In 
addition to ex-officio membership of Commission Chair) 
* One member elected by the Monroe County Historical Society. 


* Appointed Members 
* Three appointed pastors or lay members from within the Monroe Cooperative Parish 
appointed by the Coordinator in consultation with The District Superintendent. 


* Term of Office 
* Each appointed or elected member of the Rehoboth Board of Directors shall begin to 
serve at the time of their election and serve for a three-year term. They shall be 
eligible to serve additional three-year terms at the discretion of those responsible for 
their appointmentelection. If it becomes necessary, members may be replaced during 
their three year tenure by those persons responsible for their appointment/election. 


Page | of 4 
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* Officers 


Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Museum Curator 

Officers shall be members of the Board at the time of their election. 

Officers shall be elected by the Rehoboth Board of Directors from nominations 
presented by a committee consisting of the Greenbrier District Superintendent, the 
Coordinator of the Monroe Cooperative Parish and the Chair of the Conference 
Commission on Archives and History with additional nominations welcomed from 
the Board. 


+ Committees 


The Board shall designate teams of persons for specific responsibilities including 
assisting the museum curator, finding supporters who are willing to donate financial 
support, or volunteer manual labor. These teams may include persons who are not 
elected members of the Rehoboth Board of Directors. 


MEETINGS OF REHOBOTH BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 


+ Regular meetings of the board shall be held in , March, July and October on dates to be 
determined and announced by the Board one month prior to each session. Called meetings 
may also be held with one week’s notice given to all members. 

* Quorum 


A quorum for conducting business shall be those members present and voting 
provided that the meeting is a regular or called meeting for which the required notice 
has been given. 


POWERS: 


* Emergency Powers 


The Chairperson of the Rehoboth Board of Directors and the Treasurer, or in case 
they are unavailable, any three officers of the Board, may authorize emergency 
repairs on the Rehoboth properties. Expenditures for repairs which are not urgently 
needed, must be approved by a regular or called meeting of the Rehoboth Board of 
Directors, and, if funds from Conference, Jurisdiction or General Church sources are 
used, by the Conference Commission on Archives and History. 


¢ Personnel 


The Chairperson of the West Virginia Conference Commission on Archives and 
History is responsible for the hiring or dismissal of the person appointed to serve as 
the Rehoboth Curator and shall work in cooperation with the Greenbrier District 
Superintendent in designating a Curator for the Rehoboth properties. Decisions 
concerning the position of Curator shall be made in consultation with the Chair of the 
Rehoboth Board of Directors. 


The Curator shall report to each regular meeting of the Board of Directors. 
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* Policies 


The Rehoboth Board of Directors, with advice from the Conference Commission on 
Archives and History, shall determine operation schedules for Rehoboth Church and 
Museum and other policies which are consistent with policies set by the Conference 
Commission on Archives and History. 


* Finances 
* The Rehoboth Board of Directors shall have responsibility for all funds given directly 


to it, but shall not undertake new major projects without first consulting with the 
Conference Commission on Archives and History. The Chairperson of the 
Conference Commission on Archives & History shall receive minutes from all 
regular and called meetings of the Rehoboth Board of Directors including an 
accounting of all funds received and spent. The Commission on Archives & History 
shall report their agenda items relating to the Rehoboth Board of Directors’ activities 
and finances to the Board. This shall include an accounting of money spent from the 
Conference Commission on Archives & History’s budget in support of the Rehoboth 
Church & Museum Heritage Landmark. 


* Parliamentary Authority 


Provisions of the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall apply, in so far as 


those provisions are not contrary to the latest edition of the Book of Discipline of The 
United Methodist Church. 


* Amendments to Bylaws 


Amendments to the 2009 Bylaws, as adopted, may be proposed by either the 
Rehoboth Board of Directors or the Conference Commission on Archives and History 
in the spirit of cooperation and accountability for the best interest of the Rehoboth 
Church & Museum Heritage Landmark. They shall become effective following a 
3/4ths vote of approval by members present and voting of both the Rehoboth Board 
of Directors and The Conference Commission on Archives & History. In each case, 
copies of proposed amendments shall be provided to all members of both groups at 
least one week before votes are taken. 


* Effective date for 2009 Bylaws. 


As approved by both the Rehoboth Board of Directors on July 13, 2009 and The 
Conference Commission on Archives and History on September 26, 2009, the 
provisions of this document shall be in force immediately and replace any and all 
previous Bylaws for the Board of Directors of the Rehoboth Church and Museum 
Heritage Landmark. The Term of Office section was amended by the Conference 
Commission on Archives & History on September 25, 2010 and by the Rehoboth 
Board of Directors on October 4, 2010. 


Chairperson of the Rehoboth Board of Directors Date 
Chairperson of the West Virginia Annual Conference Commission on Archives & History Date 
Page 3 of 4 
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West Virginia United Methodist Archives - Deed of Gift 


Date: 


Donee Information: 

West Virginia United Methodist Archives 

Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library — 2™4 Floor 

59 College Avenue 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
304.473.8013 — Front Desk; 304.473.8601 — Archives 
Brett Miller, archivist - miller_bt@wvwc.edu 

Donor Information: 


Donor Name: 


Donor Address: 


Donor Telephone Number: Type: Cell Home Work 
Donor E-Mail Address: 
Materials to be Donated: 


(Briefly describe the materials being donated, including subject matter, format types, date ranges, and the 
volume of materials being donated. If applicable, attach an inventory of the collection.): 


Provenance Information: 
Briefly describe how the collection came to be in your custody (purchase, gift, etc.) Include names and 
dates of any known previous custodians, if possible, as well as any other pertinent custodial information: 


Transfer of Rights: 
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I, the undersigned, convey without reservation to the West Virginia United Methodist Archives and any 
successor bodies the aforementioned items as an unrestricted gift. I transfer to the West Virginia United 
Methodist Commission on Archives and History all legal title, copyright, literary property rights, and all 
other rights in the material I/we hold in them except as noted below: 


Donee Rights of Disposition: 


I, the undersigned, acknowledge that the West Virginia United Methodist Archives reserves the right to 
deaccession materials which, for any reason, are deemed unfit, unnecessary, or inappropriate to the 
archives’ collections or are in contravention of its collecting policies. Items not retained by the archives 
shall, to the extent possible, be given appropriate disposition at the discretion of the archivist unless 
otherwise specified by the donor below. These terms are inclusive of any subsequent, related gift 
additions to the original body of material. 


I further acknowledge the West Virginia United Methodist Archives’ right to disposition of original items 
if/when said items are reformatted onto a more stable, durable or compact medium. I understand that part 
or the whole of the collection may, at some future time, be deaccessioned from the West Virginia United 
Methodist Archives. 


Comments: 

| 

| 

Donor Signature: Date: 
Archivist Signature: Date: 
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Cn! 


Archive Records - 153 


Collection Policy 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives is primarily responsible for collecting, preserving, 
arranging, describing, and making accessible items of historical and/or functional significance to the 
operation of the United Methodist Church in West Virginia, as well as surrounding localities included 
currently or historically within the bounds of the West Virginia Annual Conference. All predecessor 
bodies to the United Methodist Church (1968-present) in this geographical region are also documented, 
including: 


Methodist Protestant Church (1828-1939) 

Methodist Episcopal Church (1784-1939) 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South (1844-1939) 

Methodist Church (1939-1968; including the Washington Conference, Central Jurisdiction) 
Evangelical United Brethren Church (1946-1968; and predecessor bodies dating to 1816) 


Geographically, portions of the West Virginia Annual Conference have been part of other administrative 
bodies within the church, including the Pittsburgh, Virginia, Baltimore- Washington, Ohio, and Kentucky 
areas, The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives attempts to document Methodism and Methodist 
activities in the region of Western Virginia that eventually became West Virginia in 1863. This includes 
the state as it exists today along with Garrett County, Maryland, but generally excludes three counties of 
the eastern panhandle of West Virginia (Morgan, Berkeley, and Jefferson) which are geographically 
aligned with the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference. Churches which may have been part of a 
different administrative body historically, but currently reside within the bounds of the West Virginia 
Annual Conference fall within the scope of material the Conference Archives attempts to document. 


‘The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives adheres to the Guidelines for Managing Records of the 
Annual Conference and the Local Church to determine what document and record types should be 
preserved at the repository in Buckhannon and what should be retained in other locations, such as 
district offices or the Annual Conference office. Examples of record groups preserved at the West Virginia 
Annual Conference Archives include: administrative records of church boards and agencies, records of 
closed/abandoned churches, records of active/open local churches which are voluntarily deposited at the 
discretion of each individual church, records of the Annual Conference business sessions, including 
minutes and conference journals, and records of district meetings and administration. For more 
information, refer to the record retention schedule of the Guidelines for Managing Records of the Annual 
Conference and Local Church (http://www.gcah.org/resources/managing-records-of-the-annual- 


conference-and-local-church). 


The Conference Archives also accepts manuscript collections from notable individuals within or related 
to the Methodist Church. The majority of these collections relate to clergy and their ministerial careers, 
though notable lay preachers and other laity may also be documented in some cases. 


The Conference Archives also retains publications (books and periodicals) that have relevance to or 
address the subjects relative to West Virginia Methodism. This may include serial publications of 
surrounding regions or administrative bodies that document subjects relative to West Virginia or West 
Virginia Methodism. 


Items are accepted and preserved in most all formats and mediums. Books, periodicals/newsletters, 


maps, paper collections, oversize items, photographs, photo-negatives, artwork, audio/visual items 
(including obsolete and endangered formats), and ephemera are all examples of accepted material types. 
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If questions remain about the types of records collected and maintained by the West Virginia Annual 
Conference Archives, please contact the archives staff. 


Limits of Collection Policy 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives has a finite amount of space to carry out its mandated 
function as a repository for administrative records of the church. As such, certain types of records are not 
collected by the Conference Archives. 


Collections and items that have limited or no relevance to activities of West Virginia Methodism will not 
be accepted. In these cases, the archives staff can work with donors to determine a more appropriate 
repository for materials to reside. This may include another Annual Conference Archives, the United 
Methodist Archives at Drew University, or a local/regional/state archival repository. 


With the exception of personal and/or professional manuscript collections received from ministers and 
occasional lay members of note, genealogical material is not accepted and is generally not maintained by 
the Conference Archives. Individuals looking for genealogical information are highly encouraged to start 
their family searches utilizing census records, state vital records, ancestry web resources, and other 
historical repositories (such as local historical or genealogical societies) before contacting the Conference 
Archives. 


In almost all cases, baptismal and marriage certificates are not retained by the Conference Archives. 
These document types are frequently given to individuals or families at the time of the event, or are 
retained at the local church where the event took place. Likewise, the Conference Archives are not a good 
source for conducting property/deed research. Such researchers are encouraged to contact the respective 
county courthouse or the Trustees of the Annual Conference for more information. 


Churches which are still open and active have prerogative to retain their own historical records locally if 
they desire. Be advised that in some cases, the Annual Conference Archives may have limited 
documentation about a local church because such historical records are retained in the local 
congregation. The Annual Conference Archives will accept materials from either individuals or local 
churches that related to the history or activities of a local congregation, even if they are still active and 
operating. In addition to contacting the Conference Archives, researchers of local church history are 
highly encouraged to contact the minister and/or church historian within a congregation to ascertain the 
extent of historical records available at the local church. 


With the exception of certain documents, generally only two duplicate copies of any document will be 
retained in the collection. 


Due to space limitations and lack of an appropriate exhibit venue, the Annual Conference Archives 
cannot generally accept large pieces of furniture or physical property such as church pews, pulpits, and 
bells. Other pieces of liturgical property, such as communion sets, saddle bags, pulpit folio Bibles, etc. 
may be accepted at the discretion of the archives staff. Direct any questions about oversized items and 
artifacts to the archives staff prior to bringing them for donation. 
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Collection Access Policies 


Visiting the Archives 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives are available to researchers by appointment only. We ask 
that all visits to the archives be scheduled at least 24 hours in advance to ensure adequate staffing is 
available, and to allow staff members to pull appropriate materials for access. While we will make every 
effort to assist patrons in finding information, staffing limitations mean we cannot guarantee a full range 
of reference and access services without an advance appointment. 


The archives are located on the campus of West Virginia Wesleyan College: 


West Virginia Wesleyan College 

Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library - Room 208 
59 College Avenue 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 


All correspondence should be marked “Attention: United Methodist Archives” 
To set up an appointment, contact: 


Brett Miller 
Office Phone: 304.473.8601 


E-mail: miller _bt@wvwe.edu 
Or 


Carol Bowman 
Office Phone: 304.473.8018 


E-mail: bowman_c@wvwe.edu 
Material Handling and Restrictions 
All researchers agree to abide by the following handling procedures and material restrictions: 
-No food or drink of any kind is permitted in the archives area. 
~The archives are located on the 2"4 floor of the library, which is the quiet floor. Out of respect for library 
patrons, we ask that loud or prolonged conversations be avoided whenever possible or taken to the 1st 
floor of the library where talking is permitted. 
-Pencils, papers, laptops, and cell phones may be brought into the archives. No pens or permanent ink 
markers are permitted. We ask that bags be left with a member of the archives staff while you are working 
with collection materials. Handheld scanners are permitted on a case-by-case basis. Due to condition of 


some materials, we ask that researchers consult with a member of the archives staff prior to any 
reproduction work (scanning or photocopying). 
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-White cotton gloves are to be worn at all times when handling collections of photographs, photo- 
negatives, slides, motion picture film, audio cassette tape, certain ephemera, and other collections at the 
discretion of the archivist. Cotton gloves are provided by the archives staff. Cotton gloves are not 
required when handling paper manuscript collections except at the discretion of the archivist. 


~Any special handling instructions given by the archivist (especially for particularly old or fragile 
collections or photographic collections) are to be followed explicitly. 


-Marking or otherwise writing on materials in any collection for any reason is strictly prohibited. 
-Materials should not be folded or in any other way defaced during use. 


-To preserve the order of the materials, patrons will only use one box, one folder at a time. All other 
boxes should remain on the cart. All material must be returned to its original folder and replaced in the 
original box before another folder may be used. The order of the folders within the box and the 
documents within the folder should not be disturbed or changed in any way during use. 


-Placeholders are available from the archivist and are to be used when removing both documents from 
folders and folders from boxes. 


-Any suspected filing errors should be reported to the archivist immediately. 
Access Policies 


Sign-In Register 
All researchers will be asked to sign in upon coming to the archives. 


Researcher Fee 

-While the archivist will assist researchers with reasonable research requests, they are not a private 
researcher and have additional responsibilities aside from providing reference assistance. Excessive use of 
the archivist'’s time (beyond one hour serving in a primary researcher capacity) will incur a $15.00 per 
hour research fee payable at the time of services rendered. Researchers should, whenever possible, have 
as much information as possible about their subject of inquiry to assist with timely discovery and 
retrieval of archival collections. 


Collection Bulk Restrictions 
-If a researcher requires a large portion of the collection for their use, it is requested that advance notice 
be given the staff to allow for preparation and availability of collections. 


-Researchers using large amounts of archival material will be allowed one full cart with archival material 
at a time. Once finished with the cart contents, inform the archivist and another cart of materials will be 
presented. 


Preservation Access Restrictions 

-Certain portions of the collection may not be available in their original format for reference because of 
their advanced fragility or other preservation concerns. In these instances, wherever possible, reference 
reproductions may be made available to the researcher if they exist. 
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Record Content Restrictions 

-Due to the sensitive nature of some administrative, financial, and personnel records, collections or 
portions of collections may have access restrictions or embargos imposed by either the United Methodist 
Church or by the archives. In some similar cases, personal manuscript collections may have donor- 
imposed access restrictions. These restrictions will either be noted in the collection finding aid/index or 
communicated to the researcher by the college archivist. 


Reproduction Policies 


Copyright and Reproductions 

Title 17 of the United States Code spells out the limited rights of archives in creating reproductions of 
holdings. The code indicates that archives may make reproductions (including digital reproductions) for, 
“private scholarship, study, or research,’ and that, “reproduction or distribution is made without any 
purpose of direct or indirect commercial advantage.”! 


Right of Refusal and Request Form 
The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives has the capacity to make photocopy and digital 


reproductions of many (though not all) items within its collection. This does not necessarily ensure that 
permission will be given for reproduction in all instances. Any requests to reproduce for any reason must 
be submitted to the archivist in writing (See User Agreement Form, below) with remittance of the 
appropriate fees as outlined in the reproduction fee schedule and usage fee schedule below. 


Collection Rights and Liability 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives is not always the rights holder of items in its collection, 
and certain items are further protected by copyright or similar restrictions. In all instances, the Annual 
Conference Archives assumes no liability for researcher infringement or misuse of reproduced items and 
accepts no punishment or consequences that may result such infringement or misuse. While the archives 
staff will (to a reasonable extent) attempt to provide information to assist in determining the rights 
holder, ultimately the onus of responsibility falls to the researcher to contact said rights holder (including 
the West Virginia Annual Conference Archives if it is the rights holder) for permission to use the 
reproduction beyond those covered by the ‘fair use’ clause of the copyright code (see Title 17, Section 
107, U.S. Code). 


Reproduction Limitations 


Reproduction of entire collections is not permitted except at the discretion of the archivist. While 
photocopy reproductions may be made by the researcher, the archivist reserves the right to make 
photocopies instead in instances where the condition of items is a mitigating factor. 

All digital reproductions will be completed by the archivist or by designated archives staff. 


Publication 


-Any and all requests for use of reproductions in publication or republication must be submitted in 
writing to the West Virginia Annual Conference Archives using the usage request/agreement form, 


' Copyright Law of the United States of America, U.S. Code 17 (1976) §108. 
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-Publication rights are one-time only - further or altered use of reproduced items (such as reprints, new 
editions, or separate publications) must be submitted in writing (and with applicable usage fees) to the 
West Virginia Annual Conference Archives using the usage request/agreement form. 


-Publication rights are non-exclusive — the West Virginia Annual Conference Archives waives none of its 
rights to further reproduce items, to allow other researchers access and reproduction of the same items or 
to allow others publication rights to the same items. 


-A usage fee (beyond the copyright fee) will be charged for publication of reproductions. These fees are 
spelled out in the request form and fee schedule below. 


Preferred Citation 


-Any use of items in publication (either digitally or in print) from the West Virginia Annual Conference 
Archives must be accompanied in close proximity by the following credit line: 


“Courtesy of the Archives of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church - 
(name of collection)” 


Gratis Publication Copy to Archives 

-For instances where reproduced archival materials are used in a publication, the West Virginia Annual 
Conference Archives asks that one complimentary copy (best instance; final publication) of the published 
work be sent to the Conference Archives for inclusion in its collection. 


Reproduction Fee Schedule 


Reproduction fees are charged as a means of cost recovery for the college archives and cover both staff 
time and material. 


Photocopies 
Black and White only; sizes up to 8 2” x 14” using library's photocopy machine 


$0.10 per page 


Microfilm Copies 
Black and White only; size up to 8 %” x 11” using library's network printer 


$0.10 per page 


Photographic Prints 
The archives can create photographic reproduction prints upon request through the college's 
service center. Please allow one to two weeks for processing of these requests. Prints can be made 
in a variety of sizes up to 11” x 17” in black and white or color. These prices are a guideline and 
may be impacted by paper weight/type selection or odd sizes. Please contact the archives for a 
specific price quote. 
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Per 3%” x5” -$1.00 
Per 5” x7” -$1.00 
Per 8” x 10” -$2.00 
Per 11” x 17” -$3.00 
Flat Postage Fee -$3.00 


Digital Photograph Files 
The archives can digitally reproduce black and white, grayscale, and color images or documents 


up to 12” x 17” in size and output in a number of file formats, including: JPEG, TIFF, PNG, BMP. 
Please note file format output on the usage request/agreement form. Also note, the West Virginia 
Wesleyan College e-mail server cannot handle e-mail attachments larger than 25 megabytes 
outgoing. If numerous images (above the outgoing size limit) are requested by e-mail, the 
archivist reserves the right to transmit images through an appropriate alternative physical 
medium (cloud storage, DVD, portable flash drive, etc.) in lieu of e-mailing. Researchers will be 
contacted in advance, informed of any costs, and asked to authorize such an action before it is 


taken. 
Per scan -FREE (up to 15 images) 
-$0.50 per scan over 15 images 
Burned CD of images -$3.00 (flat rate for disc + cost per scan, over 15 images) 
Flat Postage Fee -$3.00 
E-mail Images -FREE (+ cost per scan, over 15 images) 


Audio or Video Reproduction 
Limited reproduction services for audio and video formats are available in-house. Reproduction fees 


listed below are a guideline for the archivist and represent a minimum cost. Costs may vary based on 
unusual media type, length of reproduction, and staff time commitment. For more information or for a 
specific price quote, please contact the archivist. 


VHS or S-VHS tape to DVD transfer -$7.00 per VHS 

Vinyl LP Record (33 1/3 or 45 RPM only) to CD transfer -$5.00 per LP 

Cassette Tape to CD transfer -$5.00 per cassette? 
U-Matic Video Cassette to DVD transfer -$8.00 per tape 
Non-standard or obsolete media to CD/DVD/Digital media -Contact the archivist for a 


price quote 
Flat Postage Fee -$3.00 


Non-standard or obsolete media include motion picture film, reel-to-reel magnetic audio tape, 
non-standard/production video cassettes (i.e. - Betamax), DAT audio tapes, LaserDiscs, etc, 


2 Competitive reproduction fees were reached by referencing two regional institutions: 1) West Virginia University — West 
Virginia and Regional History Collection and 2) Glenville State College — Robert F. Kidd Library Archives. Both accessed 


05/25/2012. http://www. libraries. wvu.edu/wvcollection/copy.htm; 


2 /, 
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(Note: non-standard or obsolete media conversions are completed by third party vendors and a price 
quote may not be immediately available. Please allow the archives at least one to two weeks for 
turnaround to get a quote on non-standard media conversion requests.) 


Usage Fee Schedule 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives charges a usage fee to commercial and non-profit 
individuals and organizations for use of archival material to which the West Virginia Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church holds the rights in either print or electronic publication. The fee helps to 
offset costs and to assist in the further preservation of archival materials. These fees are one-time use fees 
paid on top of reproduction fees stated above. These fees do not apply to internal use of materials by 
agencies, boards, and other administrative bodies of the United Methodist Church. 


Commercial Use 


Printed Image (First Image) $20.00 

Printed Image (Subsequent Use) $10.00 

Digital Image (First Image) $10.00 

Digital Image (Subsequent Use) $5.00 

Audio/Visual Material Contact Archivist for pricing quote 
Non-Profit Use (including academic publications) 

Printed Image (First Image) $10.00 

Printed Image (Subsequent Use) $5.00 

Digital Image (First Image) $8.00 

Digital Image (Subsequent Use) $4.00 

Audio/Visual Material Contact Archivist for pricing quote 
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Usage Request/Agreement Form (* denotes required field) 


*Name *Date 


“Organization or Company (if applicable) 


* Address *Phone 
Alt. Phone 
*E-Mail Fax Number 
Requests for Reproduction: 
Collection Print or j : 
: ; —_ a Format(s) if | Quant 
ar am Item Title/Description cg Digital? if print? Total Cost 


Nature of Use: 

[ ] Commercial 
Print Publication ($20.00) [ ] x___used=$ 
Print Re-Use ($10.00) [ ] x___used=$ 


Electronic Publication ($10.00) a used = $ 


Electronic Re-Use ($5.00) { ] x___used=$ 


[ ] Non-Profit/Individual 


Print Publication ($10.00) [ ] x___used=$ 
Print Re-Use ($5.00) { Uh? ®t S 

Electronic Publication ($8.00) [ ] x___used=$ 
Electronic Re-Use ($4.00) { ] x___used=$ 
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West Virginia Annual Conf Archi 


Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library 
West Virginia Wesleyan College 
59 College Avenue 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 


Internal Book/Periodical Deaccession 
Procedure 


Drafted: November 2014 
Updated: January 2015 
Brett Miller 
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D ion Poli 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives strives to document the activities of Methodism 
in the state of West Virginia and to serve as a repository for certain administrative records of the 
Annual Conference. As such, the Conference Archives adheres to two primary guiding 
documents to determine the scope of items collected: the West Virginia Annual Conference 


Archives Collecting Policy & Collection Access Policy & Usage Agreement, and the General 


Commission on Archives and History Gui 


Guidelines for Managing Records of the Annual 
Conference & the Local Church. In the interest of space, relevance of the collection to 


researchers, and economy of resources, items outside the scope of these two documents may be 
refused or deaccessioned from the Conference Archives collection at the discretion of the 
Conference Archives staff. 


Per the Deed-of-Gift form utilized for all new collection material, the Conference Archives 
reserves the right to refuse donations of material that fall outside the collecting scope of the 
repository, or to deaccession and dispose of said materials at a future time if it is determined that 
their relevance to the collection is negligible or questionable. In all these cases, the Conference 
Archives staff will work with the donor either to return the materials directly, or to determine 
another appropriate location for the materials. 


For many years, the Conference Archives accepted collections of material that had only a 
tenuous connection to documenting the activities of West Virginia Methodism. These legacy 
collections often lack donor information and/or deed-of-gift agreements, making the 
determination of provenance and rights difficult. In situations where the Conference Archives 
wishes to deaccession collections or items that have either no donor agreement or unclear 
documentation, all possible attempts will be made to determine provenance and to contact the 
original donor to determine their preference for disposition. 


In all cases, a deaccession log will be maintained to document items that have been removed 
from the collection. Deaccession activities will follow the Parameters for Deaccession (below) 
and the Archiv llecting Policy & Collection Access Policy & Usage Agreement to ensure 
consistent decision-making. 


Parameters for Deaccession 
Books and Periodicals 


The following information will be recorded about books and/or periodicals to be deaccessioned: 
-author 

-title 

-publication year 

-notes 
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In addition to the Collecting Policy, a number of additional criteria determine whether books and 
periodicals in the collection should be retained: 


-is the item written by a United Methodist in or from West Virginia? 
-includes laity, clergy, and any bishop or general church officer that has served the 
conference or has served within the bounds of the conference 
-is the item published in West Virginia or in a nearby/surrounding area with potential to 
document West Virginia? 
-does the item address subjects related to Methodism in West Virginia? 
-does the item address subjects related to Methodism in general but with direct bearing on the 
West Virginia Annual Conference? 
-does the item address (or potentially address) subjects related to Methodism in a predecessor 
body of the West Virginia Annual Conference (such examples might include the Pittsburgh area, 
the Baltimore- Washington Annual Conference, the Eastern Ohio Conference, etc.) 
-is the item unique in documenting the development of the United Methodist Church and its 
predecessor bodies, including works on polity, governance, church founders, etc. 


Examples of books and periodicals which may be deaccessioned from the collection include, but 
are not limited to: 


-biblical commentary/exegetical works 

-biblical concordances 

-Bibles with no significant Methodist connection or containing no information of genealogical or 
historical significance 

-general Sunday School/church school curriculum 

-non-Methodist hymnals 

-general volumes on theological topics (by non-Methodist/non-West Virginia authors) 

-volumes with no apparent bearing on Methodist subjects or individuals, such as history books, 
works of literature, biographies and autobiographies 


Disposition of Deaccessioned [tems 


As noted, wherever possible, donors of original material will be consulted and given first-refusal 
prior to any disposition action. 


In cases where the donor accedes all rights of disposition to the Conference Archives (including 
any collections with a signed deed-of-gift), the archives staff will determine the most appropriate 
means of disposition. This may include, but is not limited to: transfer to another repository, sale, 
or disposal. 


The West Virginia Annual Conference Archives will assess both the rarity of book and periodical 
items, as well as their accessibility at other repositories, by consulting the library’s union catalog, 
as well as other resources. Items with specific relevance to Methodist Annual Conferences other 
than West Virginia will be sent to the most appropriate Annual Conference Archives. Items of 
less regional-specific significance to Methodism not already located at the United Methodist 
Archives at Drew University, and which fall outside the specific scope of the West Virginia 
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Annual Conference Archives will, in most cases, be sent to Drew for inclusion into their 
collections. Items of significance to West Virginia history but not to Methodism may either be 
added to the West Virginia Collection of West Virginia Wesleyan College’s special collections, or 
dispersed to an appropriate regional repository. 
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Publication Information: 


If images are being used for a publication (commercial OR non-profit; manuscript or otherwise), please 
include the publication information below: 


Title: Author: 
Publisher: Date of Publication: 
Place of Publication: Expected Run: 


REMEMBER: Send the archives a copy of your completed manuscript upon publication! 


Payment Method: 


Please enclose the total amount from above to: 


Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library 
West Virginia Wesleyan College 
ATTN: United Methodist Archives 
59 College Avenue 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 


Remember to include shipping costs in your total (see above). At this time, credit cards cannot be 
accepted. 


Cash: $ enclosed 


Personal Check: $ enclosed Check #: 


(Make checks payable to: “West Virginia Annual Conference” — check information should match address 
and phone number listed above) 


Agreement 


By signing this form, you acknowledge that you have read and understand the above policies concerning 
usage, reproduction, publication, and copyright and that you further understand the limitations of your 
rights pertaining to any archival reproductions provided to you by the West Virginia Annual Conference 
Archives. Furthermore, you understand that liability for any and all misuse of reproductions provided by 
the West Virginia Annual Conference Archives is the responsibility of the researcher and not the 
archives. 


Signature: Date: 


Signature of Archivist: Date: 
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